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J HE RE is a very little Viper at Fa 
flo 4 faith Seng, which is diſregarded: for“ 
its Smallnefs, but hurts the more eaſily 
k. becauſe flighted. The Devil comes 
often a pleading for ſome Sins, ſub Jorma 
paußeris; 3 1s it not a little ane? And being liſtened 
to, he can improve the ſmalleſt Grant to his great 
Advantage in our Hurt and Diſcomfort. Therefore 
when he ſhooteth this Shaft, let us take it up and 
retort it on himſelf again: If he make the Smatlingfs! 
of the Thing a Conſideration to tenipt us to a Com- 
kae let? us make ufe of it to facilitate our Re- 


ce: If it de ſmall to yield to, it is nile to ro- 
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6 The Spiritual Bee: Or, 


ſiſt; and it is eaſieſt to deny Satan in the ſmalleſt 
Things, whom we, muſt not gratiſy in any- 8 
ton as we ſhew no Kindneſs to Hm, he can neve 
hart us: But if we give him the {eaſt Corner. of out 
Souls but to ſojourn, i in, he will ſoon get an abſolute 


Rule. If he have Admittance at the ſinalleſt Paſs} 


behold a Troop comes, as the whole Power of an Ar- 
my may fall in upon a City at a narrow Breach. 
A little Spark may ſet on Fits a whole Town. It 
is therefore an excellent Saying of the Son of Sy- 


rach, He that deſpiſeth little HE e 
litth A I We fied "yo fc gh 
Egg, that I fact not the cut ting 8 57 the 


when engendered; and ſtrangle Sin in its Infancy, 


that the firſt Breath it takes, may be likewiſe the 
_ and it may _—_— in the firſt Motions; that 


gugh it be conceived it may prove abortive. 
Heß, mall 1 be. de. G b 3} Bab, 29 N71 $4 

thus s thy Children, while young, — daſbe 
them again/? the Stones. 


e * 


II. | 


T-HAvE. ſomepimes ſeen a blazing Light, mus 
dutſhining other Stars, and attraQing the, Eye 
Men to behold it with Wonder, which yet, 


u rs — e 


no true Place among the Stars; and not withſtand- 
zug its —— Luſtre, ſecretly to have. ſent forth 
Vapours of a malignant Nature. How many have 
deen ſeen and gazed on with Admiration, who have 
ſhined with glorious Beams, which yet have at 
length diſcovered themſelves to be Boh 

only gilded with Rays, and counterfeiting Stars. 

Moy have had a ſhining Zeal in thoſe Exerciſes 
of Religion that lie open to the. View, and fo have 


gotten and kept up an hi 85 h Eſteem and Credit; but 
t 


ock, no Wonder they 


not trading on a * folid 
1 prove 


1 
niſhing a while after, hath appeared to have had 


alations, 


1½•½%;ũ i ß woe i. cas ͤ%« 


Divine Meditation. 7 


prove Bankrupts at laſt. Theſe falling Stars ſhatl 
never ſhine in the Firmament of Heaven. Let all 
© therefore try and affure to chemſelves the Fixedneſs 
of their Station; and makin 55 juſt Allowances for 
that falſe Ligkt, which worldly Credit and Advin« 
age, or flaviſh Fear of Gob, may have veſted 
them with, examine what remains of what is true 
and firmly grounded. Let me never deceive my- 
ſelf or others with a falſe Light: I had rather be a 
true Star, though the ſmalleſt, and ſhining undiſ- 
cerned, as the Stars in 4 Milky-Way, than be 


| the moſt glorious Comet. 


0411 III. M Aelc ef954d net Th | 
91 
E DI ing Friend ma Pao raked 
by ſome Motives to reduce him to Moderation 3 
E but I perceived he was the more incenſed; and 
that after the Attempts I made to og his Heat, 
it was become greater than before. Paſſions deaf 
to all Advice but what may ſeem to — it; 
this Wild- Fire makes that its Fuel, Which was 
intended to quench it, and turns that into Foody 
| which was deſign'd for Remedy. Water caſt on 
the Smith's Fol e makes it burn the fiercer: A 
Torrent is ſo fax from being reſtrained by what 1s 
| ſet to ſtop it, that it ſwells the higher and ſpreads 
the farther, Pontem inaignatur. encounter a2 
Man in the Boiſterouſneſs of his Paſſion, is to 
enter the Comb at- oy * Creatures as St. Ped 
fought with 10 Epbeſus ; to —4 Reins on the 
Waves '6f the Sea whe, n it rag and to uſe ra- 
tional Endeavours, is to 201 a —— to Councit 
in che Heat and Fury of à Battle. The Method 
therefore moſt kind and effectual is, to give Place 
to Wrath while the 1 empeſt rageth: Not to ap- 
ply ourſelves to the Cure of it in hs Paroxiſm; not not 
at too great a Diſadvantage to meet it with „ 


reer — ; 9 
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al Bee: Or , 


* | 


and Ceumſel, When it "comes forth armed with. 


hath got a full Conqueſt, and the Flame is outra- 
geous, - we ſeek not to {quench it with Water, 
and to ſave the Houſe, but by pulling down the 


next, make the Want of 1 vel diminiſh the 


Flame. The Violence of Anger is beſt broken 
by giving Way, and yielding to it (as a Flint is 
eaſieſt broken on a Cuſhion) and Time is the beſt 
Lenitive to mollifſ. 023-2099 Ane „ee ave 
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IT hath been obſerv'd, that thoſe who have the 
longeſt Freedom from Diſeaſes, moſt hardly eſ- 
cape when a Diſeaſe once takes hold of them; 


and hence it is, that Fevers are generally more 
pernicious in England, than in Places about us, 
becauſe that Diſeaſe is leſs familiar to our Natures, 


than to thoſe in our Neighbour Countries. 


* 


14 | . 1 2 . 
- TEMPTATIONS uſually are moſt dangerous 


where leaſt frequent, and their Aſſaults moſt ef- 


ſectual on thoſe who have ſeldomeſt experimented 


them: They are then; moſt. to be feared when. 


their Power is increaſed; by a Pr gathered 


from long Diſcontinuance, and the Edge of our 
Reſiſtance rebated by long Eaſe: When our 
Shield is laid by, and may have contracted Ruſt, 
then thoſe fiery Darts are with moſt Difficulty re- 
pell'd ; when our Bow is unbent, and our Hand 
in our Boſom, no Wonder. if our Diſadvantage be 
great in the Enemy's Onſet. ; Hence Satan hath 
this Stratagem amongſt others, not to be frequent 
in his Aſſaults there, where former Alarms have 
excited Care and Vigilancy; but to attempt En- 
trance rather, where a long Quiet hath bred Secu- 
D | — 
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| Dim Meditations, © 
ne beſtowes his Viſits ſeldomeſt he is leaſt feard;; 


and conſequently leaſt provided againſt. Let me 


ber chink myſelf erer from. wle Teniprations 
= with which I have been little exerciſed, Jeſt F 


find myſelf over- powered there, where I left ſuf- 


; pected Aſſault; and add to thoſe Advantages, of 
Which Satan hath otherwiſe too many over me, 
chat of mine on Security. bY” 


8 V. | £ 
Tus deepeſt Waters move moſt ſilently,” and 


undiſcernably. The Stars, though vaſt and glo- 


rious Bodies, yet Diſtance makes them ſcent very 
ſmall ; and many Stars, as in the Galaxy, ſhine un- 
ſeen. The Moon, when that Side towards the 
Earth is darkned, towards Heaven ſhines bright. 


If in ſome Mens Converſation J ſeem to diſcern 


little or no Splendor, let me not be forward in my 
Cenſures of their Eſtate ; it may be I do not ap- 
proach near enough to them; perchance our hea- . 
venly Father may ſee that in Secret which doth not 


ES diſcover itſelf openly ; he may have a bright Side 
| Heaven-ward, though toward Earth he ſeem 


wholly eclips'd. Perchance he hath ſo much more 
of the Publican in him, than of the Phayiſee; 
that he will not let his Letcband know, what his 
Right-hand doth. As moſt Men ſeem better them they 
dre in Truth, ſo ſome are better than they ſtem to be. 
I had rather be Good and not ſeem ſo, than ſeem 


| Good and got be ſo: For the Publican went Hottie 


N 


rather juſtified than the Pharſſee . 
— 


ty 
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Tus Book which $t, Fob eat, while in his 
Mouth was ſweet and pleafanit, but in his Belly 
ecame bitter 3 and we read of Waters in Mil- 


tum and elſewhere, freſh at the Top and bitter at 
the Bottom; and of a Lake in Phrygia, whoſe 
Water makes thoſe that drink it ſtrangely jocund. 
anch full of Laughter, but ſuch, as it ends in 
their Death: While we are pleaſing ourſelves in. 
worldly Pleaſures, we ſhould do — to conſider 
whether it will not be Bitterneſs in the End. There 
is no earthly Pleaſure which hath not the inſepara- 
dle Attendance of Grief, and that following it as 

cloſely, as Jacob came after Efau, holding it by the 
Heel 3 worldly Delight is but a Shadow, 
and. when we catch after it, all that we graſp is 
ſubſtantial Sorrow in its room. The Honey ſhould 
not. be very delightful, when the Sting is ſo near 
better want it, than feel the Smart and. Venom 
| that attendeth it. Let me reſt on nothing that 
hath not a real and unmixed Pleaſure in it, and 
then I ſhall find I muſt leave this World, and 
take ahigher Flight; here is no ſuch, Thing forme to 
reſt the Sole —— F oot on, all Things Love both 
the Saltneſs — 5 "urbulency of the Sea in them. 
I will, not bid adieu to innocent Delight, but nei- 
ther ſhall. it have any Thi of my Heart: If I 
unwarily preſs too much. on Roſes in the pulling, 
the Prickles may run into my Fingers. I will ho- 
neſtly enjoy my Delights, but not purchaſe them 
at ſo dear a Rate as my own: Danger, That mor- 
tal Laughter and Dancing which 2 Bite of the 
Tarantula cauſeth, is only cured by Muſick : The. 
beſt Remedy againſt the eſs of Laughter, is 
the Voice of that wiſe Charmer: Gon can cure 
and retrench the Exorbitances and Profuſeneſs * 
our „ in worldly Delights. 


* dlit n for WH 22 
ILA us „ er in ita Journey be- 


— Earth and Fleaven, (as fac dig the Angels 
| aſcend- 


a ccending and deſcending:) It aſcendeth Tight 
mounted on the Wings of Faith, but it com 

N ever laden down again upon our Heads; it goeth 
up, it may be; in a Shower of Tears, and deſcend- 
eth in a Shower of Bleflings * It is wafted into 
Heaven with Groans (for theſe have a Force a 
4 - to open Heaven Gates, | and that Prayer flies : 
ſwiftly that is carried on the Wings of a Groan) 
and thoſe Sighs return again laden with Comforts, 


like the Southern Winds in Agypt, whoſe 1 
are charged with the ſweet Odotrs of Spices. 

Tphey go out Weeping, but never come weeping 
| *back, for where the Spring and Seed-time is wet, 
the Harveſt is clear and joyful ; They that ſeto In 
= Tears, reap in Foy. {One 


2 * * 


„ 33 : 


1542 QA. CIDER 160 = LIES” KA. 'S, 
Inas ſometimes wonder'd, and almoſt judged 
it another Miracle, that Balaam was no more 
amazed at that moſt ſtrange uncouth Miracle, to 
bear a Voice come from that Mouth which was 
wont only to bray, and to fee himſelf out- reaſonꝭd 
by that which was remarkable ſor nothing ſo much 
as its Stupidity and Dulnefs = That his Roe did 
not tremble; and Heart become like a Stone, nor 
did he ſo much as alight off for it: But as thoug 
no ſtrange Thing had fallen out, he giveth the 
Beaſt a wrathful Anfwer,” without any Symptoms 
of Wonder. Although perchance being a Sorce- 
rer, he might be not wholly a Stranger to Con- 
verſe not much different from this, which might 
make it ſeem leſs uncouth; yet I rather think, 
that the Tranſport of Madneſs which fo poſſeſſed 
this Prophet, and the Covetouſneſs which blinded 
his Eyes, left no room to reflect. And then fee 
bo ſenſeleſs and ſtupid Luſt and Paſſion make us. 
Many are ſo eager in the Purſuit of their * — 
OTE eſires 
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not any Providences, | 
8 remarkable, at — them 


awn, Syrord, tho ugh he (pea 
[eaven in a Voice of Thunder. againſt them, 
y are not aſtoniſhed: They may ftorm and 


their Way, but. they take no, Notice of che. Hand 
K Providence which caſteth them there, th 


be, perchance, as viſible and miraculous as; 
Wich Wrote, Belſbazzar' 8 Doom: on PA Fab; > 


IX. 


Wer read in Gellius of a Soldier, who riding 

forth to a Muſter, with a Horſe as lean as if he 
had been newly raiſed out of à Charnel ; and him- 
elf fo well habited and full, that he might have = 
deen a yery. ſufficient Burthen for a more able 
Beaſt; and being demanded by the Cenfers whence Bl 
came fuch a great Diſproportion between the Mea-. | 


gerneſs of the one, and the Groſneſs of the other, 


anſwer d., That it was: becauſe he took Care of 


himſelf, but his Servant took Charge of his Horſe.” 
Moſt Men have languid and inſirm Souls, while 
their Bodies are in a vigorous Habit. And whence 
is it? Becauſe their Souls have no Share in their 
Care, they do not mind them as their own Charge: 
Their Time and Diligence is all laid out on their 
Bodies; theſe are the Darlings they pamper, and 
which engroſs all their Thoughts; or if they ex- 
pend any the other Way, they ſoon. reſcue them- 
ſelyes as from an Uſurpation and Encroachment. 
But ſurely, Souls ſo weakned and emaciated, will 


| not be able do ſand the leaſt Brun in the Day of | 
I | Battle, | 


ugh Gov, meet them in the fl 
— * 


2h at the Impediments that traverſe their unlaw- | q 
"fu Purſuit, . and at the Blocks which are laid in 


= 3 
2 
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| | | Battle, libouring under the Preſſure and Weight 


find my Soul ſound, — and beautiful in the 
Eyes of Gon. A 


rr 


Thoughts, does not always burſt into Tears (which 
re the Language of Grief) but yet when we vent 
it to others, in our recounting it, we can't refrain 
from Weeping, g 


feftion 


13 
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of a fo muchin ulged Pleſh. Let me have alean, 
unhealthy, "Geformed Body, no Matter, fo I may 


” 7-0 


de e e e er that 


| Cbrift's Prayer whichhe made after his Withdraw. 
| ment from his Diſci 
| but vocal, inferring 
che Evangeliſts relate it, he prayed 1 
chey will have to o imply an audi 

Voice. 


Was * m 
it from the Manner . 


RT 


Tazzs'i is ſome Advantage tobe obſerved, that 


Prayer hath, which is vocal, above what is mental 
only (although it be all one to Go, vho hath an 
7 r 
4 haben nora 


. 


1 « v * 
ffections are more awakened and 


15 In chat 


Y 4 


2. Ir limits the Mind more; — 
nnn 


Ws find ſometimes, that Vehemency of Af 
doth force us to it; for when our Devo- 
tion is ardent, and the Fire is kindled within us, 
B Exbrelions, Com- 

Yor, —— B plaints | 


14 The Spiritual Bee: Or, 
plaints or Tears. I may add laſtly, that we. can 


ſometimes better form, or at leaft draw out in 


better 825 our F 5 what we rer ö | 


* 


*2 SAW a Painter, TEE made the Picture of a 
Face ſmiling ;. on a Sudden, with no more than 
one Daſh of his Pencil, make it ſeem to weep. 
How. near are the © Canfine of of Joy and Sorrow, 
which with the chan * made to 
both ſit on the ſame Ar Their Nature 
ĩs much more diſtant, than their Abode. In the 
twinkling of an Eye, in the turning of an Hand 
Sadneſs may juſtle out Mirth ; and deep Sighs may 
be fetched from that Breaſt whence lood Laughtcr 
made its Eruption. Pleaſure may die in the ſame 
Moment that gave it its Birch; and a ſudden Suc- 
ceſſion of Grief may turn its Cradle into a Graye, 
The Tears which 20 enlarged and vehement Paſli- 
on of Joy had run over with, may in the Middle 
of their Courſe find an Arreſt, and be made to 
niſter unto Grief. In the flight of a Minute, 
In the beating of a Pulſe, the dilating of the 
Heart by Pleaſure, 29 be. wen into a contrac- 
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Livy tells 1 us, that the Gawls, when 8 had 
once taſted of the Wines of [taly, were fo much 
taken with the pleaſantneſs of them, that they would 
not after reſt contented with a bare Trade thither 
for their Wides? but fixed their Reſolutiöns by 
Conqueſt, to get Poſſeſſion of the Land hic 
brought it — off Thus the Antepaſts of Glory do | 
but ee the * and ere the Appetite of 


me 


CY 


"Divine MAH, 15 


2 me believing Soul: He is fo far from being fatisfi- 
„ed by Foretaſtes, that they do but augment his Thirft 
EX after a full Fruition, He is not content with ſo 
HE fmall Drops that are derived unto him at fo great a 
Diſtance from the Fountain: Nor are thoſe De- 
grees of Grace and Comfort which he gained by 
holding Commerce with Heaven upon Earth, by 
= thoſe two Factors, Prayer and Faith, by trading 
in the Worthip and Ordinances of God, ſufficient 
d allay his Hunger: He cannot drink his Fill, nor 
ſlake his Thirſt at thoſe Cifterns : A holy infatia- 
= blenefs doth: ſo enlarge the Capacity of his Soul, 
Unt the more he hath, the more he longeth for, and 
the wideneſs of his increaſing Deſires, is proportion- 


ed to the largeneſs of his peed, “ his 

Reſolves and Aims are by à holy Violence, to get 
Poeſſemon in that fpiritual Canaan from whence theſe 
Grapes are brought him; that he may there drink 
of chat Wine of the Kingdom, and of thoſe Rivers - 
| of Pleaſur "3 1 Wie b '# WPS? 
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Ir is ſtrange how St. Peter, who not Tong befcrs 
had been fo daring as to draw his Sword on à whole 
Regiment, notwithſtanding all his Reſolves and 
Proteſtations of not forfaking Chr:/?, yet on a ſud- 
den was infected with the Air of the Prieſt's Hall; 
as ſoon as he had got in thither, as though a Con- 
W tagion had ſeized him, his Temper was my us 

fre, 


and while he did but warm himſelf at their 

his Zeal and Reſpect for his Maſter was abated and 
| chilled. Many Times our Foot is in the Deyil's 
Snare, and we are grievouſly entangled, where we 
thought we might have been ſafe enough: We may 
venture upon Occaſions of Sin, and put ourfelves 
within Satan's Circle, thinking we are ſufficiently 
armed by peremptory. 3 ** 

8 : | 2 i litt 


16 Die Spiritual Bee: Or, 
little eonſidering, either the plauſible 
Dur Heart, or the Craft or Importunity of the 


Tempter. Hard it is to avoid the Infection in tbe 


Company of theſe that have the Peſlilence, eſpeci- 
ally as ell Nien have io much of that Ole, 


Which they fay is in thoſe who have the Plague, 


that they defire to Taint ethers; hard not to be 
ſeized by Evil, though by ee and inſenſible De- 
grees in the Society of the Wicked. Evil Converſe 
cannot but leave 2 upon us, if rare; if 
more frequent, a *P double Dye. The Spi- 


rits and Manners: of Men, ave, by a. ſecret, In- 


chantment, transformed into the Conditions of 


and Savour derived to them from 


- 
their Courſe through. 
+ ++ > 
ad 1rd! „ 6. 71 
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; T nave ſeen a Deceit uſed, to keep ſome from 
their Meat, that they dare not eat, by laying ſbreds 
of Luteſtrings on it, which have appeared like 
Worms; and from their Drink by putting into it 
the counterfeit of a Toad. Satan often plays this 
Part, and uſeth ſuch a Wile to affright the Chil- 
dren of Gop from their Father's Table, and to 
make them out of conceit with Duties : He preſents 
to their Sight the Corruptions of their Perfor- 
mances, and fo repreſenteth them, that they ſhall 
appear formal though never ſo zealous, proud 
or hypocritical, though attended with never fo. 


* 


Divine Meditations. 17 


done thy Work, then he cometh to thee with his 
EX Sophiftry, to put thee into a Diſtruſt, that what 
= thou haſt done will turn to thy Hurt; and opening 
i= I the Parts of thy Duty, telleth thee, here thy Cor- 
ys. ruption wrought, there thy Pride difcovered its ſtir- 
» rings; here thou wert as cold as if thou cared'ſt not 
20. X whether thou wert heeded or no, there thou had'ſt 
loſt thine Heart: And is there not Death in the 
Pot, thinkeſt thou? Or expecteſt thou Wages for 
= what deſerveth Stripes? Theſe Slights he uſeth to 
= diſhearten ye op from 3 3 * — 
apt to lupeck Re their Haan are ftir 
red to his Hand, and therefore he may the more 
= caſily work on them; they are ready to give Cre- 
dit to any that comply with their penſive Appre- 
= henſions ; and therefore are eaſily induced to uſe 
= Satan's Perſpective, which at one End magnifies 
the Evil of their Performances, and makes it ſeem 
greater then it is; at the other End extenuates the 
good, and makes it appear leſs. It is eaſy for Sa- 
tan to preſs him down that is already ſinking, and 
to dye that Soul ſable black, which is of a dark and 
ſad Hue before. Thou that art not ignorant of 
Satan's Devices, ſhew him that thou ſeeſt the So- 
phiſtry, and underſtandeſt the Cheat. 


- 
2 ont by 


THERE is that we are wont to call good Nature, 
which however deſirable, yet doth very much pre- 
gare and expoſe thoſe in whom it is found to Temp- 

| tations: For it is nothing but a pliable, yield 
waxen Frame, which is ſo much the more ſubject : 
to evil Impreſſions rather then good, as Wicked- 
neſs is more inſinuative than Virtue : Such flexi- 
ble Twigs are eaſily bowed into Crookedneſs; ſuch _ 
| aloft Temper of Mind is eaſily wrought and 2 * * 
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2 Comationce with any the N e "= 
Tiers as the ſoft Head of the Infant is f 5 
Into any Faſhion by the Midwife and Nurſe. Ther 3H 
Facility and: Baſhſulneſs oft betrayed them to a 
Grant of that which yet they ſecretly condemn ; 
and they know not how not to comply with the 8 
Deſires of the boldeſt and moſt — — In- 
ſinuator. That . Baſbfulneſs is dangerouſly bold 


which. dares offend Gop, leſt it viſpleaſe Men. 
Nothing more laudable than a firm inflexible Tem · 
per, when found in the Wa pas teouſneſs. Let 
me never be abaſhed to . 
ſhamelef as ſinſully makk: 1 my Heart be Wax 
F arble to thoſe 
of Evil ; as pliant as an Ofier to the Hand of Vir- 
tue, eee eee 
Let a3 juſt Requeſt be as a Command to me, let me 
* 3 though it be but a Deſire; but 
t an unjuſt and wicked Demand be caft back 
5 - with Abhorrency. If my Friend in any 

ng be a Factor — 1 Kg 3 bid him, Get 
| him 35 nd me, as our Saviour did St. Peter. Iti is 
better loſe my Friend than my Innocence; and 
— at a Diſtance ſrom him when ba 


SOMETIMEs Þ have intermitted or 1 = | 
ſent Indiſpoſedneſs — Unaptneſs: L — tho 
better not 8 
the Lame and Blind in Sacrifice; the next F | 
I will make Amends, when I am fitter to do it: 
been more irkſome-te me, and my Plea of Un- 
fitneſs hath ſeemingly more than before; 


PerformanceofDuty,upon 
2 

ſpoil it: Better omit mine Offering ve 
And the next Time, the Taſk hath 
ſo. 
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1 ſo that what before -I did defer, now I. could b 
content ſhould be whol neglected. Have 1 
ber, O mine Enemy] Here the Serpents Head di 
covers itſelf. Hereafter when this Plea is. put in, 
it ſhall be caſt back without hearing: I will check 
Z [the leaſt Thought af Lo toward, the 


2 9 b rabbi and aa my e get a Were 
3 | afunder Ag ds Sb _—_ am bene The 
Spirit come and fill my Sails, and I may 
Z hn the © Wind with _ thou _ the Tide be a- 
gainſt me. However, that of Phyſicians is 
well applied, to practice — who adviſe weak 
Stomachs to eat, wag they. have no preſent Ap- 
petite, becauſe the 12 the Effects _ 
J” in their future made roy in 1 


— 


ra Turks have a 80 ying concerning the Tor- 
ars, whom they repute a very wiſe N ation, that 
other Nations have their Wiſdom written in their 
Books, but the Tartars have devoured their Books, 
and fo have Wiſdom lodeed. in their Breaſts. Ma- 
Iny Chriſtians have the Word of Gon written in 

3 heir Bibles, but they never as St. Jahn, ſwallow- 

ed the Book. The laws of Gop are beſt inſcrib- 

Wed in the Tables of the Heart; the Soul is the beſts 
A Repoſitory for them, and P ratice the faireſt Tran 
Wicript ob them. He is a good Text- man WIT 
4 [Life is a Comment on Scripture. e 


War Benefit „ 
Fin the Mine, op Pearls in the Bottom of the Sea, 
except we dig for. the one, and coin it into Mo- 
e for the other, that we may Have 
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wks ap el He to whom the Word 
br God is 2 as his neceſſary Food, that doth not 
ranguam ſacer 8 as an holy Chatten, devour, 
digeſt, and convert fuccum I 8 is like 
 - him), who as long as he had Plato's Book of the 
Immortality of the Soul in his Hands, was a Pla- 
toni, but as ſoon as he had laid it by, he became 
an Epicure again. As we uſed to ſay of Phyſicians, 
that they are better acquainted with Gallen then 
with the Diſeaſe ; fo of ſuch we may ſay, that they 
carry their Wiidom rather in their Book chan in 
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Ou Saviour, Luke iv. would not give the Devil 
Audience, even where he ſpake Truth, I know thee 
who thou art, the only one of Gov. Refuſing to 
have the Father of 7 bear Witneſs of him, be- 
' cauſe he knew he uſed that Truth only to coun- 
tenance Error: And on the ſame Account the A- 
poſtles, 42s xvi. 17, ſilenced the Spirit of Divina- 
tion, when he would have defiled the Goſpel b RY 
preaching” it. Matth. iv. 6. We find the Dev 
quoting Scripture, but ſtrangely maimed and pn 
verted, to make it ſerve his own Turn; for one 
Part is left out, the other miſapplied. We may be 
ſure this Impoſtor hath never any Errand but De- 
ceit, whatever Meſſage he ſeems to bring: This 
Lyar always mixeth ſome Truth with his Tale, 
that may make Way for it to enter into Belief. 
For Vice and Falſhood muſt ſtill borrow the Aſſi- 
ſtance of Virtue and Truth. There is always 
true Corn ſtrewed under a Pit-Fall ; and they are 
full and weighty Ears which we daub with Lime 
to deceive the poor Birds in a Snow. Even in the 
Dunghill of Mahomet's Alcoran © ere are ſome - 
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Jewels; and Sergius hath and decked 
it with ene of Branches of Scripture and 
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'y 181 1 
This great Doceiver Satan, Aab as Chriteriizes 
— wont, ; who: to make their Impoſtures 


more . 
dcr they can coaen. 305} 
3 132M e 1303 i : | 2 Cu 
Lr me bewart of Sens Hook, + þ covers 


of with never ſo ſpecious 2 . 2 Bait. 


ough as is, Pills be: e Gan Angel 
ous. h he take the —— of an An 
of Li 15 on him, yet by 8 the b 
Fiend may be diſcerned under it: There ſuſpect 
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\placed li 
2 Jo his Birth-right,; 
8 the 3 that periſh ; 


But how AT ſo far even. below their Jew 

graded Eſtate, that they tranſcribe theſe Patterns not 
in the Good but the Evil; and they ſhould 
make uſe of them as Tutors and Monitors, they 
degenerate into the very Nature of B and make 
Nebuchadnexzar*'s Puniſhment their Opti 
know chat nnn half Mau and half 
Beaſt, came not from The but had their Ori- 
ginal in Pindar's Poetick y, he was the Pre. 
_— ft fa them: And 9 
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the — m. of N wird 
Princi tomy, 18 a at his Vanit 
in it: But we find man fuck N in Morz- 
lity, if we conſider the ſtrange Diſcompoſure that 
is in the. Souls of Men, where the Difference i is on- 
2 here the Prodigy is more wonderful, in that 
Beaſt is placed before the Man, Paſhon and Luſt 
above Reaſon. How much rather ſhould Men en- 
4 to advance their Natures above their pre- 


here, to recover and raiſe them, rather than 


epreſs them: And if they will needs forſake 
— Sheen: to aſſume the Nature of Angels, 
and ſucceed to that voided: Rank which the. Prince 


of the Morning was INE ts leave.” Haug! 
$5 & 
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„pors Alexander: U. ne bad been to Hountiful 
28 Poor, that he had left little or nothing to 
e hn — 1 Tha = a 
of himſelf, t he was 2 rich Bi- 
poar — a be Pope.” Maby 
42 ade in Chriſtianity; li Nebuchadnez- 
war's the further off from the Beginning, 
the more nnn t, the 
further from the Head, the courſer the Metal ; their 
firſt commencing Chrĩſtiam had a golden Beginning, 
. „ 
ee SO gge P 40068 wht: 2 
WI ſhould go up the Fun to Zim; ; "every thy 
ſhould bear us'a Step nearer Heaven; but theſe go 
down the Hill, and are further from Salvation in 
the Evenin of their Life then when. they firſt be- 
lieved. Whereas they ſhould be like the Sun go- 
ing — Strength to Strength, till they come to 
their Meridian 5 they rather reſemble him as 
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this Subject the Caſe is one, where non progreds . 
e regredi; he that doth not go forward in Chriſti- 
anity, goes backward ; he is already come to a 
decreaſe of Goodneſs, that doth not ſtrive after an 
increaſe of it. Many the higher they riſe in the 
World, the more they fall in Goodneſs ; and their 
true Riches decreaſe by the increaſe of outward Ac- 
ceſſions: Like Trees, which as they advance higher 
in Growth, their Roots proportionably go deeper 
downward into the Earth ; and as Stars, which the 
higher they are, the more their Beams are contrac- 
ted. The Devil effects on them what he did but 
tempt our Saviour to; no ſooner are they raiſed to 
à Pinacle, but ſtraight they caſt themſelyes down; 
and being placed on a Mountain, where they have 
a more large and alluring View of the World, they 
. „ 3! : Lal Ti.237 4.0 1 ͤ w {oats . -* 
aher e C4, T6 20 ard 
I ger. with an excellent Advice of a Heathen, 
ſo excellent, that I cannot but think-it from a high 
er Dictate than that of his on Spirit, as likewiſe 
many other Sayings, both of the ſame and other 
Stoical Authors, to procure. that which all, Men 
drive at, Contentment ; pn ano Raw 1 as Ong 
Sher, will nothing but what Gop wills. Methinks 
| this is like a North-weſt Paſſage, or a ſhorter Cut 
to a Treaſure greater than that of the Indies, to a 
Haven of Reft, which Men ſeek to arrive to gene- 
rally by a wide Compaſs of vain Contrivances: 
This is ſuch an Elixir, that the very Touch of it 
turns all into Gold. This is that univerſal Remedy 
| that preventeth and removeth all F Fü umults, 
and Diſquiets, Murmurings, and Diſcouragments 
of the Soul, and puts it into a Temper fo equal, 
ſo calm and ſerene, that it doth in a Meaſufe ar:ti- 
cipate its future Happineſs. For when our Le. is 
| m taus 
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thus as it were reſolved and melted into the Will 
of God, we have all that we deſire, and nothing 
ean happen to us but what we will, and what more 
needeth there to make us happy ? This is a higher 
chan meer ſubmitting ourſelves to Gop's 
I, which yet is a high Attainment, for it makes 
thedivineW Il and ours to be the ſame: This is the 
read "Way <0 procure Riches, and Honours, and 
Pleafures ; not by uſing Endeavours to add to our 
Wealth, Reputation, and carnal Enjoyments, for 
thus we find by Experience, that he that hath moſt, i 
hath "greateſt Want in his Store; but by-a more 
s and leſs tireſome Way, by « ing 
from our Deſires, and by reducing them to a due 
portion; and thus we ſhall find it true, that he 
hath moſt, that hath as much as he defireth ; as 
he is not rich that hath much, but he that hath 
enough ; nor the Indigent that hath little, but he 
that craves more; for we are not rich or poor, 
happy or unhappy, ſo much according to the 
| of what we poſſeſs, as of what we defire. 
4 T commend his Anſwer, who when his 
Friend wiſhed him that the Gop's would give him 


— Nebuchaltnexzar Mage begirt 42 
* and they were reduced to ra 
made a ſolemn Covenant with Gop to diſ- 
their Servants and ſet them free; but no ſoo- 


cer the Kin removed his Siepe, but they re- 
verſe their Vow, and din duct Thais Gervangs v6 
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. How often do we find ſuch whom Gon hath 
beleagured with AMiction, and ſeemed to have 
marked out for Death, make Covenants and Pro- 
miſes of Reformation, and of putting 7 their 
Sin; which yet, when he withdraws his Terrors, 
or cauſeth the Sickneſs to retreat, thoſe Ties do 
no more bind them, than the Withs did Sampſen; 
but they ariſe and go out, and do as at other Times: 
While they ſit on the Margin of the Grave, their 

irits ſtoop, their Paſſions are broken, their 
Thoughts are humbled ; then to be liberal of Pro- 
miſes is an eaſy Bounty; but when the Storm is 
over, then they are hide-bound in Performances, 
and reſcind former Engagements : The Sighs of 
their ſick-bed, which they turned into penitent 
Groans, are now vaniſhed into Air; the fade Rflec- 


tions, the ſerious Recollections of their Ways, 


which they were reduced to when they dwelt in 
Sorrow, are now as little thought on, as the dolo- 
rous Accents of their Grief. When they come 
newly out of the Furnace, while the Smell of Fire 
is yet on them, they are ſcrupulous and tender; but 
it is but as thoſe who come out of a hot Stove, that 


| ſhrink from a cold Air at firſt, but by Degrees are 


brought to their former Hardineſs, ; if the Soul be 
not cy though there may for a while ſome 
religious Colour appear in the Man's Face, he will 


at laſt return to his former Habit. 


I was therefore wiſe Advice which YBeadericus 
Biſhop of Cologn gave to Sigi/mund the Emperor, 
demanding how he might be directed the Way to 
Heaven, Live fo as thou promiſedſt in a painful 
Fit of the Gout or Stone.“ The 8 when 
they had been humbled with the Voice out of the 
Fire, the Uproar in all the Elements, the Thunder, 
Darkneſs, and Terror of Mount Horeb, were very 
prodigal of their Promiſes, Al theſe Things will we 

Vol. XXVIIL C do: 
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> : But Gop forefaw, though they ſpake as they 
intended in that Niftreſs, that they would after be 
2 in their Performances : O that there were 
eart in them And what People ever more 
. than they? Never was a Heart harder 
than Pharoab's, _ yet upon the Repetition of e- 
very Plague, how couchant is the Lion ? How doth 
he fawn and crouch to'the Power which his Stub- 
bornneſs incenſed! At every Stroak how he cries 
Spare me this once, and I will offend m 
more ” And at length when Death had made all 
pt at once to ring with Fafſing-Bells, and his 
were even invaded by that King of Ter- 
ors, he ſuddenly gives the {/raelites a Diſmiſſion, 
and as it were, thruſts them forth, as if he IE 
not be ſoon enough rid of them, © Riſe up, get 
2 be d among us :” And yet no Fe 
ere gone, but the Stream of his Paſſion 
hath a Ras, being only diverted by that Jud: 
ment, and he makes after them with the who 
Poſſe of bis Country, to fetch them back gie. 


Lond. let never holy Reſolotions awa 
with my Aut de, Tay my Health pen nap 
the Vows of my Sickneſs : Let me not, wiien 1 
Have in my Diſtreſs found Sanctuary in thy Mer- 
as a Votary, in my enlarged Condition in- 
The myſelf 4 à Libertine : yr quit my 
Orc, and faithfully pay my Vows, an ad diſcharge 
the Bonds I have entered into with Thee in 
neceſſitous and low State. Let Immunity from 
Evil never render me ſuch a Stranger to what 1 
was in Diſtreſs, that T ſhould recoil ſrom * 
r 22 fare them. Li 25 | 
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Eight of Knowledge with which he hath imbeliſh- 
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| » Iris no new Advertiſement, that the Spirit of 


Gov: Himſelf doth in Scripture make uſe of Hea- 


 theniſh Speeches and Obſervations, and apply them 


to a ſpiritual Uſe. Thus St. Paul took notice of a 
Paganiſn Inſcription of an Altar, and begun his 
Sermon to the Athenians on that Text; and in the 
ſame Place he quotes one of their Poets, Aratus; as 
alſo, Aenander, 1 Cor. xv. 3 N Calli machus, ot 
Epimeni dat, Tit. i. 12. Surely the Warrant of. ſuch 
an Example will give good Ground ſor our making 
Uſe of the barrowed Helps of human Witers in 
ſacred Things, ſo we deal with them as Gon com- 
manded the-{/raelites to deal with the Canaanitiſb 
Captives, if they would wed them, to hade their 
Head, and pair off their Nails, &c. if, we: diveſt 
them of gheir Paganiſh. Superfluities. For, ſurely it 
would refle& upon the Wiſdom of Gop, to think 
that He hath: given the Gold and Lreaſures of Arts 


| and Learning, the Spoils of the Egyptians, to be 


made uſe of Ogly, for the making a golden Calf, 
(ſuch are all other Subjects compared with divine 
rather than to be applied to the Uſe of the Sanc- 


J tuary, and the Service:of Gop, as Ered xv. 


to the adorning of the Tabernacle: ; Only let 
them be made do pass through the Firę, (as the - 
Midianitiſd Gold and Silver, Numb. xxx1, 22.) 
and be throughly refined and purged from their 
Heatheniſh Droſs. He that furniſhed "Cyrus with 
Treaſure and Riches of ſecret Places, for the Build- 
ing of his Temple, Ezra. 2. doubtleſs had an Eye 
to the framing and edifying of his Church in that 


ed ſuch Writers; Elias did not nauſeate or reject 
the Food that was brought. to him by a Raven, an 
unclean Creature under the Lac. 


= 


A Vir, which is one of the moſt fruitful of 
Trees, (made uſe of by Gop to compare the Chri- 
ſtian to) if it be left to its natural Excreſcences, un- 
regarded and unpruned, ſhoots furth into many ſu- 
pcrfluous Branches and Stems, and ſpendeth its moſt 
generous Strength that Way, and fo becometh weak 
and fruitleſs. If Gop ſhould leave the beſt Chri- 
ſtian to the vicious Exorbitancies of his own Heart 
and AﬀeCtions, and not curb and prune them, and 
retrench the Extravagancy of bis Deſires, his 
Strength watt be ſpent on that which profiteth not, 
and he would ſoon grow barren and uſeleſs. There 
is Need that both by his reſtraining Grace He re- 
duce and limit our Deſires, and by the Sharpneſs of 
AMiction check their Excreſcences. Jonab grew 
fond of his Gourd, and Gop ſmote it, and therein 
nipp'd and reftrained the Unrulineſs of his Spirit, 
which would have ſpent his Love and Delight on a 
filly Plant. Hrzefiab's Pride was grown to ſuch a 
H that he muſt needs vent it by boaſting of 
his Treaſure; but Gop blaſteth it, by ſending the 
Chaldeans to plunder him. When mine Heart doth 
irregularly run out after Vanity, let the Smart of 
thine Hand correct my Wanderings, and tame the 
Wildneſs of my ions. Better I ſhould bleed 
by thy pruning Hook, than be cut down by thy 

x as withered and fruitleſs, and caſt into the 

Burning. be e | 
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We may obſerve, that Lightening doth work 
with more Force, where it meeteth with the great- 
eſt Reſiſtance; and acteth more on that which hath 
hard and firmly compacted — 7 


2 egrations > 29 
ſoft and yieldi 55 eaſy Paſſage to it; 
face! it 18 PENG h bath Ras — 42 40 to pal; 
throu through the Scabbard without any Effect on it, — 
t the Sword in it: Hence alſo the hard Oak 
ke firm eagle 105 its Effects, when the Bay, which 
is of a more ng Nature, is over untouch - 
ed by it. gments of Gop in their work - 
ing are much 3 to the Temper of the 
Subjects on which they light. Where 5 . 
wo a ſtubborn, ny Enemy, they fall with 
eater F — and are moſt preſſing and heavy; 
7 b whos they cannot bow: I 
ts 40 Heart. eth again the Lox p, bows. 
leſs and ra rage 17 xix. But whatadthe 
Man. ho hardneth his Neck when Faces ! 
Hall ſuddenly b defiroyed, and that 7 Remedy. 
# Thoſe that are as wild Bulls in the Net of. C9 
their own Rage doth but the more entangle, pe 
plex, and weaken them; but where Gop meet 
with Souls of a ſoft complying Temper, his Deal: 
ings are accardingly gentle, he afflicteth them { 2 
PL and doth not ſtir up all his Wrath. In this 
pe, becauſe God doch thus wiſely 4nd carefully 
Ginga between the different States and Tem- 
pers of the Patients He dealeth wich, He is ſaid to 
cotrect us in 1] ers : ages 
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1 bes aa a reſell 17. to be 66 a 
fery Nature, yet being mixed with Juke-warm Wa- 
ter, at firſt it conteſteth with it, but when over- 
come and diſſolved by it, the Water becometh 
abundantly more cold — otherwiſe it could have 
been. hb of Water which bath. been. warmed, 
and. after returneth to its native Lemper, becomes 
more cold, and more. ſuhject to be frozen, than, 


that RIGA hath not felt the Fire. Where the Con- 
wg C 3 victions 


N ee e e 
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victions of the Spirit of Gop do not work a tho- 
rough Change, the Heart becometh afterwards be- | 
numm'd into a greater Coldneſs and Deadneſs. A 
ſpiritual Relapſe is very pernicious : . Where Gop 
hath been knocking, and ſent away with a Repulſe, 
He will ſuffer another Bar to be clapt on that Door. 
He that hath conquered the good Motions and De- 
fires which Heaven kindled in him, is given over 
to a'more reprobate Senſe, as the "Temper of Iron | 
is more hardened by being quenched aſter it hath 
been heated in the Forge. No Sinner doth more 
eagerly wallow in the Mite, than he that returneth 
to it after he was once waſhed. Where the un- 
clean Spirit, after his Departure for a Seaſon, in his 
Return findeth the Soul empty of Chri/t, ſwept and 
voided of all gracious Diſpoſitions, and garnifhed 
with whatſoever Vice may ſuit the Entertainment 
of ſo unclean a Gueſt, his Re- entrance is with new 
Attendance, and his Hold is rendered feven-fold 
more impregnable than before; he taketh to _ 
feuen ether Spirits worſe than himſelf, and that Man': 
Taft Eflate is worſe than his firft. Lox p, let me 
never quench thoſe Sparks which I ſhould be al- 
Ways quickening and kindling into a Flame, ry 
fo doing I make myfelf Fuel for a Flame that 
never be quenched. R 


Pix v, as his Nephew tells us, out of Curioſi- 
ty pry ing into the Mountain Vefuvins, that he 
might diſcover the Manner and Cauſes of thoſe fiery 
Eruptions, was devoured by them, and made Fuel 
to that by which he thought to have increaſed his 
Knowledge; and fo fi his Death in his too bold 
Advance in queſt of that Myftery of Nature, Sure- 

ly to be too curious in our Enquiries and Reſearches 
into the Myſteries of Gop cannot but be dange- 
rous. God hath drawn a Veil over ſome EP: 


* * 
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and if we are ſo bold as to go about to lift it up, He 
may juſtly ſtrike us with BI 


Blindneſs, even in thoſe 
Things which were before expoſed to our View, If 
we long after ſuch forbidden Fruit, Gop may by a 
flaming Sword ſet to turn to all Points of the Com- 

is, keep us not only from the Tree of Life and 

nowledge, but from all other Trees in his Para- 
diſe. Maſes might come to the Hill, but not to the 
burning Buſh, ' Came not hither : If he had, it might 
have proved a conſuming Fire to him, If the Waves 
of the Sea have their Limits ſet, hitherto ſhall ye go, 
much more Man's Curiofity: And what Security 
can he give himſelf that will boldly invade the Pri- 
vacies which an infinite Wiſdom hath locked up in 


| Concealment, and break down the Inclofures which 


the Almighty hath ſet up. Cannot we be content 
to be admitted into his Houſe, except we ranſack 


his Cloſet and Cabinet; to be of his Court, except 


we be his Secretaries? If we have an Ear to hear 
where GoD hath no Tongue to fpeak, He may 
juſtly cauſe us to have no Eye to read where He 
hath a Hand to write. It is a dangerous Preſump- 
tion to break open God's Seal, to go in queſt after 


| the Knowledge of that which He hath therefore 


hidden that we might not know it. He who is not 
content to look on the Sun where his Rays are re- 
fracted through a Cloud, will but loſe his Sight by 
ſtaring on him in his naked Brightneſs. © 


LR. 2 


Tux Rabbins tell us, according to their wonted 


make a Calf, but caſt the golden Ear-rings'into the 
Fire to conſume them; but by the Operation of 
Satan the Form of a Calf came forth. ' 


Bur ſurely it is very uſual for that old Serpent 


thus to over-at us, and make us unwittingly ad- 
— dune 


The Spiritual Bee; Qr, 


ounce ba Interelts to ule Zeal-without Knowledge, 
as an Inſtrument to promote his own Cauſe under BY 
the Pretext of Gop's; where Men think they are 
building a Church for God, to make it a Chapel 

for binfelt, St. Peter thought he had uttered that 
which would have pleaſed Chi, Maſter, pity thy 
felf;, yet the Devil, it ſeems, had made him his || 
Spokeſman; Get thee behind me, Satan. That De- 
JH which to gain Proſelytes and Aſſiſtants had 


0 
\ 

] 

4 ide is ſeen, ſometimes roveth. to be only for the [1 
| advancing of a carnal Intereſt under that Maſk. WW 
k 

; 


Hence hath it proceeded, that what David ſaid, 
The Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up, may be by 
2 prodigious Inverſion truly applied to ſome, their 
Ztal bath eeten uþ the Houſe of Gd. 
. Gartacivs, that noble Marquis of Vice, was 
Jo effectually wrought on by an elegant Similitude 
in a Sermon of Peter Martyr's, that he ſoon after 
laid down all his Honours, Intereſts and Relations, 
at the Feet of Chriſl. Perhaps the lame Thing naked- 
Iy propoſed, would not have was fo eaſy and great 
TO upon him, as it did, ſet forth and adorn- 
ed in that rhetorical Dreſs. The ſame Paſlage in a 
different Habit may be, vigorous and piercing, ar 
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HzARERS are ly like Bees, they go all 
ta the Flowers; therefore our Diſcourſe be 
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Divine Meditations. 8 33 
Preacher reigns in the Affection of his Auditors, by 
this he thunders and lightens in them, as Pericles 

as ſaid to do. The Feathers that imp the Ar- 
row, make it fly the faſter, and pierce the deeper. 
Surely it could not be without the Help of this Art 


4 hat Chri/t was ſo graphically deſcribed, and, as it. 
% were, 47 — fer in bis Crucifixion before the 
ad Eyes of the Galatians, Gal. iii. x. Yet the Impoſture 
her of that Rhetorick deſerves more Reproof than Com- 
he mendation, which works on the ffections alone, 
. and not at all on Reafon ot Conſcience; and ſo 
d. kindleth a ftrange Fire in the Heart, through 
25 the Glaſs of the Fancy rather than the fudgment, 

) | which Gop will not own in the Sacrifice: As like- 


viſe the Wantonneſs of that which is as gay and 
gaudy in.the Dreſs of every Sentence, as a young 
Scrivener is in flowering a Capital Letter. Truth, 

eſpecially divine, will not be decked like a Strum- 
pet, although it refuſe not a decent Matron-like 


i Ornament. The Pearls of the N Hea- 
„ ven ſhould be ſet in Gold, not in „though 
1. not fo curiouſly wrought and embelliſhed, as that 
the Artifice ſhould hide the Luſtre of the Jewel. 
7 Comely and neat Apparel is an Ornament to the 
2 Dody, but if either gaudy or coarſe, a Dilgrace. 
$ =. d 


A SPARTAN having long buſied himſelf about 
the Carcaſe of a dead Man, to try if he could ſettle 
it firm in an upright Poſture, iving how in- 
effectual his Endeavours proved, ſometimes the Head 
7 falling into the Boſom, ſometimes the Arms flag- 
L ing downward, and the whole at laſt falling to the 
4 Ground, told the Standers-by, There is wanting 


1 ſomething within, meaning a Soul. Thus it is in 
4 dealing with thoſe who are dead in Treſpaſſes and 

| Sins; af we endeavour to hold up their nte- 
. | ances 
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heaven ward, and would have them fix their 
Eye on Eternity, we can't hold them to it one Mo- 


ment; they preſently incline towards the Earth 


again: If we would ſet them on their Feet, and 
make them upright, if we would ſet their Hands at 


Vork in 8 of Money: Juſtice, and- 
ruth; 4 . them ſtretch out their Arms to 


the Relief of thoſe that are in Diſtreſs; all is in 
vain, while there i is no Spirit nor Principle of Mo- 
tion, ſomething is wanting within. God's 


dreadful Threatnings be ſounded i in their Ears with 


4 Voice of Thunder, they hear it not; if Bo be 


fet before their Eyes, they ſee it not; if a pate 
be laid on ee * Wenn * 


pot, VaY 2 2 4121 Ae 11 5 ++; 
BD © 1 . 7 i ; | 
1 15 * was fo mild towards BY note 


8, Agulterics,, and Inceſts bf, his 


e 
how. unc itabſy doth he miſconſtrue poor En- 


* Devotion, and upon what weak es Len- 


0 eeing ber Lips move without Noiſe) doth he 
uild RE > Charge of Drunkenneſs againſt her; 
but afterw —4 iving his Error, — 
turns Hts con ing Hanndh, | into praying for 


. „ 
. 6 


Taus it often that thoſe who are moſt 
wildly indulgent. to their own, are moſt ſharply. 
cen ef r el is ſuborn- 


2 bribed by Affection to a t tial and ſoſt 
=p will, where the Sobje is different, 
be as much warped. and biaſſed to. a c Ex- 


treme. Fot the Caſe is. much altered with the Pet- 
ſons that are concerned in it: If Nature or Affec- 


eee 


offences 
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Divine Meditation. 33 
Offences to accept the Perſons of the Offenders, the 
Judgment muſt needs be partial: The ſame Eye 
which could not diſcern a Beam in one Caſe, 


* 
4 


Ho apt is haſty and ĩuconſiderate Zeal to pals 
a grievous Cenſure, where there is no other Ground 
for it but mere Miſpriſion? Fhoſe that are too 
raſh in their Reproofs, before they have taken ſuf- 
ficient Eſtimate of the Ground on which they are 
to level them, are often guilty of a zealous Breach 
of Charity. Let me imitate Eli, not in commit- 
ting, but amending, his Fault; and if in my Haſte 
I have prejudiced or injured another by an unjuſt 
Cenſure, let me not perſiſt in my Error, but be as 
unquiet till I have made Satisfaction for my Of- 


fence, as I was till I had committed ite: Let me 


in cool Blood make the beſt Reparation I can for 
the Wound I have given in my Heat and diſtem, 


2 
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Wx read of Axrippina, that the Courſe ſhe took 
to deſtroy her Huſband Claudius, was, by temper- 
ing Poiſon at a Banquet with the Meat which he 
moſt delighted in, a Muſhroom (boletum medica- 
tum ævidliſſimo talium ciborum obtulit). And we 
know, that what is venomous, being min ed with 
Wine, works more furiouſly and incurably than 
with Water. The Devil's great Buſineſs is, to 
ſearch into our Tempers, Thoughts, Inclinations 
and Affections, that finding which Way the Pulſe 
of our Soul beats, he may apply himſelf accord- 
ingly ; that he may? ſuit his Temptations ſo, as 
moſt. effectually to work on the Humour that a- 
bounds moſt in us; that he may Jay his Poiſon in 

our 


36 The SpirituaF Bee: Or, 
our daintieſt Diſh ; and bait his Hook with what 
h 


is ſure we will ſwallow with moſt Eagerneſs. 
he * the 5 N upo ; n Riches, he will 
reſent ſuch a en Idol for him to fall 
2 5 to (as + Mans goon Mol up an 13 e of 
Gold for By Subjects to worſhip) : "When he en- 
tred Judas, to hurry him to that 2834 Treachery, 
 *ewas a Silver Key that let him into his Heart; and 
he knew that the Bag which he carried was fo 
cloſely hugged by him, that Poiſon would be beſt 
convey'd to him in a Cordial of Gold. Are un- 
clean Deſires accuſtomed Gueſts ro his Soul? The 
Devil will be the Pander to his Luſt, and by ef- 
fectual Contrivances will ſo order Things, that 
they ſhall fall in with the Cutrent of his Aﬀec- | 
tions : Thus he endeavoured to compaſs David's 
Death by the Poiſon of a Look; and when he 
found Amnon's Soul hot with this Fever, he by 
onadab's Mouth inſpires a crafty Fetch into his 
ead of feigning himſelf ſick, whereby he inveig- 
led his 2 Hath Pride and Ambition the 
Throne in his Heart? How doth the Devil ſublime 
his Thoughts, and raiſe them up to high and ſoar- 
ing Hopes; en aging him in ſuch Deſigus as can- 
not be com but by wading thro' deep and 
enormous Sins ? Thus Human, that he might en- 
ſs the Favour of his King, and ſhine with a 
uſtre of Glory, free from that Shadow which the 
Contempt of an unbended Knee ſeem'd to eclipſe 
it with, is drawn to contrive a cruel Epidemick 
Plot 2gainſt the whole Nation of the Fews, and 
which prov'd in the Upſhot moſt fatal to himſelf 
in an Advancement which his ambitious Thoughts 
* never propoſed to him. 
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I r1xD it to be more hard to combat Pleaſure 
than Grief, and that I am more eaſily foiled by 
the inſinuating Nature of that, than overthrown 
by the open and harſh: Violence of this: For 
Grief where it makes its Onſet, can't hold any 
Intelligence within me to facilitate a Surpriſal; 
but Pleaſure hath, a treacherous Party in my Bo- 
ſom that have ſecret Compliances with her, a 
thouſand Paſhons that favour her Admittance, and 
by all Endeayours ſeek to fruſtrate my Reſiſtance : 

he Soul barricadoes itſelf againſt Grief, and by 
all Wards ſeems to keep off the Fury of its A{- 
ſaults ; but to Pleaſure it lies open and naked, and 
ſoon hearkens to the Summons ; it admits of Par- 
lies, Truces, Correſpondencies, and Compliances 
here; whereas in the other War, it fights it out 
to the laſt without Quarter: That is like the Strife 
between the Torrent and the Dam, always ſtrug- 
| gling to force one another ; but this-is like that 
between Wind and Tide, which ſometimes ſtrive, 
ſometimes come about, and are both of a Side. 
The Will keeps its Forces firmly united, when 
ſhe enters the Liſts with that; but when Pleaſure 
is to be reſiſted, they are divided and diſſipated, 


and not eaſily rally'd. The Soul's Reſolution will 


not be borne down by Force, but it gently ſurren- 
ders to Delight: It ſoon comes to a Treaty here, 


but the Stormings of Grief it firmly oppoſeth, 


Therefore I will adventure to pronounce it, tho' 


it be a bold Aphoriſm, That it is more eaſy to 


live on the Dunghill of Feb with Patience, than 
in the midſt of Solomon's Affluence with Modera- 
tion: Thoſe Paths waſh'd with Buiter (as the 


e in it) muſt needs be more ſlippery 


XVIII. D than 


38 Wes Spiritual Bee: Or, 


than the Way that hath Blocks and Croſſes in it, 
or that is ſtrewed with the Salt of Affliction. 


Son, if we review the Examples of thoſe 
who have marked the Ways that lead to Deſtruc- 
tion with their Blood, we may return with that in 
our own Mouths. Adverſity hath flain her thou- 
Jands, but Proſperity her ten thouſands. King James 
once aſking a Gentleman of Note, what the Peo- 
ple talked of the Spaniſh Navy, was anſwer d, Sir, 
The People are more afraid of the Spaniſh Match, 
than the Spaniſh Powder. I more fear Satan's kind 
Offers and courting Addreſſes, than his hoſtile At- 
tempts, | | | | | : 


© XXRIV, 


Tuev who indulge themſelves theDivertiſement 


of reading Romantick Stories experience, that tho” 
they know all to be falſe and fictitious, yet ny 
Times On hold from having as violent Paſ- 
ſions, as if it were true; and as if they ſaw that 
really before their Eyes, which they are ſure is 
but painted: Sometimes they are under a Tranſ- 


port of Joy, ſometimes of Sorrow, as it pleaſ- 


eth the Romancer :to tell his Story ; they are in 
Fears when Extremity of Danger is repreſented, 
and in Hopes when a good Iſſue of the Matter 


ſeems to open itſelf, and that with as lively a Senſe 


as if they were in good earneſt intereſted in the 
Affair: And though ſtill they can reſſect on all as 
the Dreams and Fancies of another Man, yet when 
they find themſelves ſo truly afflicted, they are 
Teady to think them their own proper Concern- 
ments. This plainly evidenceth what vain, irra- 


tional Things our Paſſions for the moſt Part are: 


How 
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How eager and vehement they may be in the Pur- 
ſuit of that which is as empty as Shadows and 
Dreams: And it would be a good Leſſon from 
| this, to learn how little we are to truſt the Repre- 
ſentations of our Fancies there, where the Matter, 
is of a more weighty Nature; it being an approv'd- 
Rule in Prudence, Never to tru/t thoſe entirely, who- 
have deceived us, though but once, How great Fol- 
* it in us, to permit ourſelves to the Hurry of 
heſe blind and hoodwink'd, yet impetuous Guides ?. 
| In this Inſtance. likewiſe, | methinks we have an 
Inſight into the Unhappineſs of our Natures, What 
a ſtrange and ſecret Violence Senſe exerciſeth over 
Reaſon; what a tyrannital Power Paſſion uſurpeth; 
in the Soul; how.extremgly contagious the Neigh- 
bourhood of che inferior Faculty, the Imagination, 
is to the Underſtanding: Certainly, there is in 
Man more of the Earth, out of which he was ta- 
ken and framed, than of that living Spirit which, 
Vas breathed inte his Noſtrils: There is more Bo- 
Ia than Soul in this proud Creature, Which thinks 
himſelf created do have Dominion over all otbets. 
b d d e vt eee eee bo 
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Ir is obſervable in what Manner the Conten- 
tion between Arabum's Herdſmen and Lot's is re- 
5 lated; Cen. xiii. 7. Aud there was a Strife between, 
"I Abraham's, Hardſinen and the Herdſmen of Lot s, 
Cattle, (and immediately follows in a ge 
* [| ſeeming Deperidence) and the Canaanite and Periz-— 
ite dive/ked in the Land: Which ſurely the Spirit 
of Gon inſerted as no ſmall Aggravation of the 
unſeaſonableneſs of the Strife, that they ſhould fall, 

out while the Heathens lived ſo near them, and 
were looking on, and fo expoſe their Religion ta; 
- 2 
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Contempt and 2 * How great an Aggra- 


vation have our Diſſentions received from the 
Neighbourhood of thoſe that are Adverſaries to 
the I ruth, who have delighted to look on and lee 
our Scuffles, and have clapped their Hands, ſay- 
ing, Aba, fo wauld we have it; from hence allo, 
faking Occaſion to reproach and vilify our Reli. 
gion: As St. Paul ſays of ſpeaking with ſeveral 
Fongues, Would not he that comes in ſay, you are 
nad So when thoſe that are without, hear of ſo 
many Diſſentions and Brawls, ſuch jangling O- 
hey" among us, will they not think us mad? 
will not eaſily be induced to believe there 
urch or Temple of Gon building, where 
thite is ſuch a Noiſe and Clatter of knocking of 
Hammers and Iron Inſtruments. Surely Sion can 
as ill be built _ Di por of Hearts, as Babel 
could with Diſc _ gues. Gon is not wont 
to be in the Whir wind of Diſſentions and Up- 
roars, but in the fill Voice; and that Heavenly 
Dove the Holy Ghoſt, like the Halcyon, builds 
his Neſt only in a Calm. Though the Garment 
of the King's Daughter, the Church, be of di- 
vers Colours, though there be Variety of Gifts, 
et it ſhould be like Chris Garment, without 
m; in veſte varietas ſit, ſciſſura non fit. Lines 
the nearer they approach to the Center, the nearer 
they come to one another; and thoſe are at t- 
eſt Diſtance from Gop, who are furtheſt T 
one ence * . Differences. NEE 


81 


"SE, 


-do7 have the Cantamite and the Ported Sv 
merely Lookers on, or have they not had another 
Intereſt in the Strife, by ſtrong and ſecret Influ- 
ences, | cauſing and fomenting Differences and 
Contentions, -and kindlin Sparks into a Flame? 
verely the Hand * . 10 been in all this Mat- 


fer : 


— 
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ter: To this Sewer of Tares we are in great Part 
to impute the Stirs and Diſturbances which new 
Diſciplines, new Dottrines, Setts and Schiſms have 
raiſed among us: Who have been diligent in im- 
proving that Rule in the Machiavelian Politicks, 
Divide & impera, making Diviſions, and diſunit- 
ing that he may bring the broken Parties more 
eaſy under his own Maſtery. 
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Fur, in K Fa ſe, tÞ 2 255 perceive bow 
' the Writer . Heart is enflamed with a holy Fire, 


and bow bis Soul aſcends 


, as ſnatched up to 


above all that is below 


To the Chriſtian RxApkR. 
ſuch who ſeem to have out-run others! So that, 
8 — ou Angel of the Church fpeaks, 
as one ſtand: 2 in the Choir of Angels, 
or as an Angel come from Heaven among 


Men, to give us ſome Account of what they — 


Thus leaving thee ta peruſe os; is made, 
public for thy  Edification, and wiſhing thee 
an al Knowledge of that furpaſſmg 
aud inconceivable Steetneſs, which is in 
Fruition of Gop, and in & P 5 with 
Father aud tui his Jon Jeſus Chriſt 3 with 
out vieh, hilt be ſpedks as coming forth 
of the. King's: — -bouſe., 1 parry 
2 40 ee feaſt, ben ao 
ſhit this tou ſrrioufyſeck of Gov the ſame. 
8 him, who fecks this fer bea, and hath 
bis Dehgn in the Pains taken in publiſhing vhefr”. 
Letters, if thou be. tbereby proveked. ta: fert tilt 
than ford Thi, ts. — —e— 
he zeſty: F 
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7 
VISCOUNTESS NH KENMURE, 


«ada, EO” 


Hax heard of your Ladyſhip's Sickneſs, with | 


Grief; yet I truſt ye have learned to ſay, It is 
the LoRD, let Him do tubat ſeometh good in his Eyes. 
It is now many Years ſince the apoſtate Angels 
made a Queſtion, whether their Will or the Will 
of their, Treator ſhould be done; and, ſince that 
Time, froward Mankind hath always in that ſame 
Suit compeared, to plead with; them againſt Gon, 
in repining againſt his Will: But the Lond, bein 
both Party and Judge, hath. obtained a Decree, an 
faith, Ja. xlvi. 10. Ay Counſel ſhall ſtand, and I 
will da all my Pleaſure. It is then beſt for us, in 
the Obedience of Faith, and in an holy Submiſ- 
ſion, to give that to Gob, which the Law of his 
almighty and juſt Power will have of us. Tbeie- 
fore, Madam, your Loxp willeth you, in all States 
of Life to ſay, Till be done in Earth, as it is in 
Heaven: And herein ſhall ye have Comfort, that 
He, who ſeeth perfectly through all your Evils, and 
knoweth the Frame and Conſtitution of your Na- 
ture, and what is moſt healthful for your Soul, 
holdeth every Cup of Affliction to your Head with 
his 
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his. own gracious, Hand. Neyer, believe that your 
E viour will 15 iel dae 
Drachm of Poiſon." Drink then with the Patience of 
the Saints; and the Patience of Gop | bleſs. your 
Phyſick. I have heard your Ladyſhip complain of 
Deadneſs, and Want of the Power of the Life of 
Gen but S who! walked in the Gar- 
den, and made a Noiſe that made Adam hear his 
Voice, will alſo at ſomE Times Walk in your Soul, 
and make you hear a more ſweet Word: Yet ye 
Will not always hear the Noiſe of his Feet when He 
| walketh. Te are at ſuch a Time like Jacob mourn- 
ing at the ſuppoſed Death of Jeſepb, when Joſeph 
_ was living: The Image of the ſecond Adam is living | 
in you; and yet ye are mourning at the ſuppoſed 
Death of the Life of Chrift in you, Ephraim is 
bemoaning and mourning, Fer. xxxi. when he 
thinketh Gop is far off, and heareth not; and yet 
Gop.is like the Bridegroom, Cant. ii. ſtanding onl 

behind a thin Wall, and laying to his Ear; for H. 
faith Himſelf, ver. 18. 7 have fi . Ephraim 
bemoaning himſelf. I have good Confidence, Ma- 
dam, that Chrift Jeſus, whom your Soul through 
Foreſts and Mountains is ſeeking, is within you: 
And yet I ſpeak 'not'this to lay a Pillow under your 
Head, or to diſſuade you from an holy Fear of the 
Loſs of Chri/?, or of provoking and ſtirring up the 
Beloved before He pleaſe, by Sin. I know, in ſpi- 
ritual Confidence, the Devil will come in, as in 
all other good Works, and ſo endeavour to bring 
vou under a fearful Sleep, till He whom your 
Soul loveth be departed from the Door, and have 
leſt off knocking; and therefore, here the Spirit of 
Go muſt hold your Soul's Feet in the golden Mid- 
Line betwixt confident reſting in the Arms of 
Chrift, and drouſy fleeping in the Bed of ___ 
Security. Therefore, ſo count little of yourſolf, 
that ye count not alſo little of Gop in the mag 
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of his Merey: For there be many Chriſtians, like 
youbs Sailors, who think the Shore and the whole 

and doth move, when the Ship and they themſelves 
are moved; juſt ſo, not a few imagine, that Gop 
moveth and faileth and changeth Places, becauſe 
their giddy Souls are under ſai}, and ſubject to Al- 
teration, but the Foundation of the. LoRD abideth 
ſure. Gop knoweth that ye are his own: Wreſtle, 
fight, go forward, watch, fear, believe, pray; and 
then ye have the infallible Symptoms of one or 
the of Chre/t within you. Ye have now 
Sickneſs before you; and after that, Death: Ga- 
ther then Food for the Journey. Gop give you 
Eyes to ſee through Sickneſs and Death, and to ſee 
ſomething beyond Death. I doubt not but if Hell 
were betwixt you and Chrift, as a River which ye 
muſt croſs before ye could come at Him, but ye 
would willingly put in your Foot, and make thro' 
to be at Him, upon Hope that He would come in 


Himſelf in the deepeſt of the River, and fend you 
his Hand. Now I believe your Hell is dried up, 
and ye have only theſe two ſhallow Brooks, Sic#- 
neſs and Death, to paſs through; and ye have alſo 
a Promiſe, that Chriſt ſhall do more than meet you 
even that He ſhall cone, Felt and go -withyol 


foot for foot, yea, and bear you in his, Arms. TI 
then ! for the Joy that is ſet before you, for the 
Love of the Man (who is alſo Gor ever all, bleſſed 
for ever) that is ſtanding upon the Shore to wel- 
come you, run your Race with Patience. The 
Lokbp go with you. Your Lonxp will not have 
you, nor any of his Servants, to exchange for the 
worſe. Death in itſelf includeth both the Death of 
the Soul, and the Death of the Body; but to God's 
Children the Bounds of Death are abridged, and 
drawn into a more narrow Compaſs: So that, when 
ye die, a Piece of Death ſhall only ſeize upon you, 
and that is the Diſſolution of the Body; for in 
Vor. XXVIII. E Chriſt 
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Alvi ye are delivered from the ſecond Death: And 
therefore, that Serpent, Sin, {hall but eat your 
earthly Part. As for your Soul, it is above tht 
Law of Death. Not willing to weary your Lady- 
ſhip further, I commend you, now and always, to 


the Grace and Merey of that Gon, who is able to 


hw — * ye fall not. The Lord Jaſus be with 


Aiwoth, July 23, er Caps ber pe, 
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3 ort h and well-belcycd in iſt Jeſus on Lond., 


er, Mercy and Peace be to you. "Yout 
Letters could-not come to my Hand in a 


gfeater Throng of Buſineſs than I am now preſſed 


with; yet L cannot but anſwer both. 1. I would 
not have you pitch upon me, as the Man able by 
Letters to anſwer Doubts of this Kind, while there 


are in your Bounds, Men of ſuch great Parts, "moſt 


able for this Work. I know the beſt ate unable; 
Tx pleaſeth the Spirit of 2/5 to blow his ſweet 
Wind through a hy Strict, that the empty Reed 
may keep no Glory to itſelf 2. Know that th 

Wind of this Spirit hath a Time when it blowet! 

ſharp, and preſſeth ſo ſtrongly, that it would blow 
through an Iron Door: And this is commonly 92 


3 


out of watching; and there is as much Need te 
watch over Grace, as to watch over Sin: Full M 


3. For your Weakneſs to keep off Security, that 


his Weakneſs in Chris ſtrengthning Hand, and 
facher a ſick Soul upon fuch a Phyſician, and to 1a 
mw hoo? ett al n 2 1 * . 
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under ſuffering for Chriſt, than at any other Time. 
Siek Children get of Chr:i/P's pleaſant Things, be- 
cauſe Feſus is moſt tender of the Sufferer, for He 
was à Sufferer Himſelf. O, if T had but the Leav-- 
ings of a Sufferer's Table! But I leave this to an- 
fwer-yours. © Fir, Ye write, That Gop's Vows 
are lying on you, and Security ſtealing on you who 
are weak. I anſwer, 1. Nature is a Sluggard, and 
loveth not the Labour of Religion; therefore Reſt 
ſhould not be taken, *till we know the Diſeaſe be 
over: And the Calms of Faith, of Victory over 


Corruption, would be entertained in the Place 


of Security; ſo that, if L. ſleep, I would defire to 
fleep Faith's Sleep, in Chris Boſom. 2. Know 

alſo, none that fleep found can feriquſly complain 
of Sleepineſs; Sorrow for a ſtumbering Soul, is. a 
'Foken of ſome Watchfulneſs of Spirit: But this is 
ſoon turned into Wantonneſs, therefore our Wak- 
ing muſt be watched over, elſe Sleep will even gro 


will ſoon fleep, and ſooner than hungry Men. 


leth upon you, I would fay two Thines; (2: 


To want Complaints of Weakneſs, is for Heaven, 


and Angels that never ſinned, not for Chriſtians id 
Chri/'s Camp on Earth: Np Man ſhould rejoice at 
Weakneſs and Difeafes; but I think we may have 
a Sort of Gladnefs at Boils and Sores, becauſe, 


without them, Ohr its Fingers, as a flain, Loxn, 


ſhould never have touched our Skin. I dare not 


thank myſelf, but I dare thank Gop's Depth of 
 awwiſe Providence, that I have an Errand in me, for 


Cbriſt to come and viſit me, and bring with Him 
his Balm. O how fweet is it for a Sinner to me ; 
te 
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Weakneſs before Him, to weep upon him,” and to 
plead. and pray! Weakneſs can ſpeak and cry when 
we have not a Tongue, £xzek. xvi. 6. And when 1 
fafſed by thee, and ſaw thee, polluted. in thine own 
Blocd, I ſaid unte tles, when thou wa in thy Blood, 
Live, The Church could not ſpeak one Word to 
Cbriſt then; but Blood and Guiltineſs ſpake, and 
drew cut of Chri/t Pity, and a Word of Life and 
Love. (2.) For Weakneſs, we have it, that we 
may employ Chriſi's Strength becauſe of our Weak- 
nels : Weaknels is to make us the ſtrongeſt Things; 
that is, when having no Strength of our own, we 
are. carried upon Chriſt's Shoulders. If our Weak- 
neſs ſwell up to the Clouds, Chriſt's Strength will 
ſwell up to the Sun, and above the Heaven of Hea- 
vens. 2dly, Ve tell me, That there is need of 
Counſel for ſtrengthning of new Beginners. I can 
fay little to that, who am not well begun myſelf; 
but I know, honeſt Beginnings are nouriſhed by 
Him, who never yet put out a poor Man's dim 
* who a wrelfling betwixt Light and Darkneſs. 

am ſure, if new Beginners would urge themſelves 
upon Chrift, and preſs their Souls upon Him, they 
could not come wrong to Chriſt. 3dly, Whereas ye 
complain of a dead Miniſtry, remember that the Bible 
among you is the Contract of Marriage; and the 
Manner of Cbriſt's conveying his Love to your 
Heart, is not ſo abſolutely dependent upon even 
lively preaching, as that there is no Converſion at 
all, no Life of Gop, but that which is tied to a 
Man's Lips: Make Cbriſt your Miniſter, He can 
-woo a Soul at a Dike-fide in the Field; He needeth 
not us, howbeit the Flock be obliged to ſeck Him 
in the Shepherds Tents. Hunger of Chriſt's mak- 
ang may thrive, even under Stewards who mind not 
the feeding of the Flock. O bleſſed Soul, that can 
Jeap over a Man, and look above a Pulpit to Chriſt, 
Who can preach home to the Heart, howbeit we 


EET ie rin . ]ĩ?ĩ7x⁵0ü a ou. 


| 5thiy, Light remaineth, ye ſay, but ye cannot at- 


for my Part of Heaven, aud all that L 


were all dead and roſten. 4thly, So to complain of 


| yourſelf, as to juſtify Gop, is right; providing ye 


juſtify his Spirit in yourſelf: But I adviſe you to 
ſpeak Good of Chrift for his Beauty and Sweetneſa, 
and ſpeak Good of Him for his Grace to yourſelves. 


tain to Painfulneſs. While we are here, Light is 
in the moſt Part broader and longer than Qbedience:: - 
But if there be Sorrow for coming ſhort: of: Perſor - 
ther with Chri/f's Interceſſion, pleading: that Gop 
would welcome that which we have, and forgive 
that which we have not, will not be in vain. 6:thly, 
In Chris Abſence, there is (as ye write) a Wile 
lin to uſe Means, but Heavineſs after the Uſe 
of becauſe of the formal and ſlight Perfor- 

mance. In:Chri//'s:Abſence, I confeſs, the Work 
lieth behind; but if ye mean Abſence of Comfort, 
I think that A is Ghrif?'s trying us, not ſim- 
ply our Sin againſt Hun: But if ye mean, by Ab- 
ſence of Chr:/?, the Withdrawing of his working 
Grace, I ſee not how Willingneſs to uſe Means 


can be at all under ſuch an Abſence: : -Fhereſore, . 


be humbled for Heavineſs in that Obedience, and 
thankful for oo ingnels Alſo I recommend to 
you Heayineß for Formality, and for Deadneſs in 


| Obedience: Be caſt down, as much as ye will or 


can, for Deadneſs; and challenge that ſlow. and 


dull Carcaſe of Sin, that will neither lead nor drive - 


in your ſpiritual Obedience. rh Ve hald, That 
Chrift muſt either have hearty Service, or no Ser- 
vice at all. Iſ ye mean, He will not halve a Heart, 
or have 2 Service, I grant you that; * 
muſt have Honeſty or nothing : But if ye mean He 
will have no Service at all where the Heart draweth : 
back in any Meaſure; I would not that were true, 
r 
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54 
the World. If ye mind to walk to Heaven without 
a Cramp or a Crook, I fear ye muſt go alone: He 


£3 v 3 
. * ff 
, wo 
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knoweth our Droſs and Deſects; and Fe/us —— 
us, when Weakneſs and Deadneſs is our C 

not our Darling. Vet I judge it not ce oa to 
ſeek renewed Conſolations, provided, 1. The Heart 
be ſubmiſſive, and content to leave the Meaſureand 
Timing of them to Him. 2. Providing they be 
ou ht to excite us to Praiſe, and ſtrengthen our 
urance, and ſhatpen our Deſires after Himſelf, 
Let them be ſought, not for our Humours or 
welling of Nature, but as an Earneſt: of Heaven: 
And, I think, many attain to greater Conſolations 
after Mortifications, than ever. they had former- 
ly. But} I know our Lon walketh here ſtill by 
a Sovereign Latitude, and keepeth not the ſame 
Way, towards all his Children. The rich Grace 
of our LORD 7 — u en E all. * 
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My Lay KENMURE. 


| Mapa, 


ALUTING your 101 with —— and Mer- 
cy from Gon our Father, and from our Lox D 
Jeſus Chrift; I was ſorry at my Departure, leavin 


| your Ladyſhip in —_ and would ſtill be gieved 


at 
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| at it, if I were not aſſured that ye have One Wieck 


ou in the Furnace, whoſe Viſage is like unto the 
of Gop. I am glad that you have been ac- 
uainted from your Youth with the Wreſtlings of 
— ;and that ye get ſcarce Liberty to ſwallow 


— Spictle, being caſt from Furnace to Furnacez 


owing if ye were not dear to Gop, He would 
not ſpend ſo much Phyſick upon you. All: the 
Brethren and Siſters of Chrif muſt be conform to 
his Image in ſuffering, and ſome do more lively 
reſemble the Copy than others. Think, Madam, 
that it is a Part of your Glory to be inrolled among 
thoſe, whom one of the Elders,” Rev. vii. 14. point- 
ed out to John, Theſe are they which came cut of great 
Tribulation, and have waſhed their Robes, and mad 
them white in the Blood of the Lamb. Behold your 


Fore-runner going out of the World; all in a Lake 


of Blood; and it is not ill to do as He did: Fulfil 
with Joy the Remnant of the Afflictions of Chriſ, 
in your Body. Ve have loſt a Child: Nay, ſhe is 
not loſt to you, who is found to CH; ſhe is not 
ſent away, but only ſent before, like a Star, which, 
ing out of our Sight, doth not die and-vaniſh, 
— ſhineth in another Hemiſphere: Ye fee her 
not, yet ſhe doth ſhine in another Country. If 
her Glaſs was but a ſhort Hour, What ſhe want⸗ 
eth of Time, that ſhe hath gotten | of Zternity.— 
Build your Neſt upon no Tree here: For ye ſee 
Gop hath ſold the Foreſt to Death; and every 
Tree, whereupon we would reſt, is ready to be cut 
down, to the End we may flee and mount up, and 
build upon the Rock, and dwell in the Holes of 
the Rock, What ye love beſides Feſus,- your 
Huſband, is an adulterous Lover: Now' t is 
God's ſpecial Blefling to Fudah, that He will not 
let her find her Paths in following her ſtrange Lo- 
vers, He. ii. G. Therefore bebold, I will hedge up 
ber May with Therns, and make a Wall, that ſhe 
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age Paths, Verſe 7. Hud g Ball yar 
es but ſhe ſhall never overtake 
ice happy Judub, when Gop build- 
— betwixt her and the Fire of Hell] 
f and the Things of the World, is the 
Lover ye naturally affect, beſide your own Huſ- 
band Crit, The Hedge of Thorns, and the Wall 
which Gop buildeth in your Way, to binder you 
from this Lover, is the Thorny Hedge of daily 
Grief, Loſs of Children, Weakneſs of Body, Ini- 
of the Time, Uncertainty of Eftate, Lack of 

| Wald Comfort, Fear of Gebe 's Anger for old 
unrepented Sins: What loſe ye; if Gop twiſt the 
Hedge daily thicker? 'Gop be bleſſed, the Loxp 
will not let you find your Paths. Return to your 
firſt Huſband: Do not weary, neither think that 
Death walketh towards you with a ſlow Pace; ye 
muſt be riper before e be ſhaken : Vour Da 
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ys are 
no longer than Jos, that were feoifter tban 4 
2 $ 5 nd 
eee of. Defire, a 


lub fer the Preh, Job ix 25, 
26. There is leſs Sand in your Glaſs now than 


there was Veſternight; this Span- length of ever - 
ing Time will den be ended: Bare the 4. 49. 
s the Mercy of God, the more Years ye get to 
adviſe upon what Terms ye caſt our = 
the huge Gulf of — — 
told you what ye ſhould 7 Ling -ill 
He come: Mait and baſtew” (faith St. Peter) for the 
Commg of our LORD. All is Night that is here, 
in re of Ignorance and daily enſuing Trou 
one always making Way'to an as the ni 
Wave of the Sea to the tenth; therefore ſigh and 
long fot the Dawning of that Morning, and the 
Breaking of that Day of the Coming rar 
Man, when the Shadows ſhall flee awa way. 
Dr 3 hs 
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LETTERS. 57 
Letter ſent —— Him, Rev. iii. 11. Behold, 1 
come guickly:: Wait with the wearied N m_—_ 
for = Braking of the Eaſtern Sky, 5 hin 
that ye have not a Morrow; as the wiſe Father 
ſaid, who, being invited againſt" to-morrow to 
| dine: with his Friends, anſwered, Theſ⸗ 17 PAR 
F had no Mirroto at All. Tam loth*to'wea 
Shew yourſelf a Chriſtian, by ſuffering 7 
murmuring, for which Sin fourteen Thouſand ſe- 
ven Hundred were ſlain, Numb. xvi. 49. In Pa- 
tience poſſeſs your Soul: They loſe nothing, who 
pain Chrift. I commend you; to the Merey ard 
race of our Lord Jeſus, aſſuring you, that your 
Day is coming, and that Gop's Mercy is abiding 
you. The Lord Feſus be with your Spirit. 4147 


Anwoth, Jan. 1 & © 
2629, ;. Ä Youre i in the Lord Jes, 
al al dutiful Obedience, 
SR. 
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Le, d you are fill under the Lamy's 


FT Viſitation, with your Enemies, which is Gop's 
dealing: till He take his Children out of the Fur- 
Race, that knowerh how long they ſhould de tried, 
there is no Deliverance; i By after the Sex of 
3 is gone over 5 Souls of his — * 
then comes the gracious Ebbing, and drying up 
the Waters. Bear Sifter, do not. fa le, the 
Wicked may hold the bitter Cup to your Head, 
but Gopr mixeth it, and there is no Poiſen in it; 
they ſtrike, but Gop moves the Rod; Sbimei 
curſeth, but it is becauſe the Loxp bids him. 1 
tell you, and I have it from Him before whom I 
ſtand; there is a Decree given out, in the great 
Court of Heaven, that your preſent Troubles 
ſhall be diſperſed as the Morning-Cloud, and Gop 
hall bring forth your Righteouſneſs as the Light 
at Noon of Day. Let me intreat you in Chra/f's 
Name, to keep à good Conſcience in your Pro- 
ceedings in that Matter, and beware of yourſelf ; 
yourſelf is a more dangerous Enemy than I, or 
any without you: Innocence, and an upright 
Cauſe, is a good Advocate before Gop, and ſhall 
plead for you, and win your Cauſe ; count much 
of your Maſter's Approbation: He is now as the 
King that is gone to a far Country ; Gop ſeems 
to he from Home (if I may fay fo) yet he ſees 
the ill Servants, who ſay, Maſter deferreth his 
coming, 


LETTERS 8 
coming. Patience, m =e Add, Chriſt the King is 

4s A and he 
will afk an Account of N 4 ervants; make a fair 
clear Account to him: yourſelf, as at 
Night you may ſay, Hofer 77 oe nanes - 
bebold you bave gaur c. 2274 Vaur 


=D Conſcience. O thrice happy ſhall 2 Soul 


the 


pur on IS nd; 1 Kineneſs * 
. Wait as long upon your Enemies, 
MN waited upon yo, | the Refs ſtood at your 
Soul's Door with dewy and rainy Locks, che — 
cad iche. Iperſuade n that holy OE 
which teacheth- you all Thiags, = 
Ovprcome Edith C Gad. Itis ele 
that your Carriage may grace an — 
pel of that Lon who hath: graced'you; - Thear | 
your Huſband was alſo ſick ; but I enen 
the Bowels of Feſut, welcbme every Rod of Gop; 
for I nnd not in the wholeBook'of GO, a gr 
Note of the Child of Gop, than to fall dom an 
kiſs the Feet of an angry Gon; und hen he ſvem 
to put you away frem him, to look up in 4 
and ay, 7 Mall not, Iwill not be put away from 
HORS PET Ene ng ow! _ 


Louth, N an, 1. Brother SS . 
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Hare been: thinking, e my eee From 
**, of the Pride and Malice of your Adver- 
; and ye may not {ſihce ye have heard the 
of the Eſalms ſo often) take it "hardly. I 
beſeech you, in the Bowels of Chriſt, ſet before 
your Eyes the Patience of your Fore- runner Jeſus, 
rs when he was reviled,. r reviled not again ; when 
offered, he threatned not; but committed him £4 
o Him nude dgeth rigbteauſly,) 1 Pet. ii. 23. 
— 2 RD and REDEEMER with 

regis ved many a black Stroke on his plorious 1 
cont fr 4 of Fey unbelieving World, and 
of imſelf, Iſaiab 1. 6. I gave my Back-to the 
Smnaters, and my Cheeks. to them that plucked off the 

Hair; I hid not my: Face. frem Shame and Spitting : 
Fellow Him, and think not hard that you receive a 
Blow with your Loxp; take Part with Jeſus of 
his Sufferings, and Glory in the Marks of Chrife. 
If..this Starm were over you muſt prepare yourſelf 
for a new Wound; for, five Thouſand Years 
ago, our LornD. roclaimed deadly War betwixt 
the Secu f the Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent 
And marvel not that one Town cannot keep the 

Children of Gop, and the Children of the Devil; 
be you upon Chriſi's Side, and care not what 
Fleth can do ; hold 1 faſt by your Saviour, 
bowbeit you be bu eted, and thoſe that follow 
Him; z yet a little while, and the Wicked ſhall not 
be; 


we dealt fal 


not; flee Anger, 


you ten thouſand Talents: For I aſſure 
the Lok, your Adverſaries ſhall get no 
tage againſt you, except you Sin, and offend your 
— Sufferin At 
come is atience, iving, raying for 
your Enemies, in doing charge —— 
upon their Heads, an 
Door to you in your Trouble. Wait upon him, 
as the Night-walch waiteth for the Morning; he 
will not tarry: Go up to your Watch-tower, and 
come not down, but by Prayer, and Faith, and 
Hope, wait on. When the 
; n and ſo ſoon as the Wicked are come to the 


Change approaching: 
HFaſte. 6 
ſuſtain yourſelf, and comfort yourſelf in your 


in the beaten and common. W 
youa re under our LoRD's Cro 


e 
but not deſtroyed. If you can poſſeſo Soul in 
Patience, their Day is coming. Worthy and 
dear Siſter, know how to carry yourſelf in Trouble; 


and when you archated and reproached, the Loxn 
ſhews it to you, Pſal. xliv. 179, All this is come 
upon us, yet we have not forgotten thee, neither have 
h in thy Covenant. Pſal. cxix. 9a. 
Unleſs thy Law had been my Delight, I had periſhed 
in mine Affictions. Keep Gop's Covenant in your 
Trials ; hold you b R 
ra ng, Envying 

Fretting ; forgive an hundred Pence to rod F a 

— your Loxp hath forgiven 


2 


; but the Way to over- 


your Lox ſhall open a 


is full, it will ebb 


op, and are waxed high and mighty, then is their 
They that believe make not 
truſt in our LorD, you ſhall by Faith 


Logp, and be ſtrong in his Power; for you are 
to Heaven, when 
: You haveRea- 


ſon. to rejoice, more than in a Crown of Gold; 


V 


to bear the — I reſt, recom- 


Vor. XX of mending 
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* loving a and my ae Bell; bh rift 


Satuire ybu with G Merey and nk 
yore Gor bar B wing — out Lok n Je- 


heard with Grief of your great Dan- 
e 


„ 


de Seng but of yu,ỹ merciful 
Sure Lam, Brother: Surdn 
will leave no Stone unrolled, to roll you off your 
Rock, or, at leaſt, to unſettte you 2 For, at the 
ſame Time, the Mouths of wicked Men were open- 
ed againſt yo, by Land and! the Prinet of the 
Power of the Air was angry with you, by Sen. 
Ses then ho much you ure obliged to that Murder- 
er, Who would beat you with two Rods at one 
© Time ;; {buty bleſſed be Gob, his Arm is ſhort : 
I che Sea and Winds would have obeyed him, you 
nad never come to Land. Thank your Gon, who 
- "faith, Rev. i. 18. J have thy "Keys of find and ef 
475. Deut. Kxxii. 30. J Hill and make alive. 
Sam il 6. T Lon. ingeth down tothe Erube, 
and" bringerh up. If Satan were Goaler, and Had 
the Keys of Beath and of the Grave, they ſhould 
bo ſtored with more Priſoners. - Vou were — 
At theſe black Gates, and you found the Doors ſhüt; 
* __ we do all hs you un 5 I truſt, 


— 1 . you 


LETT E R. S. 63 
you "Ie it pe 725 nothing t that you are ſent to 
us again: The Lok knew, had Journey; | 
ſomething that "was neceſſary 
975 r Armour was note thick e i 
oke of Death.” Now, in the Seng h 27 I 
fe dif teh your Buſineſs; that Debt is not for- 
nee delayed; Death hath not bidden you 
rewell? but hath only left you for a ſhort Seaſons 
End your Journey before the Night come upon ou; 
ave alt in Readineſs: againſt the Time that you muſt 
through that black and impetuous Jordan ʒ̃ and 
1252 55 N e knoweth both theſe Depths, and the 
„and all the Coaſts, be your Pilot. The 


Kft Tide will not wait for yo u one Moment: I 
| any Thing hen 5 your Sea is full, and 


in 


ou for 
| t Ship, there is no returning a 
23 What you do amiſs in your: Liſe 
| may amend'To-mofrow, - For as many 


AR 105 maden to àriſe u vou have 
as dy Gao k Lives: But you can die but 
and, it you mar that Boine, you cannot co 


back to mend that Piete of Work again! No Man 
firmethy twice in dy ic in; as we die but once, ſo 
ſo we die ill or well ut onec. Vod fee how the 
Number of your Months is written in God's — 
5 as one of the Lonv's Hirelings, vou 

fork till the Evening come upon you,” and yeu 
tun dut your Glaſs even to the laſt g Tas 
bra our Cg with Joy; for we take nothing to the 


rave with us, but 3 good or evil — 

nd altho” the Sky clear after this Storm, 
Clouds wiil 2. another. "You contra 
with Chrift, I hope, © when you firſt began to fol 
low him, that 'you- would bear his Groſs; fulfil 

our Part of the Contract with Patience: Be honeſtz 
r in bargaining with him ; for who know- 
eth how to bring up Children better than our Gon? 
For,” to lay fide fits Khowledge, which bete 4s no 


F 2 ſearching 


"4 
* 424 1 ; 


3 . Mr. Rutherfoord's 


ö e E He hath been practiſed i: in 8 
up bis Heirs theſe five thouſand Vears, and many 
of them are now at home in their own Houſe, in 
their Father's nog way Now, the vo orm as] bis 
bringing- up was by Chaſtiſements, Sdou 
Correcting: His 442 Son and his Heir, Fe/us * 
not — BY Suffer we muſt: Before: oy were 
born, God decreed it; and it is eaſier to complain 
of his Decree, than to change it. Tribulation and 
Temptations will almoſt looſe us at the Root ; and 
—— without Tribulations and [Temptations we can 
more grow, than Herbs or Corn without 
| — then, dear Brother, hold faſt the Truth; 
forthe World, fell not one Dram of God's Truth, 
| yg now when moſt Men meaſure Truth by 
ime, fike oung Seamen ſetting their Compaſs by 
. . "+ op of Truth eſtabliſh us; for a- 
las } now there are none to comfort the Priſoners 
of Hope, and the Mourners in Zien. We can do 
bats, © except pray and mourn fot Joſeph. And let 
their Tongue cleave to the Roof of their Mouth, 
2 forget Jeruſalem now in her Day. Marien 
DT, — remember moſt heartily her Love 
au: Plates be the Loxp, that I found in this 
— ſuch a Woman, to whom Teſus is dearer 
than her own Heart. Good Brother, call to Mind 
the M of your worthy Father, now aſleep in 
Grit; and, as his Cuſtom was, pray continually, 
and wreſtle for the Life of a dying Church. Now 
3 257 you 277. N cout and Body and 
pirit, to Jeſus Chr: is Keeping, hoping you 
will die and live, ſtand and fall, with 145 &* of 
our Maſter, ' Feſus. The Loxp Jesvs himſelf be 


with your Spirit. 
a Your loving Brother, 
Anworth, Fb. 8 Et 
2, 1032. , in eur Lonp Jesvs, 


3 3 
* 3 - * 2 A | 4 
© : 


we 


2 


S 


1 


rrrrrSTETECͤĩ˙1d . ̃˙¹˙wm i wMb!iQͤ 


} 
MARION MACKNAUGHT: 
— and dear Sir in Chriſt, 2 205 


Cour not get an Anſwer written to your Let- 
ter till — in — —4 of ws Wike's Diſeaſe,. 

hope all ſhall end 
in God's — 2 — — an afliced Life 
looks very like the way that leads to the 
Kingdom ; for the Apoſtie, Aan xiv. 22. hath. 
drawn the King's Market-Way,-' through _ 
"Tripalation | to tbe Kingdom. The Lond t 
us the whole Armour of Gop.. If the Work b ver 4 
Gop, He can make a Stepping - ſtone of the Devil 


himſelf,” for n the Work. For your- 

ſelf, I would adviſe you to aſk of Gon à ſubmiſſiye 

Heart Your Reward ſhall be with the Lon p. 

Altho' the people be not gathered, as the Prophet 

£89 and luppoſe the Word do not Proſper, 

PRI ou a repairer of the Breaches Holt 
I you knew the Mind of the Glo- 


| you 0 115 Heaven, they think Heaven comes to their 


Hand at an eaſy Market, when they have got it 
for threeſcore or fourſcore Years wreſtling with 
Gon. Uhr, you are come thither, you ſhall. 
think, all I aid, in reſpect of my rich Retard en- 
joyed of Free Grace, was to little. Now' then, 


Hor the Love of the Prince of your Salvation who 


is ſtanding at the End of your Way, holding its. 


Hand the Prize and Garland to the Race · runnersz 
forward, forward, faint not: Take as many to 


Heaven with you as you are able to draw; the 


— you _ _ 2 INE I as 1 


as 


A | 


66 My. Rutherfoerd's 
"hall be yourſelf. Be no Niggard of the Grace of 
Gow; and employ all your Endeayours for eſtab- 
liſhing an honeſt 3 in you Town, now 
when — have ſo few to * — good Word for 

| have many a ed Heart daily in m 
Elling: I ſhould. be ng if I had — Accel 
to the King's Chamber of Preſence, to ſhew him 
all the Buſineſs. The Divil rages and is mad, to 
ſiee the Water drawn from his own Mill; but would 
to Gop, we could be the Loxp's Inſtruments to 
build the Son of Gon's Houſe. | Pray for me. If 
the LorD furniſh not new Timber from Lend, 
to build the Houſe, the Work will ceaſe. I look 
to him, who bath begun well with me; I have 
his Hand-writ, he will not change. The Loxp 
_ *eftabliſh * in IO "FR rue. be with _ 


4 
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MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


. ell- beloved Sifter, RE 


Y old and deareſt Loves in Chr: 
bered. Our Lord 7 at 2 

an old Kirk, that is fallen from her fir i 

wind hath forgotten her Huſband, Days without Num- 

ber : There is a dry Wind coming; he neither to fan 


nor to purg e. are they who are not blown 
9 with the for we 2 but er Tem- 
tation 


8 


ASS NAS 8888478. 


but our Lokp giveth 


a 


nee ps 


tation for ten Days : But thoſe, who are faithful ta 
— all receive the Crown of Life. 71 2 y 
what hath been ſpoken of myſelf, moſt unjuſt and 
falſly ; and no marvel, the Dragon with the ſw; 

of bis Tail hath made the third part of the Stars to 


fall from Heaven, and the fallen would have many 


to fall with them. If ever Satan was buſy, now, 
when he knoweth his Time is ſhort, he is buſy : 
Net. @ little while, and he that ſhall come, vill came, 
and till not tarry. I know, before it be long the 
Lord ſhall come, and rid all Plas betwixt us and 
his Enemies: Neu, welcome Lord Jeſus; go faſt.: 


; Yov remember that I ſaid ta you concerning your 


Love to me and my Brother begun in Chrift ; you 
know, we. are here but Strangers, and you have 
not yet found us a dry Well, as others have been. 
Be not overcome of any Suſpicion; 1 truſt in Gon, 
the Loxp, who knit us together, ſhall keep us to- 


| . It is Time now, that the Lambs of Jeſut 


ſhould. all run together, when the Wolf is barking 
at them; yet I know, before God's Children want 
a Croſs, their Love 2 themſelues ſhall be'a Groſs; 
ove for another End. I 
know you will with Love cover Iafirmities; and 
our Lox p give you Wiſdom in all Things : I think 
Love hath broad Shoulders, and will Fir an 
Things, and yet neither faint, nor ſweat, nor fa 
under the Burden. Grace, Mercy and Peace be 
vt! oo) bf bids = Bak oy it 
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mT IE Cauſe of « my not writing to your L. 
rhythm ineſs of y MT 
t a <olvericrſt Bearer; I bl. var LOND 
through Chr, who hath brought you 
© REY Country, from that gh yu home a 
ſeen wich your Eyes that which our Lon p taught 
u befare, to Wit, that worldly Glory is nothing 
t a Vapour, à Shadow, the Foam of the 2 
-6r ſomething leſs and lighter, even nothing; and 
that our Loxp hath not without Cauſe Taid ths "his 
Word, 1 Cor. vii. 1. The Cotntenance, or Fabien 
| e World | ö at. In which Place, our 
npareth it to an Image in a Looking- 
. for it is the Lookipg - glaſs of Adam's Sons: 
me come to the Glaſs, and fee in it the Picture 
of Honour, and but à Picture indeed; for true 
Honour is to be great in the Sight of op And 
'others Tee in it the Shadow of iches, and but a 
Shadow indeed; for durable Riches ſtand as O of 
ahbe Maids of Wiſdom: upon her Left. Rand, "Prov. 
iti. 16. And a third Sort ſee in it the Face of 
inted Pleaſures, and the Beholders will not believe 
ut the Image they ſee in this Glaſs is a fiving 
till the Loxp come and break the Glaſs in 
and remove the Face ; and then, like Pharach a- 
wakened, they ſay, Behold it was a Dream. I know 
your Ladyſhip thinketh yourſelf little, for the fa- 
vourable Ape of any of theſe three painted Faces; 


n Neſſe be be our Load chat it is ſo; ihe be 
or 
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for you: Madam, they are not. worthy to be Woos, 
ers to your, Soul, that looks to an higher Match 
than painted Clay. Know therefore, the Place 
whither our Lon p JEsus cometh to woo a Bride, 
it is even in the Furnace: For if you be one ef 
Zion's Daughters, the Lord who hath his Fire 
in Zien, and his Furnace in Jeruſalem, 54 xxxi. 
9. is purifying you in the Furnace: I believe you 
eſteeem yourſelf to be of thoſe whom Gon hath 
tried theſe many Years, and refined as Silver. But, 
Madam, I will ſkew your Ladyſhip a Privilege that 
others want, and you have in this Caſe : Such as 
are in Proſperity, and: increaſed. with Children and 
Friends, tho' the Word of Gop is indeed written 
to ſuch for their Inſtruction z, yet to you who are 
in Trouble, from whom the Loxp hath taken ma- 
ny Children, and whom he hath exerciſed other- 
wiſe, thereare ſome particularPromiſes in the Word 
of GoD, made in à moſt ſpecial Manner, which 
ſhould never have been yours, ſo as they now are, 
al? gi had your Portion in this Life, as others: 

therefore all the Comfortsꝭ Promiſes and Mer- 
cies Gop offereth to the Afflicted, are as many 
Love- Letters written to you; take them to you, 
Madam, and claim your Right, and be not rob- 
bed. It is no ſmall Comfort, that Gop hath 
written ſome Scriptures to you, which he hath 
not written to others: You ſeem rather in this 
to be envied than pitied; and you are indeed in 
this like People of another World, and thoſe that 
are above the ordinary Rank of Mankind, whom 
our King and Lord, in his Love-Letter to his 
wel-beloved Spouſe, hath named, beſide all the 
reſt, and hath written Comforts and his hearty 
Commendations, in the 56th of 7ſazah, ver. 4, 5. 
P/al. exlvii. 2, 3. to you: Read theſe and the like, 
and think your God is like a Friend that ſendeth 


a Letter to a whole Houſe and Family, but ſpeaketh 


Mur. Rutherfoorg's, 


in his Letter to ſome by Name, that are degręſt to him, 
ds 


in the Houſe. . Ve are then; of the deareſt Frien 
of the Bridegroom ; If f 9 _ Sond. en 
u, a6 hath ho 
2 Children: Therefore, 7641 Pat! 
(Feing' Gop taketh nothing from you, but 1 
Which be is to ſupply with his own p Prefence) to 
deſire your Lox Þ to know his owt Room -and> to 
come in, in the room of dead Children: W Yor 
Inoti thy own Plate, and tate it 1% Thee, is all 
have to ſay. I perſuade myſelf, that this World 
to you an uncouth Inn, 72 chat du are like 7! 
Tier 5 who bath bis Staff in his Hand, and his 
eet upon the Door threſhold : 'Go wad; in the 
| Strength of your LoR», with your Face towardshim, 
who! longeth more for 2 Sight of you, than ybu can 
9750 0 The H ad ef thi Loxp be with * ou 
your J ourney Vue "have you to do "here? 
His is not he Monntajn of Reſt; ariſe then and 
Sur Foot up the Mountain; go up ut of the 
Wilderneſs Teaqing upon your cloved.”" If you 
knew the Welcome that abideth hen you 
. — home, you would —— * for Ten 


alf Tears from your Ey 1995 Tow. 
s* Sv © * 22 £4 5 
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11 E FAVE. ur Ladyth ying more 2225 
45 6 0 lte e. man W 
hoe And deten, Win y Pen * Fm Fo 


TIER Jaws be 4 you 'Spirit . 
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65 Lon, and 


e Sovereig 
Con (% the Neath of 7780 above. the 


P. ower of, mortal Men, who may. -pluck up 4 low - 
-oQur 


not be blamed; for it: 
up one of his-Rpſes;; who can 
ſendeth us to — World, as 


ett many Houfs, 
and cat and drink, and buy (bd l, 3nd. 
through; the Fair, till they be weary. z and 
are thoſe who liye long: And others come 49 
ping in to, the Morning: market, and neither git 
nor ſtand, but look about them a little, and paſs 
preſently homo again; and theſe are Infanta, h 
end their heir ſhort: Market i in the Morning: Our Lon p 
55 ho bath, numbered. Man' "Months, and ſet. him 
unds that he cannot paſs,, Jol xiv. 5. hath writ- 
ten the Length of our Market ; and it is eaſier to 
complain of the Decree, than to change 1 
ee e . hoy 8 write this, * — 
taught your Ladyſhip to lay your H 
Jour 3 25 But 4, "all be —_ _ 480 
Ladyſhip or any ; others. to caſt up a, Qraſs, 
= ike, an old WA) leſs Bill, that is only for the wed 
but rather would with, each Croſs were looked 
in the Face ſeven Times, and were read over and 
over 


er in the Bud, 
dear Pox p pluc 
hal hi 


— nd Ge 


N N. — 


over again. It is the Meſſenger of the Lon d, 
and ſpeaks ſomething ; and the we Map of Under- 
ſtandi "A hear the Rod and him that hath ap- 
poin : Try what is the Taſte of the Loxp's 
Cup, 1 drink with God's Bi Mug, that you may 
row thereby, I truſt in Gop, whatever Speech it 
2 Bed is the this is one Word in it, Fob v. 


72 


17. Bleſſed is the Man whom God correfeth : And 
that it ſaith to you, You are from Home while here; 
you are not of this World, as G was not of this 
©World.” There is ſomething k eeping for you, 
- which is worth the having: All that is here is 
condemned to die, to paſs away like a Snow-ball 

* before a Summer's Sun; and, fince Death took 
firſt Poſſeſſion of ſomething of yours, it hath been 
and daily is creeping nearer and nearer to yourſelf, 

© howbeit with no Noiſe of Feet. Your Huſband- 
1 "man and Lon hath lopped off ſome Branches al- 
, the Tree itſelf is to be tranſplanted to the 
igh Garden; i in'a mere 8 it, — 4 
ripen ip. th roſſes in- 
deed, — 1 un oor them, 1 A- 35 heavy 
and many: Peace, Peace be the End of them) 
are to make you white and ripe for the Loxp's 
"Harveſt. I have ſeen the LoxD weaning you 
from the Breaſts of this World: It was never his 
Mind it ſhould be your Patrimony, and Gop be 
© thanked for that; you look the iker one of the 
Ran: ler the” Moveables'go; why noe? They 
Wenn tp e of pon the Heritage ; and 
ESUS make the Charter ſure, and give 

ip to grow as a Palm-Tree on Gov's 

1 jon. This is all I can do, to recommend 
your Caſe to your Loxp, who hath you written 
upon the Fils c of his Hands, Now he who hath 
2 . confirm and enn your Heart in 
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Grace unto the N of the LH; of the Sons of 
 Gop. . 
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4 'Y deareſt Love in | Chrit ende 63 1. 

= treat you, charge your Soul to return to Reſt, 


„ to glorify your deareſt Loxd in believing; nd 
v know, ** for the good Will of him that dwel- 
n) leth in the Buſh, the burning Kirk ſhall not be 
oY conſumed to Aſbes; ; but Deut: xxxiii. 16. Bleſſing 
du Hall come on the Head of Joſeph, and upon the Top 
"Y K 4 the Head of him that was ſeparated from his Breth- 
be And are not the Saints ſeparated from their 
he Brothireh, and ſold, and hated ?: for Gen. xlix. 23. 
ey The Archers have fottly grieved Joſeph, and ſbat at 
nd in, and hated him. Ver. 24. But his Botu abode in 
re Strength, and the Arms 0 of 22 Hands tbere made 
i Prong, by the Hands of the mighty Gon e Jacob: 
nd From him is the Cop and the Stone of Ifrael.— ' 
en | The Stone of Iſrael ſnall not be broken in Pieces; 
ith Though it is hammered upon by the Children of 
in this World, we ſhall live and not die. Our Lox 
ce bath done all this, to ſee if we will believe, and 
not give over; and I am perſuades, you muſt of 
Neceflity ſtick by your Work: The Eye of Ghri/t 
Vor. XXVII. > hath 


74 . Rutherfoord's 

hath been upon all this Buſineſs ; and he taketh 
o0d Heed too, who is for him, and who is againſt 
im: Let us do our Part, as we would be appro- 
ved of Chriff. * The Son of Gop.is near to his 
Enemies; if they were not deaf, they may hear 
the Din of his Feet: And he will come with a Start 
| his weeping Bairns, and take them on his 
nee; and lay their Head in his Boſom, and. dry 
"their watry Eyes; and this Day is Faſt coming; 
t dVittle Time, and the Viſion will ſpeak, it will 
not tarry. Theſe Queſtions betwixt us and our 
Adverſaries will all be decided in yonder Day, 
when the Sun of Gop ſhall come, and rid all Pleas; 
atid it will be ſeen whether We or Mey have been 
for Chrift, and who have been pleading for Baal. 
It is not known what we are now; but when our 
Life ſhall appear in Glory, then we mall ſee who 
- laughs faſteſt that Day: Therefore. we m Pofſe/s 
ear Shur an Patience,” and go into our Chamber, and 
t while the Indignation be: pat. 'We' ſhall not 
- weep: — * ben out Lord ſhall take us up in the 
Daytliat hegatheretht hib Jewels. My dear friend, 
lay down your-Head upon Chriſfs Breaft : Weep 
not, che Lion of che Tribe of Judub will "ariſe. 
- The Sun is gene drum upon the Prophets, und our 
Guald is become dim; and ih Lon ferdeth his Pro- 
ple with Mater of Gull and i ⁰,; Yet Christ 
ſtandeth but behind the Wall, his Bowels are 
moved” for Scotland; he waiteth (as Iſaiab faith) 
that be may ſbetu Aerty. If we go Home, 
And take our Brethren with us, weeping with our 
- Faces towards Zion, aſting the Way thitherward, he 


— 


_ - would- 3 our Captivity. We may not 


think that Gop has no Care of his 6wn Ho- 
nour, while Men tread it under their Feet; he 
will chath him. | 

And appear againſtour Enemies for our Deliverante. 
Te were never yet beguiled, and Gop will not 
r 1 5 ; begin 
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begin with you. Wreſtle ſtill wi 4 
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HAT Honour that I have red fon ht 
L foxteen Years, with Submiſſion to my Lonn's 
b, m y Lonp hath now beſtowed upon A e 
T_ 1. buffer for my King Jeſus, and ſor his 
— 4 rown, and the — of his: Kingdom, 
Father hath given him. The-Lords hae 
on me with Deprivation, and Confinemettt 
within the Town of Aberdeen, I am charged in 
the. King's. Name, to enter againſt the twentieth 
Day, of Auguſl next, and there to remain during 
the. s Pleaſure, Howbeit Chriſt's green Croſs, 
newly. laid upon me, be ſomewhat heavy, while I 
call ta Mind the many. fair Days, ſweet and com- R 
fortable to my Sdul, and to the Souls of many M 
thers, and how young ones in Chriſ are plucked 7 
from. the Breaſt; — the Inheritance of God: laid : 
waſte; yet that perfumed Croſs: af:Ghreis\accom+ if 
aK with ſweet; Refreſhments, with the Kiſſes | 
1 with the 8 of the Holy Ghaſty We 1 
Faith that the Loxp hear the Sighing of aPriſo- | 
ner, 1 


— at —_— * 
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76 Mr. Rutherfoord's 
ner, with undoubted Hope Fu. ſure as my Lorp 
Iweth)after this Night to ſee Day-light, and Chri/?*s 
Sey to clear up again upon me and his poor Kirk; 
and that in a ſtrange Land, amongſt ſtrange- Faces, 
he will give Favour in the Eyes of Men to his poor 
oppreſſed Servant, who dare not but love that 
lovely One, that princely One, Jeſus the Com- 
forter. of his Soul. All would be well, if I were 
free of old Challenges, for Neglect in wy Cal- 
ling, and for ſpeaking too little for my W e!lbe- 
_ Iived's Crown, Honour and Kibgdem:: © Oh for” 
a Day in the Aſſembly of the Saints to Advo- 
cate for King Jeſus / If my Loxp go on now 
to Quarrels alſo, I die, I cannot endure it : But 
Lok for Peace from him; becauſe he knoweth 
I dare bear Men's Feud, but dare not bear his Feud. 
This is my only Exerciſe, that I fear I have done 
little good in my Miniſtry ; but I dare not but ſay, 
_ Flovel the Children of the Wedding chamber, 
and prayed (for, and deſired the thriving of the 
Marriage, and coming of his Kingdom. I. ap- 
ppt] + no-leſs than a Judgment upon Gallnvay ; 
and the Lon p ſhall viſit this whole Nation. © But 
what can be laid upon me, or any the like of me, 
is too light for Chrit = Chriſt would bear Death 
and burning quick, in his weak Servants; for his. 
honourable Cauſe that I now ſuffer for; : Yet for 
all my Complaints (and he knoweth that I dare” I * 
not now diſſemble) he was never ſweeter and kin- 
der than he is now; one Kiſs now is ſweeter than E 
ten long ſince: Sweet, ſweet is his Croſs; 7 | 
light and eaſy is his Yoke. - O what a ſweet Step 
were it up to my Father's Houſe; through ten 
Deaths, for the Truth and Cauſe of that unknown 
Plant of Renown, the Man called the Branch, the 
Chief among ten Thouſands, the faireſt among 
Rane | 
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O wHAT unſeen Joys, how many hidden Hearts 
burnings .of Love, are in the Remnants 45 
Sufferings of Chriſt! My dear worthy 5 —5 
give it to your n Hand my He 
writing as well as m elcome, . = 
ſweet and glorious Croſs of Chriſt; welcome ſweet 

gſus with thy light Croſs; thou haſt now gained 
and gotten all my Love from me, keep what thou 
oy otten., - Only, Wo is for my hereft Flock, 

e Lambs of efus, that I fear ſhall be fed 
with dry Breaſts ;. but I ſpare now. Madam, I 
dare not promiſe to ſee your Ladyſhip, becauſe of 
the little Time I have allotted me, and I purpoſe 
to obey the King, who hath power of my Body ; 
and Rebellion to Op is EY 99 
Miniſters. 


| Pray: write Thanks to your 2 Brother, vac 
4 for what he hath Gene fen es a poor 


unknown Stranger: to his Lordſbip. p. I ſhall 
for him and his Houſe while I live; it is his Ho 


nour to open his Mouth in the Streets for his 
wronged — ve Maſter, Chriſ Fefws. Now, 


ven  commending your Ladyſhip and the 
= h 


ild te the tender Mercies of mine owrv 
fus, Are ere rr 
= ; Lreſt 
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l beloved ard rebertnd Brotle, 
NRACE;: Mercy, and Peace be to you. I 
F thought good to take the Opportunity of 
Wiiting tryou ::Secingit hath ſeemed good to the 
Lord of the Harveſt to lay upon us a more ho- 
nourable Service, even to ſuffer for his Name. I 
have had a Defire toſee you in the Face; yet now, 
being the Priſoner of Chriſt, it is taken away. I 
am greatly comforted to hear of your Soldier's 
ſtately Spirit for your princely and royal Captain, 
Jeſus our -LokD, aand of the Grace of Gop in 
the reſt of our dear Brethren with you. Vou have 
heard of my Trouble, I ſuppoſe. It hath f 
our Lorp Jzsus to let looſe theſe: Lords in bis 
Houſe, to deprive me of my Miniſtry at Autuoth, 
and to confine me eightſcore Miles from thence to 
Aberdeen ; and alſo (which was not done to any 
before) to inhibit me to ſpeak at all in Jeſus his. 
Name within this Kingdom, under the Pain of 
Rebellin. but let our crowned King in Zion 
reign ; by his Grace the Loſs is theirs, the Ad- 
vantage is Chriſi's and Truth's. Albeit this ho- 
neſt Croſs gained ſome Ground on me by my 
Heavineſs, and inward Challenges of Conſcience 
for x Time were ſharp; yet now, for the Encou- 


5 6 $ 
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ragement of you all, I dare ſay it, Welcome, 
_- welcome, ſweet Croſs of Chriſt. I * 
| 0 
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che Chains of my Lorp. Jxsus are all oerlaid 
with pure Gold, and that his Croſs is perfumed, 


and that it ſmelleth of Chriſt; and that the Victo- 


Ong be by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the 


ord of his Truth; and that Chriſt lying on his; 
Back, in his weak Servants, and oppreſſed Truth, 
ſhall 1110 over his Enemies Bellies, and en 
— yy in the Day of his Wrath. 


1 e 2 


Br Even are they who are content tothe: 


Stroaks: with! weeping Chri/? ; Faith will truſt the 


Lon, and is not haſty nor head- ſtrong; neither 


is Faith ſo timerous, as to flatter a Temptation ox. 


to bribe the Croſs. My Heart is Wo indeed for 
my Mother-Church, that hath plaid the Harlot 


with many Lovers ; ſor her Huſband hath a Mind: 
to ſell her gor hortible Tranſgreſſions, and heavy 
will the Hand of the Loxp be upon this Back- 
ſliding Nation. Vet I Scotland's Skies ſhall. clear 


again, and that Chriſt ſhall build again the old 


waſte Places of Jacob, and that our dead and dry 
Bones ſhall become an Army of living Men; and 
that our Well beloved may feed among the Lili ies, 


until the Day break, and the Shadows flee away. 


Only let us. 55 faithful to him, to him that can 
ride through Hell and Death, and his Horſe never 
ſtumble; — let him make of me a Bridge over 
2 Water, ſo that his high and holy Name may be 


_ glorified in me: Stroaks with the ſweet Mediator's 


Hand, are very ſweet ; he has always been ſweet 


to my Soul, but ſince I ſuffered for him his 


Breat hath a ſweeter Smell than before. Oh 
that every Hair of my Head, and every Mem- 
ber, and every Bone in my Body, were a Man 
to witneſs a fair Confeſſion for him, I would 


think all. too little for him. Oft borne 


down, and hungry in waiting for the Marriage- 


Supper of the Lamb: N — I think it the 


Lord 
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3s Ar: Rutherfoord's. 
unger, and 


Loin's wife Love that feeds us with H 
mes us ſat with Wants and Deſertions. I know 
not, my dear Brother, n 
gone to Sea or not; — Pay yet with you, a- 
quaint them with my T les, and entreat them 
to pray for the poor — Priſoner of CH 
They are 3 my Soul; I ſeek your Prayers 
and theirs: for my. Flock ; their Remembrance 
breaks my Heart. 1 defire to love that P. 
and others my dear Acquaintance in Cbriſt, "= 
Love in Gop, and as Gon loveth them. 
know that he who ſent me to: — wad 
| South, ſends me alſo to the Nerth': I will: charge 
* Soul to believe and to wait for him, and will 


ow his Providence, and not go before it, nor 


behind it. Now, my dear Brother, taking 
Farewell, I commend you all to the Word of 
his Grace; and' ro the Work of his GE 
. 1 holdeth the ſeven pods ll th Ri 
hand, that you may be kept ſ the 
of 7 fur our Lond. 


Fro Irving, big ova | Your Brother in Aficio. 


1 to 2 7 3 

e in Aberdeen, A. a 

ef 4% 1666. in er feet Lord Jeſus, | 
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M5 very honourable and dear 1 AS abs 4 7 7 


RAC E, Mercy and Peace be to you. Of 
how ſweet are Sufferings for Chriſt? Gop 
forgive them that raiſe an ill Report upon the 
Croſs of Chriſt; it is our weak and dim Eyes that 
I ok but the back-fide, that makes us miſtake :> 
"Choſe who cannot take that crabbed Tree hand- 
ſ\-mely upon their Back, ſhall find it ſuch a Bur- 
den as Wings unto a Bird, or Sails to a, Ship. . 
5 55 a ſweet and honourable Death" to die for 7e. 
+ This Love is a Myſtery to the World: I. 
nal not have believed that there was ſo much in 
Chrift as there is; Come and ſee, maketh Chri/? 
to be known in his Excellency and Glory. I wiſh- 
all this Nation knew how cee his Breath is. It 


is little to ſee Chriſt in a Book, as Men . the 


World in a Card: They talk. of. Chrift by the 
Book and the Tongue, and no more; but to come 
nigh Chriſt, and embrace him, is anather Thin 
I write to your Honour, for your Encouragement 


in that hondurable Profeflion Chrift hath honoured 


you with: This World can take nothing from 
you that is truly yours, and Death can do you n 
rong. When your Head ſhall» appear, 


Bridegroom and Lok n, your Day ſhalt then dawng: | 


on it it hall never have an Afternoon, nor an E 


vening Shadow. Let your Child be Christ's, det! 
him ftay beſide you, as the Lord's: Pledge, thats 


* ſhall willingly. render again, if Gon will. M 


my Silence 


L ee eee Dr 
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% A; Rutherford 
Silence on the Lord's Day keeps me from being 


Heat of my -Loxd's Love. I have wreſtled long 


with this fad Silence, and my Soul hath been 


pleading with ri; but I will yield to Him. I 

am a Fool, and He is Gop : I will hold my Peace 

hergafter, Let me hear from your Ladyſhip, and 

your dear Child; pray for a Priſoner of Chriſt, 

who is mindful of your Ladyſhip. Grace, Grace 

be with you. I write and pray 1 875 to * 
ſweet 48 Jar. 
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on you. O What owe Fed the tr to the 
to the Furnace of my Lonxp. Jzsus'!. 
who hath now let me ſee how 5 Wheat of 
brit is, that goeth thro- his Mill and his Oven, 
to be made Bread for his on Table. Grate tried 
is better tian Grace, and; i it is: more than Grace, 
it Gl in its Infancy. I now ſee, Godlineſs 
is more Outſide: Who knoweth the Truth 
Grace without a. Trial? O. how little getteth 
. of us, but that which te winneth- _ 


| | m 


exalted above Meaſure... And-from Startling in the 
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6 h m 
dow für run up! O that others would lend me to 
pay, and learn mie to praiſe! Lokp Jtsvs, take 
my Thoughts for Payment. Tet I am with the 
Tear in my Exe; for, "by reaſom of my Silence, 
Sorrow hath fled the .* My" Harp is hafged upon 
the Willdw: Trees, beczuſe I am in 4 ſtrange 
Land. 1 am ſtill kept in Exerciſe with envious 


a 
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much Toil and Pam And how foon'would'Pith 


freeze without a Croſs ? How many dumb Ctoſſes 
have been laid upon my Back, that had never a 
Tongue to ſpeak the HSobetnef of Chre/t,. as this 


hath ? When Chriſt bleſſeth his own Croſſes with 


a Tongue, they breathe out Chri/f's: Love," Wiſ- 


dom, Kindneſs, and Care of us. Why ſhould I 


ſtart at the Plough of my LorD, that maketh de 


Furrows on my Soul? I know He is no idle H 
bandman, He purpoſetha Crop. O that thine. 
vrhithered 1 were made fertile to bear a 


Crop for Him, b 8 it is ſo painfully dreſſed; 
and are 8 low ound was broken up! Why 


9 —— Garland upon pon my 
Read. the 2 


— — faithful Wit. 
neſſes? Verily, he bath not put me to a Loſs by 
what I ſuffer, He oweth me nothing ; for, in be 
Bonds, how ſweet and comfortable have the 
Thought of Him been to me, wherein I find a 


ſufficient Recompenee of Reward! How blind are 
my Adverſaries, -who ſent me to a Banqueting- 
b Rouſe: and net to a Priſon or Place of 8 


Why by ſhould I ſmother my Huſband's Hon 


be a Niggard in giving out to others what get 
for . n PU "Brother, eat with me, and give 


Thanks: charge you before Gop, that ye ſpeak 
to others, and invite them to help me ta Praiſe, 
my Debt of Praiſe, how "weighty is it, and 


Brechten: My Mother"hath"borne me x 2 Man. of 
Contention, " Gite,, Grice. de with you : s 
. | 2 * D 
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Son, who heareth Prayer, viſit you, and let it 
be unto you ne r. to the en, of 
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RACE, | Mercy * peace be to you⸗ _ am 
eve ay in good Caſe, both in Soul and 
Body, all 1 9 6 and Glory be to my Lok p; | 
want nothing but a further Revelation of the Beau- 
ty of the unknown Son of Gop. Either I know 

not what Chriſtianity is, or we have ſtinted a Mea- 

ſure of Holineſs; and there we are at a Stay, 
drawing our Breath all our Life: H Moderation-in 

_ Gop's Way, now, is much in I pro- 

feſs, I have never taken Pains to ud, out Him 
whom my Soul loveth; there is a- Gate yet of 

„an = Chriſt, that I have never lighted upon. 

Oh if I could find it out Alas, how ſoon are we 

© pleaſed with our own Shadow in a Glaſs? It were 

- good to begin in ſad earneſt to find out Gop, anc 

to ſeek. Fug right Tread of Chrift: Time, Cuſtom, 
and a 1 Opinion of outſelves, our good Mean- 
ing, and our. lazy Deſires, our fair — and 

a "the World's * gliltering Luſtres, is that 1 
mo! 


it 
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moſt ſatisfy themſelves : But' a watred Bed with 
Tears, à dry Throat with Praying, Eyes as a 

ountain of Tears for the Sins of the Land, & 
rare to be found among us. Oh if we could know 


the Power of Godlineſs! This is one Part of my 


Caſe; and another is, that I, like a Fool, once 


ſummoned Chriſt for Unkindneſs and complained 


of his Fickleneſs and Unconſtancy, becauſe He 
would have no more of my Service nor Preach- 


ing, and haꝗ caſt me out of the Inheritanee of the 


Lorp : And J confeſs now, I was a Fool; yet He 
hath borne with me. I gave Him a fair Advanta 
againſt: me, but Love and Mercy would nat let 
Him take it; and the Truth is, now He hath chi- 
ded Himſelf Friends with me, and hath taken a- 
way the Maſk, and hath renewed his wonted Fa- 
vour in ſuch a Manner, that He hath paid me my 
hundred. fold in this 7 8 write this to you, that 
J may intreat, nay, adjure and charge you, by the 
Love of your Well-beloved, to help me to praiſe, 
and to tell all your Chriſtian Acquaintance to help 
me, for I am deeply drowned: in his Debt: And 

t I have ſomething to keep me from being exalt- 
ed above Meaſure ;. his Word is a Fire ſhut up in 
my Bowels, and I am weary with 'forbearing, 
Grace be with you. Pray for the Prifoner. * - + 
Durs in his only LoRD JESs us, 


Aberdeen, 
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Fader, and from our Lonp Jou Ghri/t, 
be to vou. It is no great Wonder 5 dear Bro- 
ther, that ye — 4 for. a Seaſon, and 
| that Gon's Will, in Croſſing your Deſign and 
Deſires to dwell amongſt a People whoſe Gon is 
the Lord, ſhould move you: I deny not but ye 
Have Cauſe to enquire what his Providence ſpeak- 
eth in chis to you ; but Gop's direfting and com- 
manding Will can by no good Logick be conclud - 
ed from Events of Providence. The Loxp ſent 
Paul many Errands, for the Spreading of his Goſ- 
pel, where he found Lions in his Way: A Pro- 
miſe was made to his People of the Holy Land, 
and yet many Nations in the Way fighting againſt 
them who had the Promiſe, to keep them from 
poſſeſſing that good Land which the Loxp their 
Soy had given them. I perſuade myſelf, ye have 
learned, in every Condition, wherein ye are, 
therein to be content, and to ſay, Gad is the Will 
of the Lok d, let it be done. The Loxp purpoſeth 
to bring Mercy out of your Sufferings and Silence, 
which (I know by Experience) is grievous to you: 
Seeing He knoweth our willing Mind to ſerve 
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Him, our Wages are running on with our Gop; 
even as ſome ſick Soldiers get their Pay, when 
they are Bed-faſt, and not able to go to 7 
—— ow 43 . { 2 at ields ; 
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Fields with others. And when they have fwallow- 


lowed us up, they ſhall be ſick, and vomit us out 
living Men again: The Devil's Stomach. cannot 
digeſt the Church of Gop. Suffering is the other 
half of our Miniſtry, howbeit the hardeſt : For 
we would be content our King Jeſus would make 
an open Proclamation, and cry down Croſſes, and 
cry up Joy, Gladneſs, Eafe, Honour and Peace 
but it muſt not be ſo: Through many Afittions we 
muſt enter into the Kingdom of GOD ; not only by 
them, but through them muſt we go: It is Folly 
to think to ſteal to Heaven with a whole Skin. 
My dear Brother, help me to ſhew the Lord's. 
People with you, what He hath done to my Soul, 


| that they may pray and praiſe : J charge you, in 
Chrifh, 


the Name of not to omit it; for, for this 
Cauſe I write to you, that my Sufferings may glo- 
riſy my King, and edify his Church in /reland.. I 
ty Lokp will move your Heart to proclaim, 


in my Behalf, the Excellency and Glory of my. 


King. It is but our ſoft Fleſh that hath raiſed. a 
Slander on the Croſs of Chriſt; I ſee now: the 
white Side of it; my Loxn's Chains are all over 
275 O if Scotland and Treland had part of my 
r There are none here to whom L 
can ſpeak; I dwell in Keder's Tents. Refreſhi me 
with a Letter from you. Courage, Courage, Joy, 
Joy for evermore]! O Joy unſpeakable and glori- 
rious ] Oh for Help to ſet my crowned King on 
high! Oh for Love to Him, who is aſtogether 
lovely! That Love which many Waters cannot 
quench, neither can the Floods drown I remem- 


Jaws and bear your Name on 1 to Cbriſt: 


beſeech you, forget not his Priſoner. Grace, 
Mercy and 5 be wh you, 8 nab? 
Deu Brother and Fellaw Priſanen, 
Herden, Feb. 77 163% W * 8. R. 
C H 2 10 
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VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. 

-Mapan, - 5 : 
Rack, Mercy and Peace be to you. I re- 
CF ceived your Ladyſhip's Letter, it refreſhed; 
me'in my Heavineſs: The Blefling and Prayers of 
a Priſoner of Chr:;/t come upon you. Since my 
coming hither, Galloway ſent me not a Line: But 
F want not Kindneſs of One, who hath the Gate of 
itz Ori (if He had never done more for me ſince 
F was born) hath engaged my Heart, and gained 
my Blefling, in this Houſe of my Pilgrimage. It 
pleaſeth my Well-beloved to dine with a poor Pri- 
ſoner, and the King's Spikenard caſteth a fragrant 
Smell: Nothing grieveth me, but that I eat my 
Feaſts alone, and that I cannot edify his Saints. 
My Silence eats me up; but He hath told me, He 
thanketh me no lefs than if I were preaching daily: 
He fees how gladly I would be at it, and therefore 
my Wages are going on in Heaven, as if I were 
{ill preaching Cori Captains pay daily bedfaſt 
Soldiers, howbeit they do not march, nor carry 
Armour; Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet Hall 1 
be glorious in the Eyes of my Loxp, and my LORD 
Hall be my Strength, Iſa. xlix. 5. My Garland, The 
baniſhed Miniſter, (the Term of Aberdeen) aſham- 
eth me not. I have ſeen the white Side of Chri/7's 
Croſs; How lovely hath He been to his oppreſſed 
Servant? Pſal. cxlvi. 7, 8, 9. The Lok p executeth 
Judgment for the Oppreſſed, He giveth Food to the 
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Hungry * The LokÞd loofeth the Prifoner the Lonp 
-aifeth them that are lowed dun, The Lon p pres" 


4 
2 — 


. * 
E 1 32 


IB /rroeth the Stranger. If it were come to S 

of Crofles, I would not exchange my Croſs with 

| any: I am well pleaſed with Chin, and He with 

me. It is true, for all this, I get my Meat with 

with many Strokes, and am caſt down for the Caſe 

of my diftreſſed Brother; yet I hope the Lord will 

be Surety for his Servant. But now, upon ſome: 

weak Experience, I am come to love a rumbling 

| and raging Devil beſt ; ſeeing we muſt have a Devil 

F to hold the Saints waking, I with a cumberſome” 

x Devil, rather than a ſecure and fleeping one. At- 

i my firſt coming hither, I ſaid, He had caſt me 
over the Wall of the Vineyard, like a dry Treez 

WW but it was his Mercy, I ſee, that the Fire did not 

; burn the dry Tree: And now, as if my Lord Feſus 

had done that Fault, and not I (who belied my 
Loxp) He hath. made Amends, and He ſpake not 

a one Word againſt me; but He hath come again, 

0 and quickned my Soul wich his Preſence: Nap 

now I think the Croſs of Chrift Feſus my LoRD, 
and theſe Comforts that accompany it, better than 
the World's Rent. Your Ladyſhip wrote to me, 
that you are yet an ill Scholar. Madam ye mul 
72 in at Heaven's Gates, and your Book in your 

nd, ſtill learning: You have had your own large 

Share of Troubles, and a double Portion x: hüt it 
ſaith your Father counteth you not a Baſtard. 1 
long to hear of the Child, I write Mons oY 
Chrift's Priſoner and the Mercies of Gop to in:? 
Let him be Chriff's and yours betwixt you, but let 
Ghri/t be the Lender, and ye the Borrower, not an 
Owner. Madam, it is not long ſince I dic write 
to your Ladyſhip, that Ch is keeping Mercy for 
you; and I ſtill abide by it. Eove Him dearly,” 


is in Him that which you never ſaw; He is eve 
nigh, He is a Tree of Life, green and bloſſoming, 
| H3 x both 


* 
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both Summer and Winter. I invite you a- new 
to come to him; Come and ſee, will ſpeak better 
Things of Him, than I can do: Come nearer will 
ſay much. | Gop never * this World a Por- 
tion worthy of you; He will not give pow Eſau's 
Portion, r reſerves the Inheritance of - for 
you. Are ye not well married now? — you 
not a good Huſband-now? My Heart cannot ex- 
_ preſs what ſad Nights I have = the Virgin- Daugh- 
7 2 Pele Wo is me, for our Time is com- 

Now the Bleſſing of our deareſt Lord Jeſus, 
— the Bleſſing of Him that is ſppcate from his 
e come an. 


3 LEY 


| of Aberdeen the Pri ſaner of Chriſt, N 
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VISCOUNTESS SE KENMURE. 


82 LACE, * and 1 be to 8 


I would not omit to write a —— with 
this, Chan Bearer, one in your Ladyſhip's 
own S in and by her 
Affliction. I wiſh. that my Friends in Galloway 
forget me not; however it —— Chrift is ſo — 4 
that I will have no other Tutor, ſuppoſe I could 
have #22. Fhouland beige, I think now five __ 

ed 


* 
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gred heavy Hearts for Him too little. I wiſhi Chri- 
now weeping, ſuffering, and contemned of Men, 
were more dear and deſirable to many Souls, than 
He is: I am ſure, if the Saints wanted Chri/f's 
Croſs, ſo profitable and ſo ſweet, they might, for 
the Gain and Glory of it, wiſh it were lawful, ei- 
ther to buy or borrow his Croſs;; but it is a Mercy. 
that the Saints have it for nothing; for I know no 
ſweeter Way to Heaven, than through free Grace, 
and hard Trials together; and one of theſe cannot 


well want another. O that Time would poſt faſter, 


and haſten our long looked-for Communion with 
the faireſt among the Sons of Men! O that the 
Day would favour us, and come, and put Chr:ft 
_ us in each others Arms! I am ſure a feu Yea 
will do our Turn, and the Soldier's Hour-glaſs wi 
ſoon run out.. Madam, look to your Lamp, and 
look to your Lox 's Coming, and let man Heart 
dwell aloof from that ſweet Child. Chris Jea- 
louſy will not admit two equal Loves in your Lady- 


ſhip's Heart: He muſt have one, and that the 


greateſt; a little one to a Creature may, and muſt 
ſuffice a Soul married to Him: Your Mater is eur 
Huſband, Iſa. liv. I would wiſh you well, and 


my Obligations theſe many Years ſpeak no leſs to 


me; but more I neither wiſh, nor pray, nor deſire 
for your Ladyſhip, than Chriſi ſingled out from 
all created good Things; o. Chrijt,' howbeit wet 
in his own Blood, and wearing a Crown of Thorns.” 


I am ſure, the Saints, at their beſt, . are but Stran- 


gers to the incomparable Sweetneſs of Chriſl. He 
is ſo new, ſo freſh in Excellency, every Day, to 
thoſe that ſearch more and more in him, as if Hea-' 
ven could furniſh us as many new Chriſis (if. I may 
ſpeak ſo) as there are Days betwixt Him and us, 
and yet He is one and the ſame. Oh we love an 


unknown Lover, when we love Chriſt. Grace 
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"The Lady CARDONNESS.. 0 


22 beloved ani longed for in the Loxv, TOs: 


wRace, Mercy and Peace be to you. I long 
to hear how 
the Kingdom of 


Soul proſpereth, and how- 
„ thriveth in you. I exhort 
you and beſeech you, in the Bowels of Ghri/?, faint 
not, weary not. There is a great Neceſſity of 
Heaven; ye muſt needs have it: All other Things, 
as Houſes, Lands, Children, Huſband, - Friends, 
Country, Credit, Health, Wealth, Honour, may 
be wanted; but Heaven is your ane Thing neceſſary, 
that goed Part that ſpall not be taken from you. See 
that ye buy the Field where the Pearl is, fell all and 
make a Purchaſe of Salvation: Think it not eaſy, 
_ it is a ſteep ent to eternal Glory are 
Ying ng dead in the Way, that are lain with Security. 
what I want! I want ſo many Things, that I 
am- almoſt aſking if I had any Thing at all, Every 
Man thinketh he is rich enough in Grace, till he 
fndeth his Pack poor and light in the Day of a 
heavy Trial. I found, I had not to bear my Ex- 
pences, and ſhould have fainted, if Want had not 
Sbael me to the Store - houſe of all. I beſeech you, 
make Conſcience of your Ways, deal kindly with 
Tach in the T ofill a1 a Breach, make not a greater 
ch in the Conſcience. I wiſh Plenty of * 
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our Soul: Let the World be the Portion of 
Bat ards, make it not yours; after the Jaſt Trum 
pet is blown, the World and all its Glory will be 
like an old Houſe, that is burnt to Ahes; "In Uke 
an old fallen Caſtle without a Roof. Fy, fy upon 
us, Fools, who think ourſelves Debtors to the 
World. My Lord hath brought me to this, that 
I would not 1 a Drink of cold Water for this 
World's Kindneſs: I wonder that Men long after, 
or care for theſe Feathers : To give out Conktiente, 
and to get in Clay again, is a ſtrange Bargain. I. 
have written my Mind at length to your Huſband: 
I cannot forget him in my Prayers: My Council i is,” 
that ye bear with him, when Paſſion overtaketh 
him; A ſeſt Anſwer putteth away Il ratb. When 
Cr hideth Himſelf, wait on, and importune Him 
till He return; it is not Time then to be careleſſy 


* * 
* 


Patient: I love it to be grieved when He hideth his 
Smiles. I counſel you, ſtudy Sanctification, and 
to be dead to this World. Counſel our Huſband 
to fulfil my Joy, and to ſeek the Lorp's: Face: 
Shew him from me, that my Joy and Deſire is to 
hear he is in the LoxD; Gop caſteth him often in 
my Mind, I cannot forget him: Ihope, Chrift and 
es hath ſomething to do together. Bleſs Fohn from 
me; I write Bleſſings to him, and to Rane * 


and the — of your Children. | 
| Your lawful and leving Por | 
Feb. 20, 1637. in his only Lord Jeſus, 


| 8. R. 
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The Lady CaxdonNztss Elder, 
' Werthy and well-belouet in the Lon p, 


* 


to hear from you, that I may know how your 
Soul proſpereth. * My Deſue and Longing is, to 
hear that ye walk in the Truth, and that ye are 
content to follow the deſpiſed, but lovely, Son of 
Gop: I cannot but recommend Him unto you as 
your Huſband, your Well-beloved, your Portion, 
your Comfort, and your Joy: He hath watered 
with his ſweet Comforts an oppreſſed Priſoner: He 
was always kind to my Soul, but never fo kind as 
now, in my greateſt emities; I dine and ſup: 
with Chrift: He vifiteth my Soul with the Viſita- 
tions of his Love, in the Night-watches. I ex- 


hort in the Name of Chriſt, to continue in the 


Truth, which I delivered to you: Make (hi ſure. 
to Soul; for your Day draweth nigh to an 
End. Many flide back now, who ſeemed to be 
Chri/fs Friends: But be ye faithful to the Death, 
and ye ſhall, have the Crawn of Life. This Span- 
length of your Days, whereof the Spirit of Gon 
ſpeaketh, will within a ſhort Time come to no- 
thing: O how comfortable ſhall the Feaſt of a good 
Condliceice be, when your Eye-ſtrings ſhall break, 
your Face wax pale, and the Breath turn cold, and 
your poor Soul come ſighing to the Windows of 
the Houſe of Clay, and long to be out, and to have 
Jaylor to open the Door, that the Priſoner may 
{ at Liberty! Ye draw nigh the n 
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look your Accounts: Aſk for your Guide to take 
ou to the other Side, Let not the World be your 
Portion; what have ye to do with dead Clay? Ve 
are not a Baſtard, but a lawful begotten Child; 
therefore ſet your Heart on the. Inheritance: Go u 
before-hand and ſee your Lodging; look throu 
all your Father's Rooms in Heaven, in your Fa- 
ther's Houſe are many Dwelling-places : Set your 
Heart on Things that are above, where Chriſt is at 
the Right-hand of Gop. Stir up your Huſband to 
mind his dun Country; counſel Bim to deal mer- 
cifully with the poor People off Gop under him: 
They are Chriſt's, and not his; therefore deſire him 
to ſhew them Kindneſs, and to be good to their 
Souls. It may be, that my Pariſh forget me; but 
my Witneſs is in Heaven, I do not forget them: 
They are my Sighs in the Night, and my Tears in 
the Day.  T think myſelf like an Huſband plucked 
from the Wife of. his Youth: O Lord, be my 
Judge, what Joy it would be to my Soul, to hear 
that my Miniſtry hath left the Son of n 
them. Remember my Love to your Son and 
Daughter; deſire them from me to ſeek the Loxp 
in their Louth, and to give him the Morning of 
their Days: Acquaint them with the Word of Gap 
and Prayer. Grace be with you. Pray for the 
Priſoner of Chri/t : In my Heart I forget you not. 


Aberdeen, Wur lawful and ling Paſtor, 


March 6, 1667. J = 
: | . = $ 
£ f . A * 41 "4 
k 3 1 þ i g 4 
9 > . 
.* i n 1 A L F 4 4 . 1 
. ; | | ms - 1 ; 5 
£ 1 4 31 44 3 1 = 'þ BY L pl * 3 
1 * * f * * bo of } ; 
e » 2 " 0 5 8 2 11 © 4 a 3 4 * * 
- 2 * " * / % * 
C4 i p 1 ; J ; 3 3 7 p | he g : SE oy a ö 4 
: a 7 8 4 . b 
8 — FR o 


* 


96 * My. Rutherfoord's 


= + $6 1 1 1 


2 1 ; ; 4 1 4 % 
EI. r 
K * 
TY J K * * 


VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. 
of ADAM: ©: 1114, coDY brad thai % 1d 
"F\Race, Mercy and Peace to you. I love care- 
ful, and withal doing Complaints of Wan 

'of Practice; becauſe T obſerve many, who think it 
Holineſs enough to complain and ſet themſelves at 
nothing, as if to ſay I am ſick, would cure them; 
2 think Complaints a good Charm for Guilti- 
neſs. I hope ye are wreſtſing and ſtruggling on in 
this dead Age, wherein Folks have loſt Tongue, 
and Legs, and Arms, for Chrift. I urge upon 
[| you, Madam, a nearer Communion with Chriſi, 
| and a growing Communion: There are Curtains 
to be drawn by, in Chr:/?, that we never ſaw, and 
.new Foldings of Love in Him. Therefore dig 
deep, and ſweat, and labour, and take Pains for 
Him; and ſet by ſo much Time in the Day for 
Him as you can: He will be won with Labour. 
I know not what to do with Chriſt, his Love ſur- 
| roundeth and ſurchargeth me; I am burdened with 
1 it, but O how ſweet and lovely is that Burden! I 
. cannot keep it within me: I am ſo in love with his 
q Love, that, if his Love were not in Heaven, I 
1 would be unwilling to go there. I wonder what 
1 He meaneth to put ſuch a Slave at his own Elbow. 
O that I ſhould lay my black Mouth to ſuch a fair 
k Face as Ghri/t / But dare not refuſe to be loved; 
=: the Cauſe is not in me-why He hath looked upon 
me, and loved me; for it coſt me nothing, it is 


{ good cheap Love. The greateſt Part but play with 


Chri- 
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Chriſtianity, they put it by eaſily. I thought it 
had been an eaſy Thing to be a Chriſtian, and that 
to ſeek Gop, had been at the next Door; but oh 
the Windings, the Turnings, the Ups and the 
Downs that He hath led me through; and I ſee yet 
much Way to the Ford: He ſpeaketh with my 
Reins in the Night-ſcaſon; and in the Morning, 
when I awake, I find his Love-arrows, which He 
ſhot at me, ſticking in my Heart. Who will help 


me to praiſe? Who will come lift with me, and 
+ ſet on high his Love? As for Friends, I ſhall 
not think the World to. be the World, if that Well 


go not dry. I truſt in Gop, to uſe the World as a 
cunning Maſter doth a Knave-ſervant, he giveth 
him no Handling or Credit, only he intruſteth him 
with common Rounds, wherein. he cannot pla 

the Knave. I pray Gop, I may not give this 
World Credit of my Joys, and Comforts, and 
Confidence; that were to put Chri/t out of his Of- 
fice: Nay, I counſel you, Madam, let Chri/t keep 
the great Seal, and intruſt Him ſo, as to hang your 
Veſſels, eat and ſmall, upon the Nail faſtened 
in David's Houſe. Now the Preſence of the great 
Ange of the Covenant be with you and that ſweet 

hild. i TK 


Aberdeen, Yours in Jeſus, 
March 7, 1637. 133 
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Mavpan, | 


TON the offered Opportunity of this worthy 

1 Bearer, I could not omit to anſwer the 
Heads of your Letter. 1. I think not much to 
ſet down in Paper fome good Things of Chriſt; 
and to feed my Soul with Wiſhes to be one with 
Cirift; for a Wiſh is but a broken and half Love; 
but verily to Come and ſce, is a harder Matter; 
but oh I have rather Smoke than Fire: Thavelit- 
tle or aothing to ſay, but that Iam one who hath 
found Favour in his Eyes. 2. You write that 1 
am filled mich-Kavatides, and ſtand not in need 
of theſe Warnings: But certainly my Light is dim, 
and how many have full Coffers, and yet empty 
Bellies? Light, and the ſaving uſe of Light are 
far different. O what Need have I to have the 
Aſhes blown away from my dying Fire ! I may be 
a Book Man, and be an Idiot and ſtark Fool in 
Cris Way. Therefore as Night-watches hold 
one another waking, by ſpeaking to one another, 
ſo have we need to hold one another on Foot: 
Sleep ſtealeth away the Light of Watching, even 
the Light that reproveth Sleeping. I doubt not 
but more ſhould fetch Heaven, if they believed not 
Heaven to be at the next Door; the World's ne- 
gative Holineſs, no Adulterer, no Murderer, no 
Thief, maketh Men believe they are already Saints; 

but the ſixth Chapter to the Hebrews may affright 
us all, when we hear that Men may take of the 

| Gifts, 
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Gifts, and Graces of the holy Spirit, and a Taſte 
of the Powers of the Life to come, to Hell with 
them: Here is a reprobate Silver, which yet ſeem- 
eth to have the King's Image and Superſcription 
upon it. 3. I find you 3 of yourſelf, 


and it becometh a Sinner ſo to do. I would love 
my Pain, and Soreneſs, and my Wounds, how- 


beit theſe ſhould bereave me of my Night's Sleep, 


better than my Wounds without Pain. 4. Be not 
afraid for little Grace; Chr:i/t ſoweth his living 
Seed, and if he have the guiding of my Stock, it 
ſhall not miſcarry. Our ſplit Works, Loſſes, 
Deadneſs, Coldneſs, Wretchedneſs, are the 
Ground which the good Huſbandman laboureth. 
5. You write that his Compaſſions fail not, not- 
withſtanding that your Service to Chri/t-miſcarri- 


eth. To the which I anfwer, Gop forbid that 
there were buying and ſelling, betwixt Chiſt and 


us; for then free Grace might go to play, and a 
Saviour ſing dumb, and Chriſt go and ſleep: But 
we go to Heaven with light Shoulders, and all the 
Bairn time, and the Veſſels great and ſmall that 
we have, are faſtned upon the ſure Nail, IJ. xxit. 


24. the only Danger is, that we give Grace more 


ado than Gop giveth it, that is, by turning his 


* 
* 
4 
* 


Grace into Wantonneſs. Grace be with you. 


Aberdeen, — Yours in his fwocet | 
4s 1937s km 
dende Lord Jeſus, 
8. R. 
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The Lady HALHIEL. 
Deer and Chriftion Lach, 


Pl 
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FNRACE, Mercy and Peace be to you. I can- 


not but acquaint your Ladyſhip with the 
kind Dealing of Chri/t to my Soul in this Houfe of 
Runge, that your Ladyſhip may know-_ 
prift 


is as good as he is called : For, at my firſt 
entry into this Trial (being troubled with Jealou- 
fies of his Love, whoſe Name and Teſtimony I 
now bear in my Bonds) I feared nothing more, 
than that I was caſt over the Dike of the Vineyard, as 
à dr Free; but bleſſed be his great Name, the 
dry Tree was in the Fire, and was not burnt, his 
Dew came down and quickned the Root of a wi- 
thered Plant, and now he is come again with Joy, 
and hath been pleaſed to feaſt his af 


but am not fad :. I am chaſtned, but I die not; I 
have loſs, but I want nothing: This Water can- 
not drown me, this Fire cannot burn me, becauſe 
of the Good-will of him that dwelt in the | Buſh. 
The worſt Things of Chri/?, his Reproaches, his 
Croſs, is better 3 Egypt's Treaſures. He hath 
opened his Door, and taken into his Houſe of 
Wine a poor Sinner, and hath leſt me ſo fick of 
Love for my Lord JEsus, that if Heaven were 
at my Diſpoſing, I would give it for Chriſt, and 


would not be content to go to Heaven, except 


F were perſuaded Gris were there: I would 
not give nor exchange my Sighs for all the World's 
; | Lavghter ; 
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ited Prifoner. 
with the Joys of his Conſolations: Now I weep” 
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Laughter; this Clay-Idol, the World, hath no 
great Court in my Soul : Cbriſt hath come, and 
run away to Heaven with my Heart and my Love, 
ſo that neither Heart nor 3 — is mine; I pray 
Gop, Chriſt may keep both without Reverſion. 
If my Part of this World's Clay were ſold, I 
would think it dear of a drink of Water. I ſee 
Chri/Ps Love is fo kingly, that it muſt have a 
Throne all alone in the Soul: And I fee Apples 
beguile Bairns, howbeit they be Worm-eaten z. 
the Moth eaten Pleaſures of this preſent World 
make Bairns believe, ten is a hundred: And yet 
all that are here are but Shadows ; if they would 
draw by the Curtain that is hanged betwixt them 
and Chriſt, they would think themſelves Fools, 
who have ſo long miſtaken the Son of Gor. I 
ſeek no more, next to Heaven, but that he may 
be glorified in a Priſoner of Chriſt; and that in 
my Behalf many would praiſe his high and glori- 
ous Name, who. heareth the Sighing of the Pri- 
ſoner. The Grace of our Lord 7%, Chrift be: 
with you. TY 


? 


Aberdeen, March, Wut in bis ſweet. 1 
14, 1037. tes 1 
| Lord. Jeſus, 
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: Mr. THOMAS GARVEN. 
Auer verend and dear Brother, 


BLEss you for your Letter; it was as a Shower 
to the new-mown Graſs : The Loxp — 
ven you the Tongue of the Learned ; be fruitful 
and humble': Tt is poſſible you come to my Caſe, 
tut the Water is neither ſo deep, nor the Stream 
ſo firong,” as it is called. I think my Fire is not 
het, my Water is Dry-land, my Loſs rich Loss. 
My poor Stock is grown, fince I came to, Aber- 
deen. And if any bad known the Wrong I did, 
in being jealous of ſuch a Lover as Chriſi, who 
withheld not his Love from me, they would think 
the more of it ; but, I ſee, He muſt be above me 
in Mercy: I will never ſtrive with Him; to think 
to recompence Him, is Folly, If I had as many 
＋ 8 as there have fallen Drops of Rain ſince 
the Creation, or as there are Leaves of Trees in 
all the Foreſts of the Earth, or Stars in the Hea- 
ven, to praiſe ; yet my LoxD Jxsus would ever 
be behind with me : We will never get our 
Accounts fitted ; a Pardon muſt cloſe the Recko- 
ning : For his Comforts to me, in this honoura- 
ble Cauſe, have almoſt put me beyond the Bounds 
of Modeſty; howbeit I will not let every one 
know what is betwixt us. Love, (I mean Chris 
Love) is the hotteſt Coal that ever I felt : Caſt ai! 
the ſalt Sea on it, it will flame: Hell cannot quench 
it: Many, many Waters will not quench Love. 


Chrift is turned over to his poor Priſoner in a * 
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of Love: I wonder He ſhould. waſte ſo much Love 
upon ſuch a Waſter as I am ; but He is abundant 
in Mercy : He hath no Niggard's Alms, when he 
is pleaſed to give. O that J could invite all the 
Nations to love Him! Free Grace is an unknown 


Thing. This World hath heard but a bare Name 


of Chrif?. I would that Chriſt got more of his own 
due than He doth. Brother, ye have choſen the 


Part, who have taken Part with Ghr:/t : You 


will ſee Him win the Field, and you ſhall get part 


of the Spoil, when He divideth it. They are but 
Fools who laugh at us, for they ſee but the back- 
fide of the Moon; yet our Moon: light is better 
than their twelve-hours Sun: We have gotten the 
new Heavens, and as a Pledge of that, the Bride- 
room's Love-ring. The Children of the Wed- 
. — have Cauſe to ſkip and leap for Joy; 
for the Marriage- 2 is drawing nigh. O Time, 
be net flow ! O Sun, move ſpeedily, and haſten our 
Banguet ! O Britlegroom, be like-a Roe, or a young 
Hart upon the Mountains! O Welbeloved, run faſt, 
that we may once meet Brother, I contain myſelf, 
for want of Time: Pray for me: I hope to re- 
member you. The good-willof Him who dwelt 
in the Buſh, the tender Mercies of God in Cory ye 
enrich you: Grace be with you. | 


lierten, March © Yours in his bun. * 
1. 1637. | 
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TO THE 
Laird of CARLETOUN. 
Much honoured Sir, 


1 WII not impute your not writing to me, to. 


Forgetfulneſs. However, I have One above 
who forgetteth me not; nay, He groweth in his 
Kindneſs : It bath pleaſed his holy Majeſty to take 


me from the Pulpit, and teach me many Things 
in my Exile, that were Myſteries to me before; 


as, 1. I ſee his bottomleſs and boundleſs Love, and 


my Jealouſies and Ravings, which, at my firſt 


ry into this Furnace, were ſo fooliſh, and bold, 
as to ſay. to Chriſt, who is Truth itſelf, in bis Face, 
Thou left. I had well nigh loſt my Gripe: I won+- 
dered if it was Chri/t or not; for the Miſt and 
Smoke of my Heart made me miſtake my Maſter 
Feſus. My Faith was dim, and Hope frozen. and 
cold; and my Love, which cauſed Jealouſies, had 
fome Heat, and Smoke, but no Flame at all. I 
thought I had forfeited all my Rights; but the 
Tempter was too much upon my Counſels... Alas! 


I knew not how goo kill my Interceſfor and 


Advocate, Chriſt, hath of Pleading, and pardo- 
ning me ſuch Follies. Now He is returned to my. 


Sou tuith healing under his ings; and I am no- 


thing behind with Chriſt now, for He hath over- 
paid me, by his Preſence, the Pain I was put to 
by waiting. And now, what want I on Earth, 


that Chrift can give to a poor Priſoner ? O how - 
ſweet and lovely is He now ! Alas that I can get, 


nome to help me to lift up, my Lon p JEsvs- upon 


his 


his Throne above all the Earth 2. I am now 
brought to ſome Meaſure of Submiſſion, and I re- 
ſolve to wait till I ſee What my Lok D will do with 
me: I dare not now ſpeak one Word againſt the 
all- ſeeing and over-watching Providence of my 
Lox Db. I ſee Providence runneth not on broken 
| Wheels; but E like a Fool, carved a Providence 
for mine own Eaſe, to die in my Neft, and to 
ſeep (till till my grey Hairs, and to lie on the ſun- 
ny Side of the Mountain in my Miniſtry at Au. 
wth : But now I have nothing to fay againſt Ke 
car's Tents, where I live, far from my; Acquain- 
tance, my Lovers and my Friends. ſee, Gop 
hath the World on his Wheels, and caſteth it as 
a Potter doth a Veſſel on the Wheel. I dare not 
ſay that there is any inordinate or irregular. Moti- 
on in Providence; the EorD hath done it: I will 
not go to Law with Chriſt, for I would gain no- 
thing of that. 3. I have learned ſome greater 
Mortification, and not to mourn after, or ſeek- 
to ſuck the World's dry Breaſts: Nays; my Lox v 
hath filled me with ſuch Dainties, that Iam 
like a full Banqueter, who is not for common 
Chear. What have I to do to fall down and 
worſhip-Mankind's great Idol, the World ? I have 
a better Gop than any Clay-god ; ney: at preſent, 
| care not if I'give this World a Diſcharge ſor 
Bread and Water: I know, it it not my Home, 
or my Father's Houſe; it is but his Footſtool > 
let Baſtards take it. 4. I find it moſt true, that 
the greateſt Temptation out of Hell is, to live 
vithout Temptations ; if my Waters ſhould ſtand; 
they would rot: Faith is the better for the free 
Air, and the ſharp Winter Storms in its Face; 
Grace withereth without Adverſity: The Devil 
s but Gop's Mafter-fencer, to teach us to han- 
tle our Weapons. 5. I never knew how weak E 
vas, "till now, when He hideth Himſelf, W N 
pe ant ve -: 
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Lhave Him to ſeek ſeven Times a Day. I am a 
dry and withered Branch, and a piece of a dead 
Carcaſe, dry Bones, and not able to ſtep over a 
Straw: So thin ſkin'd is my Soul, that I think it is 
like a tender Man's Skin, that may touch nothing; 
| ſee how ſhort I would ſhoot of the Prize, if 
is Grace were not ſufficient for me. Tbs Priſo- 
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PEELLEEGLKTSELTTE HEE 
nn BELL, Elder, 


2 very loving Friend, 


RACE, Mercy and Peace bo (0 you. Eben 

— —— is the LoxD I ESGUs, to mind your 

and now, when old Age, the 

Twiligh * 4 — the Darkneſs of the Grave. 
— the faſt ing 1 of your Sun before your Night, 
is come upon you, adviſe with Cbriſt, ere you put 
Foot in the Ship, and turn your Back on this 
fe, Many are beguiled with this, that they are 
ee of ſcandalous Abominations; but the Tree that 
hinged not forth good Fruit, is for the Fire; Tha 


that is not horn again, cannot enter into the 
Honeſty will not take 


Kingdom of Gon ; common 
Men to Heaven. Alas that Men ſhould, think they 
over met with Ci, who had never tek ie 


roug 
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through the Terrors of Gop in their Soul, or a ſore 
Heart for Sin! I know, the Lord hath given you 
Light, and the Knowledge of his Will ; but that 


is not all, neither will that do: I with you an a- 


© wakned Soul, and that you beguile not yourſelf in 


the Matter of your Salvation. My dear Brother, 
ſearch yourſelf with the Candle of Gon, and try if 
the Life of God and Chrift be in you. Salvation is 
not caſt to every Man's Door: Many are carried 
over Sea and Land, to a far Country, in a Ship, 
while thev ſleep much of the Way; but Men are 
not landed at Heayen ſleeping: T he Righteous are 
ſcarcely faved ; and many run as faſt, as either you 
or I, who miſs the Prize and the Crown. D 


fend me Salvation, and ſave me 2 a Diſappoint- 


ment. Men think it but a Stride, or Step over to 
Heaven; but when ſo few are ſaved, even, of a 
Number like the Sand of the Sea, but a Handful 
and a Remnant (as Gop's Word faith) what Cauſe 
have we to ſhake ourfelves, and to aſk our poor 
Soul, T/hither goeft thou ® Where ſhalt thou lodge 
ot Night I bere are thy Charters of thy heavenly 
Inheritance? O ee, ſee that you give not your Sal- 
vation a wrong Caſt, and think all is well, and 
leave your Soul looſe and vncertain: Look to your 
Building, and to your Ground- ſtone, and what 
digns of Chriſt are in you, and ſet this World be- 
hind your Back. It is Time, now in the Evening, 
o ceaſe from your ordinary Work, and high Time 
know of your Lodging at Night: It is your 
dalration that is in Dependence, and that is a great 
ind weighty Buſineſs, tho* many make light of the 
Matter. Now the Lok p enable you by his Grace 
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WILLIAM GORDON. 


1 ROBERTOUN. 


| 328 Mercy and Peace be to you. So of- 
Iten as I think of our fighting Life in the 
Fields while we are here, I am forced to ſay, Priſo- 
ners in a Dungeon, condemned to want the Light 
of the Sun and Candle till their dying Day, are 
not ſo much to be pitied as we are: For they, wea- 
ry of their Life, hate their Priſon; but we in our 
: Priſon drink ourſelves drunk with the Night-Plea- 
ſures of our weak Dreams, and we long for no bet- 
ter Life than this: But at the Blaſt of the laſt 
Trumpet, and the Shout of the Archangel, when 
(0D thall take down the Shepherd's Tent of this 
fading World, we ſhall not have ſo much as a drink 
of Water of all the Dreams that we now build on. 
Alas ! that the ſharp and bitter Blaſts which meet 
us in this Life, have not made us dead to this 
World! We buy our own Sorrow, and we pay 
dear for it, when we ſpend our Love, our = 
our Deſires, our Confidence, upon an handful of 
Snow and Ice, that Time will melt away, and go 
thirſty out of the drunken Inns, when all is done: 
Alas that we enquire not for the clear Fountain; 
| but are fo fooliſh, as to drink foul, muddy Waters, 
even till our bed-time; and then in the Reſurrec- 
tion, when we ſhall be awakned, ſick, ſick ſhall 
many a Soul be: I know no wholeſome F _ 
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but one; I know not a Thing ga the buying 
o but Heaven, And my Mind is, if Campariſon were, 
£ made betwixt Chri/? and Heaven, I would ſell Hea- 
ven and buy Cbriſt. Oh if I could cry up Chrift 
in Mens Eſtimation, ten thouſand Talents more” 
5 than Men think of Him ! But they are crying Him 
? down, or elſe exchanging Ci with the miſera- 
ble old fallen Houſe of this vain World ; or when 
they lend Him out upon Intereſt, and play the U- 
ſurers with Chri/ft : Becauſe they profeſs Him, and 
give out before Men that Chriſt is their Treaſure 
and a Name, and Eaſe, is the Uſury they would be 
at; ſo when the Trial cometh, they quit the Stock 
for the Intereſt, and loſe all. Happy are they, who 
ht can keep Chrift alone, and keep Him clean and 
re whole, till Gop- "—_— on 28 with them. I 
- W know, in your heavy Trials long ſince, you thought 
ur W highly of Chriſt ; but truly no Croſs Would be old 
ea- to us: We ſhould not forget them, becauſe Years 
et- MW are come betwixt us and them, and caſt them by, 
aſt W as we do old Cloaths; we may make a Croſs old in 
en WM Time, new in Uſe, and as fruitful as in the Be- 
bis W ginning of it. Gop is what He was ſeven Years a- 
ok go, whatever Change be on us; I ſpeak not this, 
on. MW as if 1 cee you had forgotten what Gop did 
ect WM to have your Love long ſince; but that you may 
bis awake yourſelf in this ſleepy Age, and remember 
pay W C£hriff's firſt Wooing your Love ; and try if He got 
oy, his Anſwer, or if ye be yet to give Him it. For 1 
Lot WM find in myſelf, that Water runneth not faſter thro 
g W a Sieve, than our Waraings flip from us: I bieſs- 
ne: his great Name, who is no Ni in holding 
in; Crolles upon me, that He may ſave me from this 
ers, periſhing World. How plentiful God is in Means 
rec. of this Kind, is eſteemed. by, many, one of Gop's 


hal! W unkind Mercies ; but Chri/?'s Croſs is neither a cruel .. 
tail WW nor unkind Mercy, but the Love-token of a Father. 
bull Vol. XXV K I am 
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Jam ſure, a Lover chi 4 
ſhould not be fled from. Gop ſend me no worſe 
Mercy than the ſanctiſied Croſs of Chrift, and I 


may find Houſe-room in the Loxp's Houſe, to 
ſpeak i in his Name. bin Grace be with * 


. + 


* 16 36. 8 Yours i in Jaſus, 5 5 
; eee 
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. CARDONESS, Elle. 


. Win ee 


RACE, Mercy and Peace bot to you. 1 have 
G longed to hear from you, and to know the 


with you. T beſeech you, Sir, by the Mercies of 
Gop, make ſure Work of your Salvation. If ye 
be upon finking Sand, a Storm of Death will looſe 
Ghrift and you, and waſh you off the Rock: Oh, 
for che Lokp's Sake, look narrowly to the Work. 
Read over your Life, with the Light of Gop ; for 


Salvation is not caſt down at every Man's Door: | 


It is good to look to your Compaſs, and all ye 
have need of, before ye take Shipping s for no 
Wind can blow back a Remember, 
when the Race is ended, and the e Play either won 
or loſt, and ye are in the utmoſt Circle and Bor- 
der of Time. and ſhall Kr pur Foot within E- 
— =_ all your good * of this ſhort 
, N * 


4 


am 2 I ſhould be happy. Pray for me, that ; 


te of your" Soul, and the Eſtate of that People 


C Ott 
Night-Dream ſhall ſeem to you like the Aſhes of 
a Blaze of Thorns; then ſhall your Soul be more 
glad at one of your Loxp's Smiles, than if ye had 
the Charters of three Worlds for all Eternity. 
Now when old Age, like Death's long Shadow, 
is caſting a Covering upon your Days, it is no 
Time to court this vain Life; ſeek Reſt for your 
Soul in Gop through Chr. Believe me, I find 
it hard Wreſtling, to keep — Quarters with 
Him, and to keep a conſtant Courſe of ſound and 
ſolid daily Communion with Chr: Temptations 
are daily breaking the Thread of that Courſe, and 
it is not eaſy to caſt a Knot again. Oh how fair 
have many Ships been playing before the Wind, 
that, in an Hour's Space, have been lying in the 
Sea-bottom ! How many Profeſſors caſt a Luſtte, 

as if they were pure Gold, and yet are but baſe 
and reprobate Metal ! And how many keep Breath 
in their Race many Miles, and yet come ſhort 'of 
the Prize. Dear Bir, my Soul would mourn in 
ſecret for you, if I knew your Caſe with Gop to 
be but falſe Work. Thoſe who had never f 
Nights nor Days for Sin, have but fuch a Peace 
with Gor as will end in a fad War. I ſaw ever 
Nature lofty, heady. and ſtrong in you; and ſt 
was more for-you to be dead to the World, than 
a common Man: Ye will take a deep Cut, and a 
long Lance, to go to the Bottom of your Waunds, 
in ſaving Humiliation. Be humbled, walk ſoftly ; 
down, down, for God's Sake, with your Top- 
fail: Stoop, ſtoop; it is a low Entry to go in at 
Heaven's Gates. There is infinite Juſtice in the 
Party ye have to do with; it is his Nature not to 
acquit the Guilty: The Law of Gop will not 
want one Farthing of the Sinner: God forgetteth 
not both the Surety and the Sinner; and eve 

Man muſt pay, either in his own Perſon, (8 
Lorp fave you from _ Payment) or in his Sure- - 
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ah Come in, come in to Chr; and * 
r: want, and find it in Him. Ada fay, 
= els Pens, Angels Tongues, nay, as many 


Worlds of . as there are Drops of Water in 


all the Seas, and Fountains, — f Rivers af the 
Earth, cannot paint Him out to you: I think, his 
Jweetneſs, ſince I was a Priſoner, hath ſwelled 
upon me to the Greatneſs of two Heavens. O ſor 
a Soul as wide as the utmoſt Circle of the higheſt 
Heaven, that containeth all, to contain his Love 
and yet I could hold little of it. G what. a Sight to 
up in Heaven, in that fair Orchard of the new 


touch that Tree of Life! 


Fragen the Love of ow — the my ne wc 
= . and yours. Grace, Grace be 
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aradiſe ; and to ſee, and ſmell, ang. table, and 
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LonGs to hear whether or not your Soul be en- 
gaged with Chriſi. Loſe Time no longer; flee 
the Follies. of Youth; Gird up the Loins of ht 
Mind, and make' you ready for meeting the Lox Dp. 1 
have often ſummoned you, and J I ſummon 
you again, to com before udge, to make 
— of tar Life 5 while ave — ime, 

upon ers, and conſider your Ways: 
Othat — fark an Heart in you, 4 think what” 
an ill Conſcience will be to you when ye are upon the 
Birder "of Eternity, and"your one Foot out of Time 
O'then, ten thouſand Floods of Tears cannot ex- 
tinguiſh theſe Flames, or purchaſes to you one 
Hour's Releaſe from that Pain] O how ſweet a 
Day have ye had! But this is a: Fair-Day that 
runneth faſt away; ſee how ye have ſpent it, and 


eonſider the Neceſſity of Salvation, and tell me. 


lin the Fear of God) if ye have made it ſure: I 

am perſuaded, ye have a Conſcience that will be 
peaking ſomewhat to you: Why will ye die and 
deſtroy yourſelf ? I charge you, in Cbriſts Name, 

to rouze up your Conſcience, and begin to contract 
with Cbriſt in Time, while Salvation is in oun 
Offer : This it the accepted Time, this is the Day off © 
dakyation. Play the Merchant, for ye cannot ex * 
he& another Market-Day when this is done; 
tterefore let me again beſeech you, „ : 


K 3 


8 aw 5 | 3 : G | 
14 . Retberfoord's + 
rn 
| m 

y 


F y Joy, and begin to ſeek the Lonp while 
He may be found: Forſake the Follies of deceiv- 
ing Youth; lay hold upon Eternal Life. Whoring, 
Drinking, miſpending the Sabbath, ——_— 
Prayer in your Houle, and refuſing an u- 

vation, will burn up your Soul with the Terrent of 

_ the Alnughty, when your awakened” Conſcience 
mall flee 745 Face. Sir, I have not a Tongue 
to expreſs the Glory that is laid up for you in yaur 
Father's Houſe, if ye frame 

to the Loxn, Ye know, 


ur Heart to return 
is World is but 8 


the Children of Men are building. Give up court- 
ing this vain World > Seek not the Baſtard's Move- 
> gps the Son's Heritage in Heaven. Take 
Trial of , look unto Him, and his Love 
hall þ change you, that ye ſhall never chooſe to 
go from Him. I have experience of his Swert- 
in this Houſe of my Pilgrimage here: My i 
itneſs, who is above, knoweth, I would not ex- 
my Sighs and Tears with the of Wl - 


2's 


7 


263 
18 
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Prelates is nothing will make ah 
iſti the Sweet; 


| 


8 5 y 
* 


it again: Woo Chris, till ye get your Soul 
as a chaſte Virgin to — nſe 

Proſiting, pray in your Family, and 

the Word; remember how our Loxp's Day 

I was a It will be 2 

Challenge to you. before God, if you forget 
| 3 510 
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Houſe on the Loxp!'s Day, and if you ture afde 
after the Faſhions of this World, and if you go not 
to the publick Worſhip of Gap. Give Gop ſome 
of your Time both Morning, Evening and Afﬀter- 
B . Heart ER 
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with his Grace, and 
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125 „ 8 ſometimes whats 

in Zion. 6.5 that this Nation wou 
— es to cry. mightily unto. Gon for the 
-1 fort up a new Tabernacle to Chi. O if this 
m knew how worthy Chriſt were of his 
Room |. His Worth was ever above Man's Eſti- 
mation of Him. And, for e ag I am pained at 
the Heart, that I cannot myſelf diſpoſed. to 
-( wwe, myſelf, and go wholly in — Ale Alas 
that there ſhould. be one Bit of me out of Him, 
A Ne IR SLRS 


or ourſelves, and our own Eaſe, and . 


? 
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Pleaſures, | and fo lids Ress for i“ O Shit 
Pains and Charges it coſteth vil before He gets 
us! and, when all is done, we are not worth the 
having : It is a Wonder that He ſhould ſeck the 
like of us; but Love overlooketh Blackneſs ; for," 
if it had not been fo, Chrift would never have 
made fo fair and bleſſed a with us as the” 
NOT Cody N —— — * 
our ri to bring Grace in Requeſt a- 
mongſt us. * 2 come ſhore of Heaven, if 1 
had no more but my own to ſupport me: 
and if (% ſhould ſay to me ither do or die, it 
were eaſy to determine what ſhould become of 
me: The Choice is eaſy, for I behoved 
digg if:Chri/t ſhould pa al ſtraitned Bowels; 
and who { wary jar us up in our Straits? I 
know Chri/t is kindeſt in his Love when we are at 
our weakeſt, elſe the Waters had gone ever our Sou 
His Mercy hath a ſet Period 74 appointed Place, 
how far, and no farther the Sea of Affliction ſhall 
| flow, and where the Waves thereof ſhall be ſtay- 
ed: He preſcribeth how much Pain and Sorrow, 
both for Weight and Meaſure, we muſt have. 
Ye have then good Cauſe to recall your Love from 
all Lovers, and give it to Chrift : He who is . 
fifted in all your Afﬀiidtions, looketh not on you, in 
Pe. Hours, with an inſenſible Heart or dry f 
All the Lon p's Children may ſee, that it 4 
is oft Love which is beſtowed upon this — , 
World: Death and Judgment will make Men la- 
ment that ever their miſcarrying Hearts carried 
them to laviſh their Love upon falſe Appearances. 
Alas that Chr; ſhould fare the-worſe, becauſe of 
his own neſs, in making Peace and the Goſ- 
pel ride together; and that we have never yet 
weighed the Worth of Chri/t and his Ordinances; I 
and" that we are like to be deprived of the Well, 
before PEPE TIEN Ein 


e me © OO © HS: ere os PH 0 „ 


It may be with watry Eyes, and a wet Face, and 
wearied Feet, we may ſeek Chriſs, and ſhall not find 
Him. Oh that this were humbled in Time, 

, 222 Cries and Humiliation, would 
bring Chriſt in at the Church-Door again, now 
when his Back is turned towards us, and He' is 
gone to the Threſhold, and his. one Foot (as it 
were) is out of the Door! I am ſure, his Depar- 
ture is our Deſerving, we have bought it with our 
Iniquities; for, alas, Prefeſſors are made all of 
She ws and Faſhions, and. are not at Pains: to- re- 
cover themſelves again. Every one contenteth 
bimſelf with a ſtinted Meaſure of Godlineſs, as if 
that were to bring them to Heaven: W 
that as our Gifts and Light grow, fo- 


forget. 
Gop's Gain and the Intereſt of his Talents ſhould 
grow alſo; and that we cannot pay Gop with the 


old Uſe, which we gave Him ſeven Years. agog 
2 were to the Lon p. 0 23 

y is there in our Chriſtian. Journey } w 
often come we ſhort- of many thoufand Things 
that are Chri/'s Due. I remember you unto the 
Lorn, as I am able: I intreat think upon 


me bis Priſoner, and „ that RD would 
| 1 — — ſpeak to his People 

ure in his feet Lord ond Mr , 
Aberdeen, 1 e + RS 
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RAck, Mercy and Peace be to PF N. 
ceived your r from Edinbur I would 
not wiſh to ſee another Heaven, while 1 t mine 
own Heaven, but a new Moon like the Light of 
theSun, and a new Sun like the Light of ſeven Days, 
ining upon my poor ſelf, and the Church of 
atid Gentiles, and upon my withered and Sun-burnt 
Mother the Church of Scotland, and upon her Siſter- 
Churches *Zngland and Ireland; and to have an 
done, to the ſetting on high our great Kin 7 | 
maketh not, Howbett T were ſeparate from iff 3 
and had a Senſe of ten Andy Years Pain in Hell, 
if this were. Dear Brother, I am for the preſent 
1 no 1 — Battle betwixt felt Guilrineſs, and pin- 
5 ngings for my Well- beloved, Alas! I think 
Cries" Love \playeth the Niggard to me; and 1 
3 r Scarcity of Love, — _— 
in Him: But my Hun hefieth ingneſs in 
for F babe but little of of Him, and lut'e of 
his Sweetnefs ; yet there is ſuch Joy in Hunger for 
an that if I had no other Heaven but a conti- 
Thirſt for Chrift, this were ſtil] a Heaven to 
os I am fure Chri/ts Love cannot be cruel; it 
muft be a pitiful, a melting-hearted Love: But 
Suſpenſion of that Love T think it half a Hell, and 
the Want of it a whole Hell. When I look to 
Guiltineſs, I ſee my Salvation one of my Savi 
greateſt Miracles cither in Heaven or Earth; 1 in 


eee. 0 
ks 2 0 
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ſure, I ma 22 Man to ſhew me a greater 
Wonder: But ſeeing I have no Hire, no Money for 
Grit, He muſt either take me with Want, Miſery, 
Corruption, or want me. I have now made a new 
Queſtion, whether Chrift be more to be loved for 
wing SanRification, or for free Juſtification? And 
| hold He is more to be loved for SanCtification : It 
is in ſome Reſpect greater Love in Him to ſanctify 
than to juſtify ; for He maketh us moſt like Him- 
ſelf, in his own eſſential Pourtraiture and Image, in 
ſanctify ing us: Juſtification doth but make us happy. 
which is to be like the Angels only. Neither is it 
ſuck a Miſery, to lie a condemned Man, as to ſerve 
din, and work the Works of the Devil; and there- 
fore, I think, Sanctiſfieation cannot be bought, it is 
above Price. God be thanked for ever, that Chri/t 
was a Price for SanCtification: Let a Sinner (if poſ- 
ſible) lie in Hell for ever, if He make him truly”. 
holy, and let him lie there burning in Love to 
Gop,' rejoicing in the Holy Ghoſt, hanging upon 
Chriſt by Faith and Hope; that is Heaven in the 
Heart and Bottom of Hell. Grace, Grace be with 
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Rack, Mercy and Peace be to you. I re- 
G A from my Brother, to which 


Lnow anſwer particularly. I confeſs two Things 
mould think there is any Thing in me: He is my 
Witneſs, before whom I am as Cryſtal, that the 
ſecret Houſe-Devils, that bear me too oft Com- 
pany, and that this Sink of Corruption which I find 
Within, make me go with low Sails; and, if others 
ſam what I ſee, they would look by me, but not to 
me. 2. I know this Shower of his free Grace be- 


hoved to be on me, otherwiſe I would have wither-⸗ 


cd. 1 know alſo, I have Need of a buffeting 
Tempter, that Grace may be put to Exerciſe, and 
I kept low. Worthy and dear Brother in bur Lord 
"Fefas, 1 write that from my Heart which ye now 
Tead. 1. I vouch, that Chriſt, and ſweating and 
ſighing under his Croſs, is ſweeter to me by far, 
than all the Kingdoms of the World. 2. If you 
and my deareſt Acquaintance in Chre/? reap an 

Fruit by my Suffering, let me be weighed in Gop's 
even Balance if my Joy be not fulfilled: What am 
I, to carry the Marks of ſuch a great King ? But 
howbeit I am a finful Maſs; my Lord Jeſus can hew 
Heaven out of worſe Timber than I am {if worſe 
can be). 3. I now rejoice with Joy unſpeakable 
and glorious, that I have deſired to have and keep 
Ghrift all alone, _ vo 
9 


of myſelf; Fi, Wo, wo is me, that Men 


. 28 225 2 8 a0 vo Me A a4.cie5 4... 


* JUNE TIN a 


T 


. S FX NNECCC_AEAMCGEOCET.TLYSX AS 


Cloaths with that black-fkined Harlot of Rome. I 
am now fully paid, fo that nothing aileth me for 
the preſent, but Love-Sickneſs for a real Poſſeſſion 
of my WelF-beloved. © Oh, who would not pity 
me, to know how fain I would have the King ſhak- 
ing the Tree of Life upon me: He goeth away, 
and leaveth me and his burning Love to wreſtle to- 
gether. My Lonxp giveth me but hungry Halſ- 
Kiſſes, which ſerve to increaſe Hunger, but do not 
ſatisfy my Deſires: His dieting of my Soul for, this 
Race, maketh me lean. I have the Choice of 
Cbriſt's Croſſes, to bear Witneis to the Truth and 
herein find I Liberty, Joy, Life, Comfort, Love, 
Faith, Submiſſion, Patience, and Reſolution to take 
Delight in waiting: And withal, in my Race He 
hath come near me, and let me ſee: the Crown. 
What then want J but real Enjoyment, which is 
reſerved to my Country? Let no Man think be 
ſhall loſe at Chris Hands in ſuffering for Him. 
4. For theſe preſent Trials, they are moſt dange- 
rous: For People ſhall be ſtolen off their Feet with 
white · ſKinꝰd Pretences of Indifferency; but it is the 
Power of the great Antichriſl working in this Land. 
Wo, wo, wo be to apo/tate Scotland; there is Wrath, 


and a Cup of the red Wine bf the Wrath of Gop 


almighty in the Lord's Hand, that they ſhall drink 
and fall and not riſe again. The Star, called /orm- 
weed and Gall, is fallen in the Fountains and Ri- 
vers, and hath made them bitter: The Sword of the 
Lox b is furbiſhed againſt the Idol-Shepherds of the 
Land; all Hearts ſhall be faint, and all Knees ſhall 
tremble: An End is coming; the Leopard and the 
Lion ſhall watch over our Cities; Houſes great and 
fair ſhall be deſolate without an Inhabitant. 5. I 
am aſſaulted with the learned and pregnant Wits of 
this Kingdom; but, all Honour be to my LorD, 
Truth but laughs at Diſputers of this World; and 


Gop's Wiſiom confoundeth them, and Chi tri- 
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vanes. | in his own ſtrong Truth, that ſpeaketh 


for itſelf. 6. 1 Chrift's Love 
go to the Grave with me, and to Hell with me, 1 
may not, I dare not quit them. I hope to keep 
Gbrift's Pawn: If He never come to looſe it, let 
Him ſee to his own Promiſe. I know it, Prefump- 
tion, howbeit it be made of Stoutneſs, will not 
thus be wilful in heavy Trials. Now, my deareſt 
in'Chrift, the great erof the Covenant, the 
only wiſe and all- ſuſſicient eſtabliſh you 
to the End. I hear the Lon hath been at your 
Houſe, and hath called home 


Dins oſ your Tabernacle, and wooing your 
—— — and calling upon you 
£0 be —— yourſelf ready g your Father's 

"Ye kn know, 10 927 F orter was 2 
King's V ord when He a mae A Ye have 
ain to, and Intereſt in that Promiſe. All Love, 
alt Mercy, all Grace and Peace, all multiplied ſa- 
h Confolations, all Joy and Faith in — 
Stability and confirming h of Grace, and 


| r 
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your Wife to her 
Reſt. en Som beam Bray bong ar 


t in the Buſh, be 
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TO 
MARION MACKNAUGHT, 


"War thy and dearrft i in the Lox, | 


I Ever loved (ſince I knew you) that little Vine- 

yard of the Lord's planting, in Galloway; but 
now much more, ſince I have — that He, tho 
hath his Fire in Zion, and bis Furnace in Jeruſalem, 


hath been pleaſed to ſet up a Furnace amongſt you, 
with the, firſt in this Kingdom, This Fire ſhall be 
[roy They i hath brought a clean 
fe through the Fire. 8 my dearly 
beloved in the Lon n, ſear not. an 2 
lieving Heart, under the Pain of N 
ou 22 and opal King Jeſus, to e 
an our Lonn: Get you into your bens, 
par nu Domes abs you in, e 
Hope; * 


nation be over, and.the Storm be paſt. Gloridy t 
Loxp in your , and take his Hanner of 
Love and. ſpread over you: Qthers will-ſollow you, 
_n ſrang, ine Tones _ 


ug and. ſee who. is. coming, your e He 
— ber hg 6,09, ack in- e ke "Iv 

415 et reatne[s rengty. 0 
1 Tale = 


for IG to ſee Ghr;/? coming 
ſuch wide Steps — 
8 or = Hills are but- a Step 
2 He ſ#i oy ume ens the Mountains, Chriſt 
bath ſet a Battle ixt his poor weak Saints and 
his Enemies: He faith to the Enemies, Take you 


[rketh 


2 Sword of Steel, 1 Authority, 8 
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39d Kin upon your Side, that is your Armour; 
he Go th to fis Saints, I Se ©, a Sword 5 
= 1 and that is Suffering, Receiving of 
kes, Spoiling of your Goods, and with your 
25 ye ſhall get 998 ain the Victory. Le are 
Is Members, and He is wing be his Members 
ret the thorny Hedge up to Heaven after-Him : 
Tam carcleſs, and ſtand not much on this, howbeit 
Loins, Back, Shoulders, and Head ſplit in Pieces, 
In ſtepping up to my Father's Houſe: I know, 
Lorb can make long, and broad, and high, an- 
deep 5 7 to his Name, out of this poor Body 
fot Cir; looketh not what Stuff He maketh Glory 
out of, 4505 dearly Beloved, ye have often refreſh- 
ed me, but oy is put up in my Maſter's Accounts; 
ye have Fim Debtor for me: But if ye will do any 
thing for me (as I know xe will) now in my Ex- 
.tremity, tell all my dear Friends, that a Priſoner is 
fettered and chained in Cbriſ's Love; Lond, ne- 
ver looſe the Fetters: And ye and 2 — 
take my heartieft Comimendutioin to my Lord Feſur, 
"and thank Him for à poor Friend. I " Icfire your 
Huſband to read this e I ſend him a Prifoner's 
| Bleſing: I will de obliged to him, if he will be 
willing to ſuffer for m 9 Maſter; Suffering is 
"the Profeſſor's golden Garment: There ſhall be no 
Loſes on Chri/?'s Side of it. Grace be with you; 
a Priſoner's B effi be with you: I write it, and 
_ abide by it, Gov ſhall be glorious in Marion Mack- 
73 "when ee 4 on Tal be Firs 0 
n OD, eve, re Joice, 1 7 
In the Lond) nz: Portion. | 
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Mab Au, ba - 
\RAcs, Mercy and Peace be to you. I am 
de firſt in the Kingdom put to utter Silence. 
I cannot preach. my Lozxp's Righteouſneſs in the 
cat Congregation. I am notwithſtanding the lefs 
llicitous how it go, if there be not Wrath in my 
Cup. But I reſt on this, that in my Fever my 
Phyſician is at my Bed-fide, and that He fympathig- 
eth with me when I ſigh. Another Man's Bed and 
Fire · ſide, and other Loſſes, have no Room in my 
Sorrow: A Heat to cat out a leſs Fire, is a 
dod Remedy for ſome Burning. I believe, when 
if draweth Blood, He hath Skill to cut the right: 
Vein; and that He hath taken the whole 
and diſpoſing of my Sufferings. Eet Him tutor me, 
and tutor my Croſſes, as He thinketh good: There 
is no Danger nor Hazard, in following ſuch a 
Guide: Howbeit, He ſhould lead me through Hell,. 
I I could put Faith foremoſt,. believing to fee the 
Salvation of Gop. I know, Chrift is not obliged: 
to let me ſee both the Sides of my Croſs, and turn 
it ouer and over, that I may ſee all: My Faith is 
richer to live upon Credit, Cbriſts borrowed M-. 
ys than to-have much in my Hand. Let me be 
a Sinner, and worſe than the Chief of Sinners, yea, 
a guilty Devil; I am fure, my Well-beloved is 
Gon: And when I ſay Ch is. Gop, and my 
Chriſt is Gap, I have faid all Things, I can fay 
no more. I would I could build as much upon 
this, my Chriſt is God, as it would bear, I * 
EE, * ay 
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lay all 2 World upon it. But * Wounds are 
boreſt, and pain me moſt, when I fin an his | 
Love, and his Mercy: And 1 fl. would — 
and my Conſcience together, and let us deal it be- 
twixt us, my ſpitting upon the fair Face of Cbriſts 
Love and Mercies, by my Jealaufigss Unbelicf and 
Doubting, would be enough to fink me. OLoxp, 
I ftand dumb before Thee for this: I ſtill miſbe- 
lieve, though I have ſeen that my Lok b hath made 
"my Cröſs as it were all Cryſtal; ſo as IL can 
through it Chi and Heaven, and that Gop/ 
"honoured'a' Lump of ſinful Fleſb and Blood, to be 
*Chri/Ps honourable Lord-Priſoner. I 'ought to 
eſteem the Walls of a ſtinking: Dungeon, moſt 
beautiful for my Lord 7s; and yet Fin not fo 
mut up, but that the Sun ſhineth upon my Priſon, 
and the fair wide Heaven is the Covering of it. But 
my Lok b hath done more; for He makes me find, 
that He will be a Priſoner with me: Heli ih down, 
and riſeth up with me; when I ſigh, He ſigheth; 
when I weep, He ſuffereth with me: And 1 con- 
Fefs, here is the bleſſed Iſſue of my Suffering al- 
ready begun, that my Heart is filled with Hunger 
and Deſire to have Him glorified in my Sufferings. 
T have no more free Goods in the World for Chr, 
Have that: It is both the Whole Heritage I have, and 
Al my Moveables beſides; 1 nee the thirfty 
"Man a Drink, I would not have Ch it's Love en- 
tering in me, but I would enter into it, and be 
ffwallowed up of that Love. O if I had my ſinful 
Arms filled with that lovely One, Cb! Blefled 
be my rich Lord Jeſus, who ſendeth not away Beg- 
. gars from his Houſe; He filleth the Veſſel of ſuch 
2s will come and ſeek: We might beg ourſelves 
rich, (if we were wile) if we could but hold out 
wWithered Hands to r learn to ſeek, all;, 
and knock. Madam, let me have your Prayers, 
„ 0 ² A þ hoe - gg 
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lovely Lord | 
Part for evermore, if the Goſpel be not the 8a 
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R ace, Mercy and Peace be to you. My Sou 
d longeth'exceedingly to hear how Matters 1 
"betwixt you and Ch; and whether or not thes 
de any Work of Chri/t in that Pariſh, that will 


2 ed 4 


ym 


bide the Trial of Fire and Water. Let me be 
weighed of my Logo in" à juſt Balance, if your 
Souls lie not weighty. upon me j you'go'to Bed ant 


Jou riſe with me: "Thoughes'of your Soul'*depart 


not ſtom me in my Sleep; ye have a great Part of 
my Tears, Sighs, and Prayers: O if I could buy 
your Soul's Salvation with any Suffering whatſoever, 
and that ye and 1 might meet with Joy before our 


Judge! Omy Lon torbid Thave any Thing againſt 
you in that Day O chat He who quickeneth the 


Dead would give Life to my Sowing among you! 
What Joy on this Side of Death, would-cumfort 
me more, than that the Souls of that poor People 


Y y u 


were in Safety. Sure Jam, once I diſeovered my 
01 to you all: Wo ſhall be your 
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of Life unto Life to you. Believe me, TEU ken- 


» 


a City hard to be won; The Rightous will 


fearcely be ſaved: O what Violence of 
will Heaven take! Alas, I ſee many deceiving 
themſelves z far we will all to Heaven, now every 
foul Dog wi: his foul Feet will in te the new and 

| clean Feruſalem: All ſay they have Faith, and the 
eateſt Part in the World know not, and will not 

. conſider, that a Slip in the Matter of their Salva- 
tion, is the moſt pitiful Slip that can be; and t at 


no Lofs is comparable to this Loſs. Ye will not 


believe how quickly the Judge wil come. And for 
yourſelf, I know that Death is waiting and hover- 
ing, and lingering at Gop's Comm. nd, that ye 
may be prepared. Then ye had Need to ſtir your 
Time; a wrong Step in going out of Life, is like 
the Sin againſt the Hey Gh, and can never be 
[ forgiven, becauſe ye cannot come back again thro? 
the laſt Water, to mourn for it. Loſe not the laſt 
Play, whatever ye dv; for, in thatPlay with Death, 
2 r Soul is the Prize: For the Loxn's 
Sake Joſe not ſuch a Treaſure. Ve know, out of 
Loe to your Soul, and out of Deſire to make an 
honeſt Account for you, I teſtified my diſliking of 
our Ways very often, both in private and publſck: 
Lam not now a Witneſs of your Doings, but your 
Judge is always your Witneſs. I beſeech you by 
the Mercies of God, by the Salvation of your Soul, 
by your Comforts w our Eye-ſtriogs ſhall 
break, mg roy yes wan; nat $09 Ge ou _ 
to be out e Lodging 5 our Ap= 
pearance before your. awful ] 71 ge, x bs 2 
of this Letter take a new Courſe; and now, in the 
End of your Day, make ſure of Heaven: Examine 


rſelf, if ye be in good Earneſt in ri; for 
— vi. 4. are Partakers. of the Holy GA. 
anti of the good Word of Gon, and of the Powers. 
af the Life to come, and yet have no Part in __ 
| any 
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any Life in it! I find the Fruits of my Pains, to 


— c, ß c os 3m, ß rr 


bis Abſence is a Mountain of Iron upon my heavy 


leg Fe 
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Many«think they believe, but never tremble: The 
evils are further on/ than theſe. Make ſure to 
{tru that ye are above ordinary Profeſſura; the 
ſteth Part of your Span- length of Days is ſcarcely 
ſore ou: ſte, halte; — the Lide will not 
oY never knew ſo well what Sin was, as ſince 
ame to Merdeen, ho beit I Was ing of as 
Ju. To feel the Smoke of Hell's Fire in the 
roat for Half an Hour, to ſtand: beſide a+ River 
of Fire and Brimſtone broader thaw the Earth, and 
to thin to be bound Hand and Foot, and caſt in 
the Midit of it quick, and then to have God lock 
ing the Priſon-· door, neh er to be opened ſor all E- 
ternity z O how will it ſhake a Conſcience that hath 


have Cbriſt and that People met, now meet. my 
Soul in my fad Hours; and I rejoice: that I gave fair 
* of all the Corruptions now entering in 
ouſe: I profeſs to you, I have no Reſt, I 


have 8 Eaſe, while I be over Head and Ears 1 


Love's Ocean. If Chri/?s. Love (that Funntuin 
Delight) were laid as open to me as I: could-wiſh, 
O how would 1 drink, and drin abundantly! I 


half call his Abſence cruel, and the Vail on Chri iffs 


Face a cruel Covering, that hideth ſuch a fair Face, 
from a ſick Soul. I dare not challenge Himſelf, but 


Heart. O when will we meet? O 3 is it 

to the Dawning of the Marriage- day? O ſweet 
eſus, — wide Steps; O my Lon p, come 
ountains at one Stride! O my Beloved, fte 
he a Ree, or young Hart the Mountains Since 
He looked upon me, my Heart is not mine owtl, 


| He hath run away to Heaven with it: I know it 
was not for nothing, 


that I ſpake ſo much Good of 
Chrift to you in pu lick. Oi if the Heaven and the 
Heaven of Heavens were Paper, and the Sea Ink, 
ad the Multitude of Mountains Pens of Braſs, and 
were 
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I were able to write that Paper, within and without, 
| full of the Praiſes of my Well, beleyed Wo iz 
me, I cannot ſet Him out to Men and Angels. O 
there-are-few Tongues. to fang Love - Songs of his 
I Excellency.) What can I a popr Pri: 
ſoner =; to exalt Him? Os what Courſe 1 
to extol my Lord. Feſus am put to my Wit 
end wo hs ame made great.  Bleſled- 4 
who would help me in this: How ſweet are Chri/f's 
Back-Parts? O what then is in his Face! Theſe 
that ſee his Face, how can they get their Eye pluck- 
ed off Him again? Look 6 mand love Him; 
O love and live. It were Life to me, if ye would 
read this Letter to that People, and if they did pro- 
tt by i. O if I could cauſe therm to die of Love for 
I them by the Salvation of their 


1 
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ed Believer, be who thou wilt, of the free Salva- 
tion: Chri/Ps ſweet Balm for thy Wounds, O poct 
ty guy Soul; Chris Feaven for hy poor Sou, 
thy gui ; s Heaven 4 
trig rs badet out of Paradiſe: gon my 
Maſterſball make good my Word before long. Othat 
People were wiſe! O that People would never reſt 
while they find. Him! O how ſhall my Soul mourn 
in ſecret, if my nine Years pained Head, and fore 
Breaſt, and pained Back, and grieved Heart, ard 
private and publick Prayers op. ſhall all te 
for nothing among that People Did 1 2 *. 
ſend me but to ſummon you before 
ind to leave your Summons at — 
my Gop” d: Often did 1 1 of aFanef 
Gop's Word 1 come among you, for the Con- 
tempt of it. I told you often of Wrath, Wrath 
from the Lon p, to come upon Scotland; it is quick- 
ly coming. Now, my dear People, my Joy, ani 
my Crown in the Lok p, let Him be your Fear; 
feet the Lox v and his Face, ſave your Souls.” Doves, 
flee to Chri/t's Windows; pray for me, and praiſe 
for me. The Bleffing of my Gop, the Prayers 
and Blefling 2 Priſoner Be hg oy 
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b fqn en Brother, is Wu 1 
"RACE, Mercy'and ; Mah "ih to you... 1: am 8 
well; my Lerd Jeſus is kinder to me than , 


ever He was; it pleaſeth Him to dine and ſup with 
His afflicted Priſoner; a King feafteth me, and his 
-Spikenard caſteth a ſweet Smell. Put Chriſt's Love 
tto the Trial, and theniit will appear Love indeed: 
We employ not his Love, and therefore we know 
it not. I count more of the Sufferings of my Loxp 
than of this World's gilded Glory. I find it a 
ſweet and rich Thing to exchange my Sorrows with 
Cbriſt's Joys, my Afflictions for that ſweet Peace ! 
Have with Himſelf. Brother, this is his own Truth 
I now. ſuffer ſor; He hath ſealed my Sufferings with M _ 
his own Comforts, and I know He will not put bis E 
Seal upon blank Paper; his Seals are not dumb, 
nor deluſiwe, io confirm Imaginations and Lies 
Go on, my dear Brother, in the Strength of the 
LorD, not fearing Man that is a Worm, or the 
Son of Man that will die. Providence that hath a 
_ thoufand Keys to open a thouſand different Doors 
for the Deliverance of his own, when it is even 
come to a conclamatum e. Let us be faithful, and 
care for our own Part; which is to do and ſuffer for 
Him, and lay Chri/f's Part on Himſelf, and leave it 
there: Duties are ours,” Events are the Lorvy'. 
= When our Faith gocth to meddle with Events, and 
; to hold a Court (if I may fo ſpeak) upon _— 
ro 
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Providence, and beginneth to ſay; Toto wilt thou 

do this and that? we loſe Ground: We have no- 

thing to do there, it is our Part to let the Almigh- 

ty - exerciſe his own Office, and ſteer his own „ 
Helm; there is nothing left us, but to ſee how we 
may be approved of Him, and how we may roll the 
Weight of our weak Souls (in well-doing) upon 
Him, who is Gop ' omnipotent: And when, what 
we thus eſſay, miſcarrieth, it ſhall neither be our 
din nor Croſs. Brother, remember the Lok 's 
Word to Peter, Simon, loveſt thou me? Fred my 
Sheep : No greater i Teſtimony of our Love to 
Chri/t can be, than to feed painfully and faithfully 
his Lambs. Grace be with you. IA 
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Mech honoured and aucli bel vad in the Lonps 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: There | 
is not ſuch a glaſſy, icy, and {lippery Piece | 


: 


* 


of Way, betwixt you and Heaven, as Youth: 1 
have Experience to fay with me here, and ſeal what 
I affert ; the old Aſhes of the Sins of my Youth are 
now Fire of Sorrow to me: I have ſeen the Devil, 
as it were, dead and buried, and yet rife again, 
and be a worſe Devil than ever he was. There- 
fore, my Brother, beware of a green young Devil, 
that hath never been buried: The Devil in his? 
Vol. XXVIIL e Youth 
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Youth is much to be feared. a with at 
old £73 y-haired, withered, dry Devil: For in Youth 
deth dry Sticks, and dry Coals, and an hot 

4 Bt and how ſoon 2 he with bis Flint 

caſt Fire, and with his Bellows blow it up, and fire 
the Houſe? SanQiifed Thoughts, Thoughts mads 
Conſcience of, and kept in Awe, are green Fu 

chat burn not, and are a Water for Satan's Coal, 

Yet, I muſt tell you, the whole Saints now trium- 

"I . Heaven, are nothing but a Pack of te- 
| ed Sinners. But their Redemption is not only 
: Re: but compleated; and yours is onthe 


4 


s, and in doing: Let your 2 Soul, and 
= Sores, be quit in the Handiof 
and ftrong 2 and his free 2 be 8 
together, and let ri and your Sins deal ie be- 
ewixt them. I will be loth 8 put off your Fears, 
and: our Senſe of Deadneſs; (I beit it were more) 
there be ſome Wounds of that Nature, that theit 
Bleeding ſhould net be ſoon ſtopped: Ye muſt take 
4 Houſc beſide the Phyſician ; it hall be 2 Miracle 
if you be the firſt ſick Man he put away uncured. 
Nay, nay, Chrift is hopeſt and free with Sinners, 
( John vi. 37. Aud him that cometh to Me, I will in 
* -= Ake ye that: It cannot be Pfe- 
ſumption to take that as your own, when ye find 
Four Wounds. . Preſumption is, ever whole at the 
Heart, aud aneth only for the Faſhion ; Faith 
hath Senſe. of Siakneſs. Cbriſt is as fall a-Feaſt as 
e can have. His Mercy ſends always a Letter of 
Games to. your Sp, if there were ten Thou- 
. more of them. — you, it is a hard Mat- 
25 for a poor hungry Man to find Chriſt, when the 
be of his Winc-houſe is a-ſceking, and cannot be 
But Hunger muſt break through, Iron-locks.. 
L bemoan them not who can mae 2, Din for: 
2 Sabiour: Ve muſt let Him hear it (to ſay ſo) up- 
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ſelf; it is not Time then to be ſoft mouth'd and pa- 
tient. Cbriſt is rare indeed, and delicate to a Sinner; 
He is a Miracle, to a ſeeking and weeping Sinner; 
but yet ſuch a Miracle as will be ſeen by them who 
will come and ſee: The Seeker and the Sigher is at 
lft a Singer and Enjoyer; nay, I have ſeen a dumb 
Man get an Alms from Chrifft. Tt bodeth God's 
Mercy to complain heartily ſor Sin. Let Wreſtling 
be with Chri/f, till He ſay, How is it that I can- 
not be quit of your Cries? And then hope for Chriſt's 
Bleſſing, his Bleſſing is better than other ten Blef- 
ſin Think not Shame becauſe of your Guilti- 
2 Necoſſity mult: not bluſh to beg: It ſtandeth 
you hard to want. Chr; and that which idle wait- | 
ing cannot do, Crying and Knotking will de Re- 
member now: ye muſt live upon violent Peking. 
Lazineſs is a greater Fault now than lotg ſinee; we 
love always to have the Pap put in our Mouth. Naw, 
for myſelf; alas, I am not the Man I go for in 
this Nation: Men have not juſt Weights to weigg 
me in. Oh but Iam a filly Body, and overgrown. :. - 
with Weeds! Corruption is rank in me: O if 1 
were anſwerable to this holy Cay/e, and to that ho- 
nourable Prince's Love, for whom I now ſuffer F If _ 
Chri/t would refer the Matter to me, (in his Pre- 
ſence I ſpeak it) I might; think Shame to vote my. 
own Salvation: I think, Chriſ might fay, Thinke/# 
thou not Shame to claim Heaven, I- 457 fo At. 
for it? Iam very often ſo, that I know not whe- 
ther I fink or ſwim in the Water I find myſelf a 
Bag of light Froth; I would bear no Weight if my 
Loxp caſt not in borrow'd Weight, even Cris 
Rightepuſneſs to weigh for me: The Stock I have 
is hot mine own; I am but the Merchant that traf-) 5 
ficks with other Folks Goods: If my Creditor, 
Chrift, would take from me what He hath” tent,” . 
I would not long 2 Cauſway; but Chrift* 
"4 on 2 23 1 1 - 
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bath made it mine and his. I complain, when 


7 cometh, He cometh always to fetch Fire, 
He is ever. in Haſte, He may not tarry : But I 
think it my Happineſs to love the Love of Chriſt; 
and, when He; goeth away, the Memory of his 

tweet Preſence is like a Fealt 
if 1 could write a Book of his Praiſes! - O faireſt 
N the Sons of Men, why ſtayeſt Thou fo long 
away? O Heavens, move faſt! O Time, run, 
xun, and haſten the Marriage-day ! For Love is 
tormented with Delays. 5) Angels, O Seraphim 
who ſtand before Him, O. bleſſed Spirits who now 
ſee his Face, ſet Him on high; for, when ye have 
worn your Harps with his Praiſes, all is too little, 
and is nothing, to caſt the Smell of the Praiſe of 
that fair Flower, that fragrant Roſe of Sharon, 
through many Worlds. Grace be with you. 
i 297 6G Int 5 : Yours in Jeſus, 8 14 rat 121 
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y | +d Brother, 3 
FNRact, Mercy and Peace be to you. I have 
ſeen no Letter from you ſince I came to Aber- 


en; 1-will not interpret it to be Forgetfulneſs. 1 


Deareſ and tru 


Ou! ble Fellow-Priſoner, * 


in a dear Summer. O0 


am here in a fair Priſon ; Chrift is my ſweet and 


are 
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ful Lord- Priſoner, [if I may ſpeak ſo.] I think 
this Croſs becometh me well, and is ſuitable to me 
in reſpe&t of my Duty to ſuffer for Chrift; how- ' 
beit not in regard of my deſerving to be thus ho- 
noured, However it be, I ſee Chrrft is even 
ing in the Duft, in Priſon, and in Banifhment. 
Lo 


ofles and Diſgraces are the Wheels of his trrumph- ' 


ing Chariot: In the Sufferings of his Saints, 
as He intendeth their Good, ſo: He intendeth his 
own Glory, and. Cbriſt ſhooteth not at Rovers, 
He hitteth what He purpoſeth to hit: There- 
fore He doth make his own weak Nothings, who 
are the Contempt of Men, a new ſharp threſh- 
ing Inſtrument having Teeth,” e thre the Moun- 
tains, and beat them ſmall, and to make the Hills as 
Chef, and' fo fin them, Ig. xli. 15, 16. What 
er Stuff, or. harder Grain for threſhing out, 
than high and rocky Mountains? But the Saints are 
Gop's threſhing Inſtruments to beat them all in 
Chaff. Let Pools laugh the Fools Laughter, and 
ſcorn Crit, and bid the weeping Captives in Ba- 
bylon, fing us one of the Songs of Zion; no created 
Powers in Hell, or out of Hell, can mar our Lord” 
Teſugs Mufick, nor fpill our Song of Joy. Let us 
then be glad and rejoice in the Salvation of our 

Loxp; 2 Faith had never yet Cauſe to have wet 
Checks, or to droop or die: What can ail 2 
ſeeing Chrift ſuffereth Himſelf (with Reyerence to 
Him he it ſpoken) to be commanded by it, and 
Chrift commandeth all Things? Faith may dance, 
becauſe Chri/? ſings; and' we may come in the 
Choir, and lift our hoarſe and rough Voices, and 
ling, and ſhout for Joy with Wot eus. If 
Gop were dead (if I ay ſpeak fo,. with Reverence 
of Him who liveth far ever and=ever) and Chr;/# 
buried, and rotten among the Worms, we might. 
have Cauſe to look like dead Folks ; but, the Lord 
bub, and bleſſed be the _— of our Salvation, Plal. 
| . 3 | Xxvili. 


138 Mr. Rutherfoord's 
xviii. 46; None have Right to joy but we; for 
Jey is ſown for us, and an ill Summer or Harveſt 
will not. ſpill the Crop. I cannot but ſpeak what 
I bave felt; my. Lord Feſus hath broken a Box of 
Spikenard upon * Head of his poor Priſoner, and 
it is a Pain to ſmother Chriſs Love; it will be 
out, whether we will or not. If we did but { 
according to the Matter, a Croſs for Cbriſt ſhould 
have another Name; yea, a Croſs, eſpecially when 


He cometh with his Arms full of Joys, is the hap- 
pieſt hard Tree that ever was laid upon my weak 
Shoulder. Chriſt and his Croſs together are ſweet 


Company, and a bleſſed Couple. My Priſon is my 
Palace, my Sorrow is with Child of Joy, my Loa 
are rich Loſſes, my Pain ay Pain, m heavy Days 
are holy and happy Days. I may tell a new Tale 
of Chrift to my nts. Oh if I could, make a 

 Love-Song of Him, and could commend. Chr; A 
and tune, 1 Praiſes aright! Is it not great Art in 
my Loxn, who can bring forth r fair Apples 
out of this crabbed Tree of the Croſs? Nay, my 
Father's never enough admired Providence can 
make a fair Feaſt out of a black Devil: Nothin 

can. come wrong to my ts Grace be wit 


i in bis ne LORD, TD 
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J have long had a Purpoſe of writing to you, 
] heartily defire that ye would mind your Country; 
for all come not Home at Night, who ſuppoſe they 
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* 


ELI ZABETH KENNEDY. 


* 


RACE Mercy and Peace be unto you. 1 


2 


have ſet their Face Heavenward : It is a woſul 
Thing to die and miſs Heaven. F perſuade my- 


ſelf, that Thouſands ſhalt be deceived and aſha- 
med of their Hope; becauſe they caſt their An - 


chor in ſinking Sands. Till now, I knew not the 


Pain, Labour, nor Difficulty that there is to win 


Home; nor did I underſtand ſo well, before this, 


The Righteauſs ſpall® ſcarcely” be ſaved: Oh k . 


many a poor Profeſſor's Candle is blown out, and 


never lighted again I ſee to be ranked amongſt 
the Children of Gos, and to have a Name a- 
mong Men, is now thought good enough to carry 
Profeſſors to Heaven: But certainly, a Name is 
but a Name, and will never bide a Blaſt of Gon's 


Storm. I counſel you, not to give your Soul: or 
Ori Reſt, nor your Eyes ſleep, till ye have got- 


ten ſomething that will bide the Fire, and ſtand 
out the Storm. I am ſure, if my one Foot were 


Y 


* 
4 


in Heaven, then he would ſay, Fund thyſelf, I ill. 
hold thee no longer. I ſhould go no further, but 
preſently fall down in as many Pieces of dead 
Nature. They are happy for overmore, who are 


aver Head and Ears in with Love of Chi, and 


» 
* 

* 
£ 
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know no Sickneſs but Love-Sickneſs for Chr: TY 


-our Souls out of Breath, and tire them ; ins 
courling and galloping after our own Dreams, o 


ſome created hing onthis Side of Death: 

e ſhould fain ſtay, and "ſpin out a Heaven o 
ourſelye 2 tp Sd gt the Water; but Sorrow, 
Want, < and Sin, are both wook 


and 1 in 1 ill- ſpun Web. © how ſweet. 
and dear are thoſe Thoughts, that are ſtill upen 
the Things which are above ! And how ny 
they, who are longing to have Time's Thread 
cut, and can cry to Lord Jeſus, have over, 
come. and fetch the dri Paſſenger! I wiſh our 
Thoughts were more frequently than they are 
upon our Heaven caſtech a ſweet Smell 
afar off, to thoſe. that have ſpiritual Smelling ! - 
Cop hath made many fair Flowers, but the fair- 
eſt of them all 8 and the Flower of all 
Flowers is Chi. n 
that lovely Ont Alas I that there is ſuch Scar- 
ids Ling and Lovers of Cbriſt, among us all! 
Ey, Fo upon us, who love fair Things, as fair 
Gold, fair Houſes, fair Lands, fair Pleaſures, fair 
Honours and fair Perſons 3 and 77 pine and 
melt a with Love to Ci, O would to 
Gon, I had more Love for his Sake ! O for as 
much Love, as would lie betwixt me and Heaven! 
O for as much Love as would go round about the 
Earth, and over the Heaven, — the Heaven of 
Heavens, and ten thouſand Worlds, that I might 
let all aut upon Chr But, alas, I have nothing 
for him; yet he bath much for me: It is no Gain 
to Criſt, that he getteth my little Span- length 
and Hand - breadth of Love. If. Men would have 
ſamething to do wich their Hearts and their 
1 „that are always rolling up and down, 
afterfinful Vanities, 1 — may nd. great and. ſweet 


Emplayment to their Thoughts upon * 4 
thoſe 


ci th au 
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thoſe frothy, and reſtleſs Hearts of ours would 
come all about Chriſt, and look into his Love, to 
bottomleſs Love, to the Depth of Mercy, to tlie 
unſearchable Riches of his Grace, to ſcarch into 
the Beauty of Gop in Chri/tz they would be ſwal- 
lowed up in the Depth and Height, Length and 
Breadth of his Goodneſs... Oh if Men would 
draw the Cuttains, and Jook into the inner Side of 


give for. him, I am ſure, ſick, n 7 
would heighten the Market, and raiſe che 


rice to 
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Feſus and his 


Love I commend you. 
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\ JonerT- KENNEDY. 
| Loving and dear Sitar, 2 e e 


Race, Merey and Peace be unto you, 1 


received your Letter: J know, the Savourt 
Thrift in you cannot be blown 'awa with 
Winds" either f from Hell, or this Dolkäred World. 
Keep your Taſte, * Lore and Hape in Hlea- 
ven ; it is not your Love and your Logo 


ſhould be in two ſundry Countries. Up, up af. 


ter your Lover, chat ye and h may be t 
A King from kiesven G Pad 
be thevred you 
along in the Spirit, throy 
ia Heaven; and ſay 
laa if Thee antt ; and; if ye only had been 
the chofen- of Gop, Chri/ti would have built that 
Houſe for you and himfelf: Now, it is for you and 
many” others alfo. Take with you in your Jour- 
— hes may carry with you, Clence, . 
Faith, Home, ray Mecknefs Gab dneß, Bro- 
therly-kindneſs; for ſuch "Wares as theſe are of 
great Price in the Country whither ye go: As for 
other Things, the: World's vanity and raſh, ſince 
they are but the Hoi ſe-ſweepings, ye ſhall do beſt 
not to carry them with you; ye found them here, 
teave7 them here, and let them keep the Houſe. 
Your Sunis low ; be nigh your Lodging agzinfi 
Night. We go one and one out of this great 
h Market, "till the Town be empty, and the two 


Lodgings, 


ellin a bone 


g Sg aer 
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Lodgings, Heaven and Hell, be filled; Anti- 
chriſt and his Maiter are buſy to replenith Hell, 

to ſeduce many: And Stars; great CH i- 
. are falling from Heaven; and many are miſled and 
ſeduced, and fell their Birth-right, by hunting for 
[ know not what. Faſten upon Chr:/t. Though 
my Croſs were as heavy as ten Mountains, when 
he putteth his Shoulder under me and it, it is but 
a Feather. [I pleaſe myſelf in the Choice of Chi: 
J rejoice that he is in Heaven before me; Gon 
bend a joyſul Meeting, and in the mean Time 
the Traveller's Charges for the Way, 


and to encourage a breathleſs Runner; for when 
J loſe Breath, clintbing up the Mountain, he 
maketh new Breath. Now, the 75 Gop of 
Peace eſtabliſh” you to the A of 

ance. y ; & 4 | > ot 
ER res in 6 less hn 
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FORACE, Mercy and Peace be unte you, 1 
AF have heard ſomewhat of your Lrials in Gal. 
brug. Let me entreat you, to be faſt to Chri: 
My Witness is above, that you have added much 
Joy to me in my Bonds, when I hear that you 


pu in the Grace and Zeal of Gon for your 


Our Miniſtry, whether by preaching or 


ſuffering, will caſt a Smell through the Wortd both 


of Heaven and Hell, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. There is 


nothing out of Heaven, next to Chriſt, dearer to 
me than my Miniſtry; and the Worth of it, in 


my Eftimation, is ſwelled, and paineth me, ex- 
ceedingly : Yet I am content, for the Honour of 


my Lon, to ſurrender it back again to the Lord 
of the Vineyard; let him do with me and it both, 
What he thinketh good. I think myſelf too little 

for him. And let me ſpeak to you, how kind 
a Fellow-Priſoner is Chris to me! Believe me, 


this Kind of Croſs (that would not go by my 
Door, but would needs viſit my is fill the lon- 
ger the more welcome tame. It is true, my ſi- 


lent Sabbaths have been and are ſtill glaſſey Ice, 
whereon my Faith can ſcarce hold its Feet, and I 


am often blown off my Feet with a Storm of 


Doußting; yet 1. my Bonds all this Time caſt 


a mighty Smell of high and deep Love in Chrift: 
I cannot indeed ſee through my Croſs to the far 


End; yet I am praiſing the Lamb, over Sorrow, 
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aas kae Sv, r e e 2 
Long to bear how your Soul bee I won- 
LORE ye write not to me, for the Holy Ghoſt 
eth me witneſs, I cannot, I dare not forget you 


by the Blood of the Great d: Ye arc in m 
deart in the Ni 8 e are my Foy — 
Crown 3 in the 1 Chri/t. Lonp, bear wit- 
neſs, if. m my thi for any out of 
eayen, more than for your Salvation: Let Gon 
y me in an even Balance, and try me in this. 
ve Heaven, let your Heart be on it: Up, up, 
and viſit the new Land, and view the fair City, an 
the whrte Throne, and the Lamb, the Bride's 28 
bard fitting, on it: It were Time your Soul caſt it- 
e ee upon Chriſt. I beſeech you, 
unds of your Redeemer, and by your 
ompearance before H im, and by the Salvation of 
ur Soul, loſe no more Time; run faſt, for it is 
ate: Gop hath ſworn by Himfclf, who made the 


World and Time, a with no moreyRev. X, 
er XXV * Ve 


158 Mr. Rutherfoord's 
Ye are now upon the very Border of the oth 
Life; your Lonxp cannot be blamed for not givin 
you Warning: I have taught the Truth of Chrif 
to you, and delivered unto you the whole Counſel 


| of Gop, and I have ſtood b ore the LoRp for you, 
and 1 ſhall yet ſtill ſtand Awake, awake to do 


nghteouſly. Think not to be eaſed of the Dehts 
that are on your Houſe, by oppreſſing any, or being 
rigorous to thoſe that are under you: — 
how I endeavoured to walk before you in this Mat- 
ter, as an Example. Behold here am I, witneſs 

ainſ/? me, before the LORD and his Anointed, whoſe 
Os or whoſe Aſs have I taten? Whom have I de- 


frauded ? Whom have I oppreſſed? Who knoweth 


how my Soul feedeth upon à good Conſcience, 
when I remember how I ſpent this Body in «my, 


| the Lambs of Chriſt? At my firſt Entry hither, I 


took a Stomach againſt my Lox p, becauſe he. had 


_ raft me over the Dike of the Vineyard as a dry 


Tree, and would have no more of my Service; 
my dumb Sabbaths broke my Heart, and I would 
not be comforted: But now He whom my Soul hu. 
eth is come again, and it pleaſeth Him to feaſt me 
with his Love; a King dineth with me, and hi: 
Spikenard caſteth a ſweet Smell. The Lord above 
is my Witneſs, that I write my Heart to you; 
I never knew, by my nine Years Preaching, fo 
much of Chriſt's Love, as He hath taught me in 4- 
berdeen, by ſix Months Impriſonment. I charge 
you in Chri/s Name, help me to praiſe, and ſhew 
that People the Loving-kindneſs of the Loxp to 


my Soul, that ſo my Sufferings may 1 
de 


preach to them when I am ſilent. He hath m 


me know now; better than before, what it is to oe | 


crueified” to the World: I would not now give 2 
Drink of cold Water for all the World's'Kindnefs; 
I owe no Service to it. I would not exchange my 
Sighs with the Laughing of Kuna The, 
; W 56237 44 How 
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LETTERS. 159 
LorD hath given you much, and therefore He will 
require much of you again: Number your Ta- 
lents, and fee what ye have to render back; ye 
cannot be enough perſuaded of the Shortneſs of your 


Time. I charge you to write to me, and in the 


Fear of Gop be plain with me, whether or not ye 
have made your Salvation ſure: T am confident, 
and hope the beſt ; but I know, your Reckonings 
with your Judge are many and deep. Sir, be not 
beguiled, neglect not your one Thing, your one ne- 
* Thing, the good Part that ſball not be taken 
from you. Look beyond Time; Things here are 
but Moon-ſhine ; they have but Childrens Wit, 
who are delighted with Shadows, and deluded with 
Feathers flying in the Air. Defire your Children, 


in the Morning of their Life, to begin and ſeek the 
LoRD, and to remember their Creator in the Days 


of their Youth, (Eccleſ. xii. 1.) To — Way, 

taking- Heed thereto according to Gonp's Word. 
(Pal. cxix. .) Youth is a olaſſ} Age, Satan finds 
a ſwept Chamber (for the moſt Part) in Youth, and 
a garniſhed Lodging for himſelf and his Train. Let 
the Lon p have the Flower of their Age; the beſt 
Sacrifice is due to Him. Inſtrut them in this, 
that they have a Soul, and that this Life is nothing 
in Compariſon of Eternity : They will have much 
Need. of God's Conduct in this World, to guide 
them upon thoſe Rocks upon which moſt Men ſplit; 
but far more Need when it cometh to the Hour of 


Death, and their Compearance before Chrift., O0 


that there were ſuch an Heart in them, to fear the 
Name of the great and dreadful Gon, wha hath laid 
great Things for thoſe that love and fear Him 
| pray that God may be their Portion.  Shew o- 
thers. of my Pariſhioners, that I wrote to them my 


beſt Wiſhes, and the Bleſfings of their lawful PA. 


far; fay to them from me, That I beſeech them by 
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260 Mr. Rutherfoord”s- 


| of eur Loan and. Saviour — * 5 tuhich 7 
2775 then ; that, ſo. 2 may 4 
"3 74 


eternal 

755 Jes fi y . Ha af x Gofpe, 
nog ors Fon Nen 19 themſelves... 

1 ighteouſnels ;, ſeek 3 — yn 


Tele watt 48 the Coming. of our Maſter. and 


udge : Reccive;no Doctrine contrary to that which 
delivered to you; if ye fall away, and forget it, 
and ſo forſake your own Mercy, the Loxp be 


udge betwixt you and me, I take Heaven and 


th to witneſs, that ſuch ſhall eternally periſh ; 
they ſerve the Tarte eat will be their Re- 
when they and 1 ſtand before our Judge. Set 
— up the Mountain, to meet with Gon; climb 
for your Saviour calleth on you. It may be, 
Gop will call you to your Reſt when J am far 


from you; but ye have my Love, and the Deſires | 


of my Hcart for your Soul's Welfare, He that is 
holy, dee. from: falling, ac. you 22 
en ious Appearance. i# 

Pot Your Hauen, and bauful Pee, 55 
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ROBERT STEWART. 


*h very dear Brother, 


Gee Mercy, and Peace be to you. Ye 
are heartily welcome to my Maſter's at 


Gop Rs you much Joy of your new Mater, 


=. 


"oh 


uwan..om wm. w, I jy» ow ve Inaz9 DA, cd r Y F.,, cx» At oy aus 


YN * * 


mn „ . a 4. 0 ww, uy m_wd 


n 


=O 
— 


OO S 


n 88 4 F 


LETTERS 167 


have. boen in the Houſe. before you, I were not 
faithful to give the Houſe an ill Name, or to ſpeak 
evil of the Lord of the Family; I rather wiſh Gop's 
holy Spirit (O LorD, breathe upon me with that 
$p17it j to tell you the Faſhions of the Houſe. One 
Ping I can ys by waiting ye will grow a great” 

an with the Lok p of the Houſe : Hang on, till 
ye get ſome Good from Chriſt; lay all your Loads 
by Faith upon Chr; eaſe yourſelf, and let Him 
bear all: He can, He will bear you, howbeit Hell 
were upon your Back. I rejoice that He is come, 
and hath choſen” you in the Furnace. Ve have 
14 05 great Advantage in the Way to Heaven, 
hat ye have ſtarted in the Morning: Like a Fool 
as I was, I ſuffered my Sun to be high in the Hea- 
ven, before ever I took the Way. I pray ye now, 
keep the Advantage ye have. Be not lazy; and be 
careful to take Heed to your Feet, in that ſlippery 


ind dangerous Way of Vouth. The Devil and 


Temptations now have the Advantage of you; dry 
Timber will ſoon take fire: Be covetous and greedy 
of the Grace of Gos, and beware that it 2 not 
Holineſs that cometh only from the Croſs ; for too 
many are that Way diſpoſed, P/al. lxxviii. 34. 
ben He flew them, then they ſought Him, and th 

returned and engitired early after Gan. Verſe 36. 
W they did flatter Him with their Mouth, 
and they lied unto bim with their Tongues. It is Hy- 
pocriſy, to give God fair Words, when He hath 
us in his Gripe, (if I may ſpeak fo) and to flatter 
Him 'till we win the fair Fields again. Try well 
green Godlineſs, and examine what it is ye love in 
Chrift : If ye love but Chri/Ps Sun-/hine, and would 
bave only Summer-weather to Heaven; your Pro- 
feſſion will play you a Slip, and the uber- well 


will grow dry again in Summer. Make no Sport 
of Chris, bal r for a ſound and lively 7 2 


* 


Sin, chat ye may judge 8 an undone, Nen 2 


damned 


12 .. Ratherfoord's 


damned Slave of Hell and Sin, one * in ä 
Bleed, except ; come and. 1905 * 
therefore Os fure and faſt" Work of ade - 
caſt the Earth deep; and down,. Jn with the ol 
Wort, the Building 9 19 97 _ was there be. 
fore; and let Chr: and make 2 
new Creatian Vicki . e f Chri ＋s Rain 
goeth down. to the Root of your withered 7 ies 
and if his Love wound your Heart while it bleed 
with Sorrow for Sin, and if we 75 pant and de 
- like to die for that lovely Oni { know; 
Chr; . will not be hid. Where 5 2 will 
ever ſpeak for "itſelf, and. be fruitful In Well-doing: 
The ſanctified Gob is a fruitful Tree, it bringe 
Forth many Apples, Tf Tſhould tell you;. by ſome 
weak Expericuce, what I, have ſound in Chri/, 
ye or others could hardly believe me: 1 thought 
not the hundredth Fore of Cri long fince, thatT 
do now, ;, though, alas! my Thoughts are {till in- 
finitely beleto his Worth b, my. 1995 refuſe no Con- 
FR not Hell excepted, ( reſerving always Gop's 
Hatred) to buy Poſſcflion of Feſus - But, alas! I 
am not a Merchant who have any Maney to ive 
for Him; 1 muſt either come to a chea Mai 
MP Wares are had for nothing elſe F ben 
: But I have caſt this Work upon Chi, to 
jet 2 Himſelf; I have his Faith, and Tins 2 
omiſe, (as a Pawn of his) all engaged that 3 
obtain that which my hungry. Defires would be'a 
and I eſteem: that the Choice of my Happineſs: 
for Chriff's Croſs, eſpecially 94 F aber of 10 
Crofles, to offer for bis Name, 1 eſteem it more 
than I can ; and I write it under mine own 
Hand to you, it 4 one of the —_ of the Ladder uf 
to our Country, and Chrift is ftill at the heavy En 
of this black *. and jo it is but as a Feather to 
me. I need not run at Leiſure, becauſe of a Burden 


don my Back; my Back never bare the like bs ; 
1 1 
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8 Cbriſt the Soul is, it 
is iti ter Journey. Now, would 
to GOD, att cold bt, Pr arid Soldiers of 
Chriſt would look again to Jeſus, and to his Love; 
and when they — E would have them to look 

in and again, and fill themſelves with beholdi 
Geri s Beauty! and I dare ſay then, that Chr Chrift 
would come in great Requeſt with many: The Vir- 

gins would flock faſt about the Bridegroom, they 


' my Head ached, 
have ſaid 10 | hothing, I may Neri agkin 
Godhead, à Godhead is a eee, 8 *r cn 
chouſand new · made Worlds of ls and elect 
Men, and double them in Number ten thouſfand, 
thouſand, thoufand Times; let their Hearts and 
Tongves be ten thouſand. thouſand." Times more 
pile and large than the Heart and Tongues of the 
deraphim, that ſtand: with fix Wings before Him, 
2 * 2. when. they have ſaid all for the 45. 5. 

praiſing of the Lord Jeſus, 


pes little or RN oking: His Love will 36 al poſ- 2 


ible Creatures to praiſe. Oh if 1 could wear _ 
"ongue to the Stump, in extolling his*Highneſ 

ut it ts. my Sorrow, that I am Tha 
his incomparable Love; He doth-fo 
for-my Soul; and He got! never-ye 

It is a "Shi 

of what He h#th done for me, and — —— to 
Him again. To Him and his rich Grace Irecom- 
mend Jou. Eny for me, and forget not to o praiſe.” 
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FR (RACE; Mercy, —_—_— de 8 V 
Suit to you. is, that ye would lay the Foun- 
tion ſure in your Youth: When ye begin to 
eck Chriſt, try, I pray you, upon what Terms ye 
covenant to follow Him, and lay your Accounts 
what it may coſt you; that Summer nor a> nter may 
not cauſe you to change your Maſter. Reed for 
to Him, and be honeſt oy 1d Erabful, that 
not a Crack; in you. Fend ve are now in 5 
Throng of Temptation |, When Youth is come to 
its faireff Blom, then the Devil, and the. Lu/ts of 
a decerving | World, and Sin are upon Horſeback, 
and follow with Up- ail. If chis were not, Paul 
needed not to have written to an holy Youth, Timo- 
thy, (a faithful Preacher of the Goſpel) Flee the Lufts 
of Youth. Give Chriſt your Virgin-Love, you cannot 
put your Love.and . Q 
ye knew Him, and ſaw his Beauty q 8 5 "Love, 
your Heart, your Deſires would cloſe with Him, 
and cleave to Him. I would ſeek no more to make 
me happy for evermore, but a clear Sight of the 
Beauty of Jeſus my Lord : Let my Eyes enjoy his 
Fairneſs, and fare Him for ever in the Face, and 
I have all that can be "wiſhed. Get Cbriſt rather 
than Gold or Silver; ſeek Chriſt, howbeit yeſhoutd 


Joke all Nur for Him. Gop ſend me my Fille 1 
i u 


his Beauty, if it be poſſible that my Soul can be f 
of his Beauty here: Bus much of Cribs Beauty 
FTI needeth 
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needeth not abate os Appetite of a Soul (lick of 
Love for Himfelf ce Him in the other Herla, 
where He is Jzor Py Lam glad, with all mp 
Heart, that ye have given your Morning Age to 
this LoRD : Hold on, and weary not, faint not, 
reſolve upon Suffering for Chriff i/!; fear not ten 
Days Tribplztion, for Cr 's Oroſs is ſugared with 
Comforts, and hath a Taſte of Chrif Himſelf. I 
eſteem it my N. gl — Crown, and 
I bleſs Him for 1 — ad voked with 
Chriſt, and married with Him in Suffering. ho 
therefore was born, and therefore came into the 
World, that He migbt bear Times te the Tru 
Take Pains, above all Things. for Salvation; ſo 
without Running, Fighting, Sweating, Wreſtlings 
Heaven is not taken. O happy Soul, that croſſeth 
Nature, and delighteth to gain that Crown of 
Glory ! The very Hope of Heaven is like Vina 
and Sails to the Saul, and like ing, when the 
Feet come out of the Snare. O] for what ſtay we 
here? Up, up, after our Lord Jeſus / this is not 
our Reſt; what have we to do in this Priſaa, ex- 
cept only to take Meat and Hanſe- vam in it 'for a 
Time? Grace, Grace be with you. | | 


| Your Souls Well-wifher, 
eau, M7 x SHIN tree 
case. — 
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is my h „ that my Furnace, 


a. < oy is of the Lonp's kindling, may ſparkle 
Fire upon Standers-by, to the warming of their 
Hearts with Gop's Love. The very Duſt that 
falleth from Cbriſis Feet, and black Croſs, i: 
fweeter to me than Kings Crowns: I ſhould be a 
falſe Witneſs, if I ſhould not give my Lord fe efus 
a: fair. Teſtimonial' with: my hole Soul : 
Word, I know, will not heighten Him; He ne 
EI _ Props — bis Feet, to raiſe ' bis 
2 oh that I could raiſe Him the 
Het 2 Heaven, and the Breadth and Length of 
ten — in the Eſtimation of all his younger 
Lovers! For we have all ſha pen Chri/tt00 narrow 
and too ſhort, and formed 1 of his 
Love, very unworthy of it. Oh that Men were 
taken dvith his Beauty and Fairneſs ! They would 
iy e over playing with Idols, in which there is not 
f- room for one Soul to expatiate, and Man's? 
Love is but hungered an gnawing bare Bones, and 
fucking at dry Breaſts; they will not come at Him, 
who hath a World of Love and Goodneſs and 
Bounty for all. We ſeek to thaw our frozen 
_ Hearts at the cold Smoke of the ſhort-timed Crea- 
BAY avd our Souls gather neither Heat, nor 


fe, 


Iife, nor Light; for theſe cannot give to us what 
hey have not in themſelves. Oh that we could 
it in through this Throng of Baſtard-Lovers, 
1d be raviſhed and ſick of Love for Chrift { We 
1ould find ſome Footing, and ſweet Eaſe for our 
tottering Souls in our Lon: I wiſh it were in 
Iny Fower, to r all Love but the Love of 
ri, all Gods but Chriſ, all Saviours but Christ. 

I As for your Complaint of Deadneſs and Doubt- 
Nings, Cbriſt, I hope, will take your Deadneſs and 
J you together. They are Bodies full of Boils, and 

broken Bones that need mending, that Chri/# the 


Y Phyſician taketh up; whole Veſſels are not for 
Criſs Art: Publicans, Sinners, Harlots, are 


ce, ready Market-wares for Chriſi. The only Thing 


t Moving Arm, is that which ye write of, ſome 
"%* Wfccling of Death and Sin; the more Pain, and 


1 the more Night-Watching, and the more Fevers, 
n Ide better; a Soul bleeding to Death, till Chriſt _ 


were cried for in all Haſte, to come to ſtem the 


oY Blood, and cloſe up the Wound, with his wn 
% Hand, were a very 7 good Diſeaſe, when many are 
cart. We have all too little 


0g of a whole 
of Hell-pain and Terrers- that Way; nay, Gon 
ſend me ſuch a Hell, as Chri/t hath promiſed to 
make a Heaven but of. ©] The Thing that we 
miſtake is the Want of Victory; we hold that to 
be the Mark of one that hath no 
ſay, the Want of Fighting were a, Mark of, no 
race; but I ſhall not ſay, the Want of V 
is ſuch a Mark. If my Fire and the Devil's Wa- 


d or make crackling like Thunder in the Air, Tam 
Js leſs afraid, for, where there is Fire, it is Chriff's 


Part to keep in the Coal, and to pray the Father 


i Nvreſtling, and doing, and fighting, and mourn- 
or. Ing. And ye do well, not to doubt if the Ground 


ſtone 
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de Nat will bring Sinners within a Caſt of Chris 


race: Nay, I 


that my Faith fail not, if I in the mean Time de 


. 
„ . SIT 0s OETLI 
7 — * * a 0 * 
* fl 


* * 
l 3 


= 
. 15 
' _ — * Ml 5 : n 3 
; * XI e * 7 wer ö 0 8 * * 0 5 
* \ * — — r 3 * _ 5 
2 e n . Y . b x AA „ > 
— ö — —_—_— —— — 2 


Gg and Peace be te ans [ 


168 2+. Rutherfoord's 

ſtone be ſure, but try if it be ſo 3; ſur there is 
gteat Odds between doubting that we have "7 ae 
and trying if we have Grace: The former ma 
be Sin, but the latter is good. Holy Fear ib 
ſearching the Camp that. chere be no Enemy with 
in our Boſom to betray us, and a ſeeing that alf be 
faſt and ſute : For 1 fee many leaking Veſſels fair 
before the Wind, and Profeifors who take'their 
Convetſion upon Truft, and 1 on ſerurely, 
and ſee not the Underwater, a Storm fink 
them. : Each Man hail Nerd lice. a-Day, and 
oftner,. to be ſearched-withiCandles: Pray for me, 
that the Lonn would giue me Hduſe - Room again, 


e bold a Candle to: this dark World. Gan 


1 you. FJ 
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you in the Lord make ſure 

Work of Life eternal: 1 rotten 

Herd j every Man's Work will ſpeak for itfe!, 
ahnt his Seed bath; been. O how many ſee l 
who fow-to the Fleſh! Alas, what a Crop will 
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| feap this World, that is ripe and white for Judg- 
ment ! I recommend to you Sanctification, and 


that you kee Oy clean from this preſent 
evil World. We — 1 to tell our own Dreams, 
and to flatter our Fleth with the Hope we have: 


It were Wiſdom for us to be free, plain, honeſt - 
and ſharp with our own Souls, and to charge them 
to brew better, | that they may drink well, and 


fare well, when Time is melted away like Snow 
in Summer. O how hard a Thing is it, to get 
the Soul to give up all Things on this Side Death 

and Doomſday ! We ſay, we are going from this 
World, but our Heart ftirreth not a Foot off its 
Seat. Alas I T ſee few heavenly-minded Souk, 
that have nothing upon the Earth but their Body of 
Clay going up and down, becauſe their Soul and 
the Powers of it are up in Heaven, and there 
their Hearts live, defire, enjoy, rejoice. Oh! Mens 
Souls have no Wings, and therefore Night and 
Day they keep their Neſt, and are not acquainted 
with Chrift. Sir, take you to your one Thing, to 

Chriſt, that you may be acquainted * with his 


Sweetneſs and Excellency, and charge your Love 


not to dote upon this World; for it will not do 
your Buſineſs in' that Day, when nothing will 
come in but Gop's Favour. Build upon Chu. 
for when your Souls for many Years hath wan- 
dered through the Creatures, ye will come Home 
again with the Wind. They are not good, at 
leaſt not the Souls good ; it is the infinite God- 


head that muſt allay the Sharpneſs of your Hun- 
ger after Happineſs ; otberwiſe there ſhall ſtill be 
à Want of Satisfaction to your Defires : And, if 


he would caſt in ten Worlds, all ſhall fall throagh, 
and your Soul ſhall ſtill cry Hunger, black Hun- 
ger: But, I am ſure, there is ſufficient for you in 


(brit. Oh, if I could make my Lord 7 us love 
Ay, defirable, and fair to all the World 


Oh let 
Vor. XXVII. P my 
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my Part of Heaven go for it, ſo He would take my 
Tongue to be his Inſtrument, to ſet out Chri/t 
in his whole Love, Grace, Sweetneſs and Glory, 
to the Eyes and Hearts of Jetus and Gentiles! But, 
who is ſufficient for theſe Things ? Oh for the Help 
of Angels Tongues, to make Chri/f amiable. to 


many Thouſands! Oh how little doth this World 


ſee of him, and How far are they from the Love 
of Him, ſeeing there is ſo much Lovelineſs, Beau · 
ty and Sweetneſs in Chri/t, that no created Eye 

id ever yet ſee ! I would that all Men knew his 
Glory, and that I could put many in at the Bride- 
groom's Chamber-Door, to ſee his Beauty, and 
to be Partakers of his high, deep, and broad, 
and boundleſs Love. Oh let all the World come 
nigh and ſee Chi, and they ſhall then ſee more 
than I can ſay of Him! O, if I had a Pledge to 
lay down for a Sea-full. of his Love] That J 
could come by ſo much of Chri/t, as would fa. 
tisfy longing for Him, or rather increaſe it, till it 
were in full Poſſeſſion ! I know we fhalt meet, 
and therein I 22 Sir, ſtand faſt in the 
Truth of Chriſt, that ye have received: Yield not 
to Winds, but ride out, and let Chriſ be your 
Anchor, and the only He, whom ye ſhall look to 
ſee in Peace. Pray for me his Priſoner, and that 
the Lond would ſend me among you to feed his 
People. Grace, Grace be with you. 


Aberdeen, . me 
II In his fwect Loxp Its, 
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Worthy and dear Brother, 


RACE, Mercy and Peace be to you. I 
have been too long in Writing: to 2 but 


Mohicuds: of Letters taketh much Lime from me. 
1 bleſs. his great Name, whom I ſerve in the Spi- 
rit, if it came to voting amongſt Angels and Men, 
how excellent and ſweet Chriſt is, even in his 
Reproaches and in his Croſs, I cannot but vote, 
10 all, that is in Him, both Croſs and Crown, 
Kiſſes and Glooms, Embracements and Frown- 
ings. are ſweet and glorious, Gon ſend me no 
more Happineſs in Heaven, or out of Heaven, but 
Chrift i Per J find this World, when I have 
looked upon it on both Sides, within and — 
and when I have ſeen even the Laughing Side 
it, to be but a Fool's Idol, a Cla "Prion : Lok, 
let it not be the Neſt that my Hos buildeth 1. 
Ihave now Cauſe to judge my Part of this Earth 
not worth a Blaſt of Smoke, or a Mouthful of bo 
Brown-bread. I wiſh my Hope may take a Run- »o 
ning-leap, and ſkip over Time's Pleafures, this 10 
vain Earth, and reſt upon my Lonxp. Oh how 
grow! is our Night-Darkneſs in this Wilderneſs'! 
have any Conceit at all of this World, is, 2s 
a Man would cloſe his handful of Water, and 
holding his Hand in the River, ſay, all the Wa- 
ter of the Flood is his, as if it were indeed all 
within the Compaſs of 14 Hand: Who would 
2 not 
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not laugh at the Thoughts of ſuch a crack Brain? 
Verily they have but an handful of Water, and 
are but like a Child claſping his two Hands about 
a Shadow, who idolize any created Hope, but 
Gop. 1 now put the Price of a Dream, or Fa- 
ble, upon all T hings, but Gop; and that deſira- 
ble One, my Lerd Jeſus. Let all the World be 
nothing (for nothing was hes and Mother) 
and let Gop be all Things. Iy very dear Bro- 
ther, know, ye are as near Heaven, as ye are far 
from yourſelf, and far from the Love of a be- 
witching World: For this World, in its Gain 
and Glory, is but the great and notable common 
Whore, that all the Sons of Men have been in 
Luft -withal - theſe 5000 Years : The Children, 
they have begotten, are but Vanity, Dreams, Ima- 
ginations, and Night Thoughts: For there is no 
good Ground here, under- the Covering of Hea- 
ven, for Men and poor wearied Souls, to ſet 
down their Foot upon. Oh! He who is called 
Gon, that One whom they term Feſus Chrift, is 
worth the having indeed; even if I had given 
| my all without my Eye Holes, my Soul, and 
myſelf for Jesvs my Lord ! Oh let the Claim 
de cancelled, that the Creatures have to me ! Oh 
that He would claim poor me, my filly, light and 
worthleſs Soul! Oh that He would purſue his 
Claim to the utmoſt, and not want me! For it is 
my Pain to want Him. I ſee nothing in this Life, 
but Mires and Dreams, and beguiling Ditches, 
-and ill Ground for us to build upon. I am * 
perſuaded of Chr:;#'s Victory in Scotland, b 


« £ 


fear this Land be not ripe and white for Mercy. 

Oh that we could be awakened to Prayers and 

: Humiliation ! Then ſhould the Sun ſhine like ſe- 

| . ven Suns in the Heaven, then ſhould the Tem- 

ple of Cbriſi be builded upon the Mountain-T ops, 

and the Land from Coaſt to Coaſt ſhould be ol 
TTY {TY wi 
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with the Glory of the Loxp. Brother, your 
Hour- glaſs will quickly paſs ; and therefore take 
Order with Matters betwixt you and Chrift, be- 
fore it come to open Pleading: There are no 
Quarters to be had of Chriſt, in open Judgment. 
know, ye ſee your Thread wearing ſhort; and 
therefore looſe not Time. Remember me, his 


Priſoner, that it would pleaſe the Lord to bring 


me again amongſt you with Abundance of the 
Goſpel, Grace, Grace be with you. 8 


4 ** - 


Aberdeen, 1637. 
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FNXRACE, Mercy and Peace be to your Lady+ 
AF ſhip. I long to hear from you, and that 
dear Child; and for that Cauſe I trouble you with 
Letters. 1 think the Sparrows and the Swallows, 
that build their Neſts in Antwotb, bleſſed Birds. The 
Loxp hath made all my Congregation deſolate, 
Alas, I am oft at this, Shew me wherefore Thou con- 
tendeſb tuith n. Oh Earth, Earth, cover not the 


Violence done to me. I know it is my faithleſs 


Jealouſy in this' my dark Night, to take a Friend 
for a Foe; I chide with Him, but He giveth me 
fair Words; ſeeing my Sins and the Sins A mY 
. a | P 3 ” | 
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Youth deſerved Strokes, how I am obliged to my 
EorD, who amongſt many Croſſes hath given me 
z choſen Croſs, to ſuffer for the Name of my Lord 
es Since I muſt have Chains, he would put 

golden Chains on me, watered with many Con- 
folations. My Croſſes come through Mercy and 
Love's Fingers, from the kind Heart of a Bro- 


ther, ChRIsT my LorD; and therefore they 


Muſt be ſweet. Oh what am I ! fuch a Lump, 
ſuch a rotten Mafs of Sin, to be counted worthy 
to be ſtricken with the beſt and moſt honourable 
Rod in my Father's - Houſe, the golden Rod, 
wherewith my eldeſt Brother the Lokp, Heir of 
the Inheritance, and his faithful Witneſſes were 
ftricken. I ſhould be thankful and rejoice ; but 
my Bcholders and Lovers in Chri have Eyes of 
Fleſh, and have made my one to be ten; and! 
am ſomebody. in their Books: There are Armies 
# Thoughts within me, ſaying the contrary, and 
laughing at their wide Miſtake, If my Inner- 
fide were ſeen, I ſhould lobſe and forfeit Love 
and Reſpect, Pity would come in the Place of 
theſe. Oh if they would yet ſet me lower, and 
my well-beloved Chriſt higher! I would have 
had Grace to be glad and cheerful, that GoÞ's 
Glory might ride and openly triumph before the 
View of Men, Angels, Devils, Earth, Heaven, 
Hell, Sun, _— . all God's 2 
on my Pain and Sufferings; providing alwa 
fate lb the Loxkp's Diſpleafure. But 1 fear his 
fair Glory be foiled in coming through ſuch a foul 
Creature as I am. If I could be the finleſs Mat- 
ter of glorifying Chriſt, howbeit to my Loſs, 


Pain, Sufferings, and Extremity of Wretched-_ 


neſs, how would my Soul rejoice ? But I am far, 
far from this : He knoweth, his Love hath made 
me a Priſoner, and bound me Hand and Foot; 

but it is my Pain 'that I cannot — 


reges „ee 
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and a looſed Heart to do Service to my Lord Jeſus, 
and to ſpeak his Love. I confeſs, I have neither 
Tongue nor Pen to do it, Chriſ's Love: is 
more than my Praiſes, and above the Thoughts 
of the Angel Gabriel, . and all the mighty Hoſts 
that ſtand before the Throne of Gov. think 
Shame, that my foul Tongue and polluted Heart, 
ſhould come in to help others to ſing Praiſes of 
Chriſt; all I now do, is to wiſh the Choir to 
ga t rong, and to grow in the extolling of Chriſi. 
o, wo is me, for my Guiltineſs, ſeen to few; 

my hidden Wounds, till bleeding within me, are 
before the Eyes of no Man; but if my Tord 
Jeſus were not ſtill bathing, waſhing, balming, 

ealing and binding them up, they would break 
out to my Shame. I know not what will be the 
End of my Suffering; I have but ſeen the one 
Side of my Crofs; what will be the other Side, 
He knoweth, who hath his Fire in Zion. Let Him 
lead me, if it were through Hell. I thank my 
Lokb, my waiting to ſee what more Chri/t will 
do to me, is my Joy. Oh if my Eaſe, Joy, 
Pleaſure for evermore, were laid in Pledge to buy 
Praiſes to Chriſt / But I am far from this. It is 
eaſy. ſor a poor Soul, in the deep Debt of. Chri/f's 
Love, to feed upon broad Wiſnes that Chrift ma 
be honoured ; but in Performance I am f 
mo I have nothing, nothing, to give 8515 
but Poverty. I would be glad to hear that Chriſi's 
Claim to you were ſtill the more, and that you 
were ſtill going forward, and that you were nearer 
Him. I do not honour Chriſt myſelf, but I wiſh 
all others did. Iam ſomewhat encouraged that your 
Ladyſhip/ is not dry and cold to Chriſt's Prifoner, 
as ſome! are: I hope it is put up in my Maſter's 
Account-Book.. I am not much grieved, that my 
jealous Huſpand break in Pieces my Idols, that 
either they dare not, or will not do 9 3Y 
WM: 5 | 


176 M.. Rutherfoord': 


Maſter necdeth not their Help, but they need to t 
to help him. Thus, recommending you toGop's A 
earch i ET - 
Your ' own, in Jeſus, 9 2 
| | \ 430 h 
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| LorpD, my Crown and my Joy in the Day 
of Chrift : Grace be to you, and Peace from Gop 
dur Father, and our LoxD Jeſus Chriff, I long 
exceedingly to know, if you follow on to kno\ 
the Lox D. My Day-Thoughts, and my Night- 
Thoughts, are of you; while ye ſleep, Iam afraid 
of your Souls, that they be off the Rock: Next to 
my Lorp Feſus, and this fallen Kirk, ye have the 
ateſt Share of my Sorrow, and alſo of my Joy; 
ye a — of 1 Fear, and 
daily Prayers of an oppre riſoner of Chrift. 
2 Len d Bend, for my high and lofty One, my 
* yal and princely Maſter, fo I am in Bonds for 
you: For I ſhould have flept in my warm Neſt, 
and kept the fat World in my Arms, and the Cords 
'of my Tabernacle ſhould have been faſtned more 
:Rrongly, if I ſhould have been drawn on to cauſe 
N | to 
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to drink foul and muddy Waters: But truly the 
Almighty was a Terror to me, and his Fear made 
me afraid, O my Lorp, judge if my Minittry 


be not dear to me, but not ſo dear by many De- 


grees as Chrift Feſus my Lor D: Gop knoweth the 
heavy and fad Sabbaths I have had: Since-I 


laid down at my Maſter's Feet my two Shepherds 


Staves, I have been often ſay ing, as it is written, 
Lam. iii. 52, 53. Ay Enemies chaſed me ſore like @ 
Bird without Cauſe, they have cut off my Life in 
the Dungeon, and caſt a Stone upon me For, next 
to Chr iſi, J had but one Joy, the Apple of the Eye 
of my Delights, to: preach Chriſt y LorD, and 
they have violently. plucked that away from me; 
3 it was to me like the poor Man's one Eye, and 
they have put out that Eye, and quenched my 
Light in the Inheritance of the Lok; but my 
Eye is towards the Lox D. I know 1 ſhall fee the 
Salvation of Gop, and that my Hope ſhall: not al- 
ways be forgotten. And my Sorrow ſhall want 
nothing to compleat it, and to make me ſay, # bat 
availeth it me to live? If ye follow the Voice of a 
Stranger, of one that cometh into. the Sheepfold, 
not by Chrift. the Door, but climbeth up another 
Way.: If the Man build his Hay and Stubble upon 


the golden Foundation, Chriff Feſus, already laid 


among you, and ye follow him, I affure you, the 
Man's Work ſhall burn, and ye and he both ſhall 
be in Danger of everlaſtin Sn O if any 
Pain, any Sorrow, any that I can ſuffer for 
Chrift, and for you, were laid in Pledge to buy 
Ghri/'s Love to you, and that I could lay my 
deareſt Joys, next to Chriſt my LoRD, in the Gap 
betwixt you and eternal DeſtruQtion | O if I had 
Paper as broad as Heaven and Earth, and Ink as 
the Sea, and all the Rivers and Fountains of. the 
Earth, and were able to write the Love, the Worth, 
the Excellency, the Sweetneſs, and due Praiſes. of 
” our 
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our deareſt and faireſt Wel!-beloved; and then if ye 
could read and underſtand it! What could I want, 
i my Miniſtry among you ſhould make a Marriage 
between the little Bride in that Bounds, and the 
Bridegroom ? O how rich a Priſoner were I, if I 
could obtain of my Loxp (before whom I ſtand 
for you) the Salvation of you all! O what a Prey 
had I gotten, to have you catched in Chriſt's Net! 
My Witneſs is above, your Heaven would be two 
Heavens to me, and the Salvation of you all, as 
two Salvations to me: I would ſubſcribe a Suſpen- 
fion of my Heaven, for many hundred Years, (ac- 
cording to (30D's good Pleaſure) if ye were fure in 
the upper Lodging, in our Father's Houſe, before 
me. I eounſel you, beware of the new and ſtrange 
Heaven of Mens Salvations, beſide and againſt the 
Word of Gop ; ye ſee whither they lead you. 
Continue ſtill in the Doctrine, which ye have re- 
ceived : Ye heard of me the whole Counſel of Gop; 
take Chrift in his Rags and Loſſes, and as perſecuted 
by Men, and be content to ſigh, and pant up the 
Mountain, with Chris Croſs on your Back ; let 
me he-reputed-a falſe Prophet, if your Lord Jeſus 
hall not ftand by you, and maintain you, and 
maintain your Cauſe againſt your Enemies. I have 
heard (and my Soul is grieved for it) that, ſince my 
Departure from. you, many among you are turned 
back from the good — the Dog's Vomit 
again; let me ſpeak to theſe Men: It was not 
without Grup's ſpecial Direction, that the firſt Sen- 
tence that ever my Mouth uttered to you, was that 
of Jahn, Chap. ix. 39. And Jeſus ſaid, For Judę- 
ment came I into the World, that they which ſce not 
might ſee, and they which ſie might be made blind. It 
is poſſible, my firſt Meeting and yours may be, when 
we ſhall both ſtand before the dreadful Judge of the 
World : And in the Name and Authority of the 
Son of Gon, my great King and Maſter, I * 


- 
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by thele Preſents, Summons to theſe Men, I arteſt 
their Souls and Bodies to the Day of our Appear- 


ance; their eternal Damnation ſtands ſubſeribed, 
and fealed in Heaven, by the Hand-writ of the 
great Judge of Quick and Dead; and I am ready 
to ſtand up, as a preaching Witneſs againſtſuch to 
their Face, that Day, and to ſay Amen to theit 
Condemnation, except they repent: The Venges 
ance of the Goſpel is heavier, nor the Vengeance 
of the Law; — — —— and Ven- 
e is twice Vengeance, and that Vengeance is 
97 Portion of 40 ſuch Men; and 3 leave 
them, as dound Men, while they repent and a- 
mend. You were Witneſſes, how the Lord's 
Day was ſpent, while I was among you: Ofacri- 
legious Robber of Gop's Day, what wilt thou an- 
ſwer the Almighty, when He ſeeketh ſo many dab - 
baths back again from thee ? What will the Curſer, 
Swearer, and Blaſphemer do, when his Tongue 
ſhall be rofted in that broad and burning Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone? And what will the Drunkard 
do, when Tongue, Lights, and Liver, Bones and 
all, ſhall boil and fry in a torturing Fire? For he 
ſhall be far from his Barrels of ſtrong Drink then, 
and there is not a cold Well of Water for him in 
Hell, What ſhall be the Caſe of the Wretch, the 
covetous Man, the Oppreflor, the Deceiver, the 
Earth-worm, who can never get his Wombful of 
Clay, when, in the Day of Chris, Gold and Silver 
muſt lie burnt in Afhes, and he muſt appear and 
anſwer his Judge, and quit his claiey and naughty 
Heaven? Wo, wo for evermore, be to the Time- 
turning Atheift, that hath one God and one Reli- 
non for Summer, and another God and another Re- 
gion for Winter; who hath a "Conſcience for 
every Fair and Market, and the Soul of him run- 
neth upon theſe oiled Wheels, Time, Cuſtom, the 
World, and command of Men: O if the ns 
; an 
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and flceping Man, who lays down his Head opon }f ;, 
Time's Boſom, and giveth his Conſcience to a He- N 
ty, and fleepeth fo while the Smoke of Hell-Fire . 

y up in his Throat, and cauſe him ſtart out of his 
doleful Bed! O if ſuch a Man would awake! Many 
Woes are for the over-gilded, and gold-plaijicred Ml .,, 
Hypecrite ; a heavy Doom is for the Liar and white. 85 
tongued Flatterer 3 and the flying Hook of God's an. 
fearful Vengeance, twenty Cubits long, and ten If ro 
Cubits broad, that goeth out from the Face of 
God, ſh.ll enter into the Houſe of, and upon 
the Soul of him that ſtealeth, and  ſweareth 
falſly by God's Name. I denounce eternal Burn- 
ing, hotter than Sadam's Flames, upon the Men 
that boil in filthy Luſts of Fornication, Adultery, 
Inceſt, and the like Wickedneſs; no Room, no, 
not a Foot broad for ſuch vile Dogs, within the 
8. Many of you put off all with 
this, Gop forgive us, toe bnow no better : | renew 
my old Anſwer, 2 The. i. 7, 8. theJudge is coming 
in flaming Fire, with all his mighty Angels, to render 
Vengeance to all thoſe that know not Gop. | have 
often told you, Security ſhall lay you: All Men 
ſay they have Faith; all believe; every foul Dog 
is clean enough, and good enough for the new 
Feruſalem above. Every Man hath Converſion, 
and the New Birth; but they had never .a fic 
Night for Sin; Converſion. came to them in 2 
Night-Dream : In a Word, Hell will be empty 
at the — 5a Judgment, and Heaven full. Alas 
it is neither eaſy nor ordinary, to believe and to 
be ſaved: Many muſt ſtand inthe End at Heaven“ 
Gates; when they go to take out their Faith, 
they take out a fair Nothing. O lamentable Di 
intment I I pray you, I charge you in the 
Name of Chri/t, make faſt Work of Chriſt andi 
Salvation. know there are ſome Believe 
"among you; and I write to you, O poor 0er 

2 carte 


hearted Believers : All the Comforts of Chriſt in the 


New and Old Teſtament are yours. O what a 


Father and Huſband you have] O if I had Pen and 


Ink to write of Him! Let Heaven and Earth be 
conſolidate in maſſy and pure Gold, it will not 
weigh the thouſandth Part of Chris Love to a 
Soul, even to me a poor Priſoner; O that is a maſſy 
and marvellous Love! Men and Angels, unite your 


Force and a in one; ye ſhall not heave nor 


poiſe it off the Ground. Ten thouſand thouſand 


Worlds, as many Worlds as Angels can number, 
and then as a new World of N r can multiply, 


would not all be the Balk of a Balance to weigh 
Chriſt's Excellency, Sweetneſs, and Love. I won- 


der that Men bide off Chri/? ; I would efteem my- 


ſelf bleſſed, if I could . all the World, that 
ae living upon the Earth, Few and Gentile, and all 


that ſhall be born to the blowing of the laſt 'T'rum-. 
pet, to flock round about Chri/t, and to ſtand loox- 
ing, wondring, admiring, and adoring his Beauty 


and Sweetneſs ; for his Fire is hotter than any other 
Fire, his Love | ſweeter than common Love, his 
Beauty ſurpaſſeth all other Beauty. O if ye would 
fall in Love with Him ! How bleſſed were I, how 


gad would-my Soul be, to help you to love Him? 


But moogh us all we could not love Him engugh 7 
He is the Son of the Father's Love, and God's De- 


light, the: Father's Love lieth all upon Him! Invite 
Him, and take Him home to your. Houſes, in the 
Exerciſe of Prayer Morning and Evening, as 1 


ten. deſired you; eſpecially now, let Him not 


rant Lodging in your Houſes, nor lye in the Fields, 


ven He is ſhut out of Pulpits. If ye will be con- 
ent to take Heaven by Violence, and the Wind on 


your Face for * and his Croſs; I am here one, 
rial of Chriſt's Croſs; I can ſay, 


ho have ſome 
at Chriſt was ever kind to me, but He overcometh 
imſelf (if I may ſpeak ſo) in Kindneſs, whil 
Vol. VIII. ” ſuffer 


— 
a 


L #TTERE mo 


*, 8 


= 


182 Mr. Rutherfoord's 


ſoſfer for Him. I give you my, Word for it, Chris 
Croſs is not ſo evil as they call it; it is ſweet, light, 
and comfortable: 1 Souls not want the Viſitations 
of Love, and my Lorv's delightſome Smiles, under 
my Sufferings for Him, for a Mountain of fine 
Gold, nor for all the Honours, Court, and Gran- 
deur of Velvet-Kirk-men. Chrift hath the Heazt 
of my Love; I am my Beloved"s, and my Welbel:ved 
is mine. O that ye were all faſt to Chriſt O my 
dearly Beloved in the LoxD, I would I coul 
change my Voice, and had a Tongue tuned with 
the Hand-of ra LorD, and had the Art of ſpcak- 
ing of Chr:ft, that I might paint out unto you, the 
Highneſs, and Greatneſs, and Excellency, of that 
' faireſt Bridegroom ! I beſeech you by the Mercies 
uf the Loznp, by the Sighs, Tears, and Heart- 
Blood of our Lerd Fefus, by the Salvation of your 
poor and precious Souls; ſet up the Mountain, that 
ye and I may meet before the Lamb's Throne, a- 
—— Lo ion of the Firſt-born. Loxp 
grant, that ye and 1 may put up our Hands toge- 
ther; and. pluck and eat the Apples of the Tree of 
Life, and may feaft together, and drink of that 
pure River of the Water of Life, that cometh out 
tram under the Throne of Gop, and from the 
Lamb. O how fittle is your Hand-breadth of Days 
mon e. 1 is leſs than ie Fo and 
_ T1 parted; my, ity.3s-coming, poſting on 
witch Wings; then ſhall cvery Man's Blacks 15 
Whites be brought to Light. O how low will your 
Thoughts be of this fair-ſkinned, but beart-ratten 
Apple, the vain, vain World, hen the Worms 
Aal make their Houſes in your Eye-holcs, and 
ſhall cat off the Fleſh from the Ball of your Checks, 
and ſhall make that Body a Number of dry Bones? 
Think not the common Gate of ſerving Gon, 4. 
| Neighbour and others do, will bring you to Hea- 
ven; few few-arc ſaved ; The Devil's Court is 


thick, 
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thick, he hath the greateſt Number of Mankind for 
his Vaſſals. I know, this World is a great Foreſt 
of Thorns in your Way to Heaven; but you muſt 
through it. 1 yourſelves with the Lok, 
hold faſt Chri, hear his Voice only, bleſs his 
Name, ſanctify and keep his Day; keep the new 
Commandment, Love one another; let the holy Spi- 
'rit dwell in your Bodies, and be clean and holy; 
love not the World, lie not, love and follow Truth; 
learn to know Gop;+keep in mind what I taughs 
vou, for Gop will ſeek an Account of it when I am 
far from you: Abſtain from all Evil, and all Appear- 
' ance of Evil; follow Good carefully, and ſeek Peace 
and follow after it; honour your King, and pray for 
him; remember me toGop in your Prayers, Ido not 
forget you. I told you often while I was with you, 
and now I write it again, heavy, fad, and fore 
is that Stroke of the Lonp's Wrath, that is com- 
ing upon Scotland; wo, wo, wo to this Harlot- 
land, for they ſhall take the Cup of Gop's Wrath 
from his Hind, and drink, and fall, and not riſe 
1 again. la, with Speed, to your ſtrong Hold, ye 
" Priſoners of Hope, and hide you there, while t 
Anger of the Lon p paſs, Follow not the Paſtors 
ol this Land, for the Sun is gone down upon them; 
as the Lord liveth, they lead you from Chrift, and 
. from the good Wag; Yet the Lord will keep 
the holy City, and make this withered Kirk to bud 
At 210 f e a Roſe, and a Field bleſſed of the Lokp. 
_ The Grace of the Lox Dd 7e Cbriſt be with you 
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all. The Prayers and Blefling of a Priſoner of it 
2.4 ri/t, in Bonds for Him, and for you, be with 1 


Aerdten, July 14, and loving Paflor, 
„ 5 Wy 
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Mr. JAMES FLEMINO. ik 


Sr br 


TAs Me and Peace be to you. I can- 
. but te Airy unto Jou, my. dear Brother, 
5 1 Spee I find in our Maſter's Croſs; but, 
"alas! What can bt Re do of ſuffer for Him? If 
had as ma Lives, as there have been Drops of 
"Rain fi Fwy ® Creation, I would think them too 
tie for our Well- beloved; but my Sorrow is chat 
I hnd not Ways | to ſet out the Praiſes of his Love 
to, othets.: 'T am, not able, by Tongu Pen, or 
Suſferings, to provoke many to fall in Love with 
D but He Knoweth, whom T love to ſerve in 
the Spirit, Int T would do and füffer by his 
Strength, ſo I might make my Loxp Jesvslovdy 
to many Thouſands in this Land. think it a- 
mongſt Gop's Wonders, that He will take 175 
Praiſe or Glory „from ſuch a forlorn Sinner as 

am: But when Chrif worketh, He needeth not aſc 
the Queſtion, by whom He will be glorious; | 
know, ſeeing. his Glory at the Beginning did 
thine out of nothing, to ſet up ſuch a fair Hou 
for Men and Angels, and ſo many glorious Crea- 
tures, to proclaim his Goodneſs, Power and Wiſ- 
dom, If I were burned to Aſhes, out of the Smoke 
of my diſſolved Body He could raiſe Glory to Him- 
ſelf : His Glory. is his End; Oh that I could join 7 
with Him, to make it my End! I would think 15 


chat Fellowſhip with Him f ſweet and glorious. . in 
alas, | 


r o — 


are as 


But for my 
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alas, few know the guiltineſs that is on my Part; 
it is a Wonder that this good Cauſe hath not 
been marred in my foul Hands: But I rejoice in 


this, that my Lord Jesvs hath found a ready 
Market for his free Grace, and matchleſs Mercy, 
in my Wants : Only my loathfome Wretchednef, 


and Wants, have qualified me for Chriſt, and the 


Riches. of his glorious Grace. One Thing I 
know, we ſhall not all be able to come near his 
Excellency with Eye, Heart or Tongue ; for He is 
above all created T houghts : 4/1 Nations before Him 
are as nothing, and leſt than nothing ; He ſitteth in the 
Circuit 4 Heaven, and the Inhabitants of the Earth 

245 8 before Him. O that Men would 
praiſe Him ! I never find myſelf nearer Chriſt than 
after a great Weight and ſenſe of Deadneſfs, and 
Graceleſſneſs: I think the Senſe of our Wants, 


when withal we have a Reſtleſſneſs, and a Sort of 


ſpiritual Tmpatience under them, is that which 
maketh an open Door to Chrift; and when we 
think we are going backward, becauſe we feel 
Deadneſe, we are going forward: For the more 
Senſe, the more Eife ; and no Senſe argueth no 
Life. There is no ſweeter Fellowſhip with Chri/t 
than to = our Wounds and our Sores to Him. 

elf, I am aſhamed of Chri/fs Good- 
neſs ſince the Time of my Bonds; for He hath 


give Viſitations of Love, and Accefs to Himſelf, 


in this ſtrange Land. I would think'a Fill of his 


Love, young and green Heaven; and when He is 
pleafed to come, and the Tide ais in, and the Sea 
full, and the King and a poor Prifoner together in 
the Houſe of Wine, the black Tee of the Crofs 
is not fo heavy as a Feather. I cannot, but give 
Cbriſt an honourable Teſtimony: I ſee the LORD 
can ride through his Enemies Bands, and triumph 


in the Sufferings of his own ; and that this blind 


Q 3 World 


1 „ to open new Treaſures of Love, and 
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World ſeeth not that Suffering is Chriſt's Armour, 
_ wherein He is victorious: And they that contend 
with Zion, ſee not what He is doing, when they are 
ſet to Work, as Underſmiths and Servants, to the 
Work of refining the Saints, and their Office in 
Gop's Houſe is to ſcour and cleanſe Veſſels for 
the King's Table. I marvel not to ſee them triumph, 


and fit at Eaſe in Zion; our Father muſt lay up his 
Rods, and keep them carefully for his own Uſe: 


Our LoRp cannot want Fire in his Houſe ; his 
Furnace is in Zion, and his Fire in Jeruſalem : But 
little know the Adverſaries, the Counſel, and the 
"Thoughts of the LoRD. For your Complaints of 
our Miniſtry, I now think all I did too little: 
Plainneſs, Freedom, Watchfulneſs, Fidelity, ſhall 
ſwell upon you, in exceeding large Comforts, in 
your Sufferings : The Feeding of Chri/fs Lambs 
in private Viſitations and e painful 
Preaching, in fair 3 and free Warning of 
the Flock, is a Sufferer's 
Times bleſſed are they, who are honoured of Chrift 
to be faithful and painful in wooing a Bride to 
Chrift ! My dear Brother, I know ye think more 
on this than I can; and I rejoice that your Purpoſe 
is, in the Loxp's Strength, to come out, and call 
ourſelf Chriſ's Man, when ſo many are deny ing 
im, as fearing that Chri/t cannot do for Himſelf 
and them. I am a loſt Man for ever, or this is the 
Way to Salvation, even this Way that they call 
Hereſy, that Men now do mock and ſcoff at. I 
am confirmed. now, that Chrift will accept of his 
Servants Sufferings as good Service to Him at the 
Day of his Appearance. Our Maſter is not far off: 
Ob if he could wait on, and be faithful! The ten- 
der Favour and Love, of our Lox D Jesus CHRIST 
be with you. Help me with your Prayers 3 ow 


* * 
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deſire, from my other Brethren, to take Courage 
for their Waner, © e e eee ee eee 
8 8 ' Yours in his ſweet Lox p Jzsvs, 
Aberdeen, Aug. 
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TO THE, 


VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. 
MEA neg © e e 

RACE, Mercy and Peace be to your Ledy/bip. 

- Gop be thanked, ye are yet in Poſſeſſion of 

Chrift, and that ſweet Child. I pray Gop, the i 

farmer may be a ſure Heritage, and the latter a Loan I 

for your Comfort, while ye do good to his poor af- 1 


flicted, ruithered Mount Sion And who knoweth 
but our Lonxp hath Comforts laid up in Store for 


ber and you ? Long ſince, ye were half challengi 

Death's cold Kindneſs, N ſo ſlow to IN 

and looſe a tired Priſoner : But ye ſtand in Need of 8 
all the Croſſes, Loſſes, Changes, and fad Hearts 1 
that befel you ſince that Time: Chriſt knoweth the 9 
Body of Sin unſubdued will take them all and I 
more: We know that Paul had need of the Devil's 2 
Service to buffet him, and far more we. But, ) "12 
dear, and honourable Lady, ſpend your Sand-Glaſs 1 
well: Your Croſſes will but convoy you to Haa- 1 


ven's Gates ; in can they not go, the Gates ſhall b 

cloſed on them, when you ſhall be admitted to'the 

Throne, Time ſtandeth not ſtill, Eternity is hard | 
. Ther C- [ 


at our Door, Oh what is laid up for you 


34 fore 
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fore harden your Face againſt the Wind; and the 
Lamb your Huſband is making ready for you, the 
Bridegroom would ſain have that Day, as gladly a; 
you would wiſh to have it ; he hath not forgotten 
ou. I have heard a Rumour of the Purpoſe to 

| baniſh me; but let it come, if Gon ſo will; the 
other Side of the Sea is my Father's Ground, as 
well as this Side: I ſhall remit it over to Chr}, 
What I ſhall do in this Caſe: I know certainly 
my Lord Jesvs will not mar nor ſpill my Suffer- 
ings, He hath Uſe for them in. his Houſe. O what 
it worketh on me, to remember that a Stranger 
| ſhall build Hay and Stubble upon the golden Foun- 
dation I laid ' amongſt that People at Anwith / 
But I know Providence looketh ſtraight out, and 
through all Men's Darkneſs : O that I could wait 
upon the Lox p! I had but one Eye, one Joy, one 
Delight, even to preach Ori; and my Mother's 
' Sons were argry at me, and have put out the poc 
Man's one Eye, and what have I behind? I an 
fare this four World hath loſt my Heart deſervedly, 
but oh that there were a Days-man to lay his Hand 
upon us both, and determine upon my Part of it! 
Alas, that innocent and lovely Truth ſhould be fold! 
My Tears are little worth, but yet for this Thing 
- "Tweep, that my fair and lovely Loxb Fes us ſhould be 
unknown in his own Houſe ! It reckoncth little of 
ive hundred the like of me. The Priſoner's Blef- 
"ings, the Good-will, and long-faſting Kindneſs, 
with'the Comforts of the very Gon of Peace, de 
to your Ladyſhip, and to your ſweet Child : Grace, 


Grace be with you. 
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am ſure, When you, aye, this 12 55 2 and 


de art Hence, and take. Shi ippin a 
for Ergee, which i IS the y 1 * 13 2 to 
Took over your Sbouldes then, to that which ye 
for Cbriſt, your 

Accounts ſhall more ſweetl) {ſmile upon you than 
. Wa ou, had two 7 orlds of Gold to — to Nr. 


hate done, ſpoken, and ſuffered, 


oſterity. 0 my dear Tord. conſider that our 
oo, Eternity, Judgment, and the laſt Reckoning, 
ll be upon us in the twinkling of an Eye: The 
at of the laſt Trumpet, now hard at Hand, will 
ainſt Chre/f 
y one . 
ing in the Clouds, that Time ſhall be no more, and 


that Kings of Clay ſhall be no more; and Priſons, 


Confinements, Forfcitures of Nobles, Hazard, of 


Lands, Houſes, and Name for Chri/t, ſhall be no 


more! This World's ate of Time is drawn 
now 


74 # 
wy * 
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now to leſs than half an Inch, and to the Point of 
. the Evcuing of the Day of this old and gray- har 
World; and therefore be fixed and faſt for Ch iſ, 

and his Truth for a Time; and fear not him, 

whoſe Life goeth out at his Noſtrils, who ſhall di 


228 8 2 


. as a Mau. Loſſes for Chrift are but our Good i 
. 1 Bank in Chri/f's Hand. Kings te + 
ime's Idols; but a Sight of our inviſible Kins MW 
ſhall decty and darken #4! the Glory of this World, © " 
At the Day of Chrif, Truth ſhall be Truth, and 7 


not Treaſon: Mas it is pitiful, that Silence, and be 
© to caſt a Covering over 2 good Profeſſion (23 if it WM 
_ Vluthed' at Eight} is thought à fore Way through 
- this Life: Nut the ſafeſt Way Jam perſuaded, is to 
ſuffer with Cr, and” to hazard fairly for Him; 
for Heaven is but a Company of noble Ventuters 
for Criſt. Chriſt tall grow green and bloſom asthe 
Roſe of Sharan yet in Scotland; howbeit now his Leaf 
- ſeemeth to wither, aud his Root to dry up. Your 
noble Anceſtors have been enrolled amongſt the 
porn. of this Nation, ＋ 1 fure . riends . 
Bridegroom, and valiant for Chr;/? : I hope ye wi 
follow on, to come to the "16,0 1 1 fame 
Tonxp: It ſhall be your Glory, and the ſure Foun- 
dation of your Houſe, (now when Houſes are tumb- 
ung down, ' aud Birds building their Neſts, and 
Thorns and Btiers growing up, where Nobles did 
ſpread a Table) if yen engage your Eſtate and No. 
© bility for this noble King Jesvs ; all the World 
hall fall before Him, 'and (as God liveth) _ 
Arm lifted up to take the Crown off his royal Head, 
half be broken from the Shoulder · blade: Th: 
Eyes that behold Crit weep in Sackcloth, and 
* wallow in his Blood, and will not help, even 
theſe Eyes ſhall rot away in their Eye-holes.. 0 
if ye, and the Nobles of this Land, ſaw the Beau. 
ty of that World's Wonder, Jtsvs our King! Ol 
what would Men count of Clay-Eſtates, of Time. 
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pariſon of that faireſt of God's Creation, the 822 
of the Father's Delights ! I have but ſmall Exper 


ence of Suffering 25 Him; but let my ken bus 
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eaten Life, of Moth-caten worldl ly Glory, in Com- 


+44 


Wuneß in Heaven lay my Soul in the Balance f 


lee if I find not a young Heaven, and a little 
11 10 


of en omforts here bencath the 


i 1 in ſuffering for Him and his Truth. Oh! 


it 45 my Sorrow, my daily Pain, that Men will not $ 


come and ſee; I wauld be aſhamed to believe, that 


it ſhould be poſſible for any Soul to think he ould 


be a Laſer for Chrift, 2 5 he ſhould lend Chriſe 


5 your Soul take Courage to come under his Banner, 
ta appear 28 4 Soldier or Him; and the Prayers 


of the . Priſeners of Hape wt be with you. To | 
his ſaving Grace I recommend your Lordlhip and- 
* 3 e am 1 Cbriſi 352823 and 
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eee Your Lirdbid's: ſhoe wo 
e w feen rege. rehab. 
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Ay: Lord B oY D. 
. 


I RAck, Mercy and peace be to yu. "Yom: 
f glad tohear That you jn the a, of your 
ſhort Bay, mind Chri/t ; and that you. | 


ove- the 
"Honour 


ar Lord, 


os Lordſhip. of Lindſay, or ſome 5725 cat world- 
ly Eſtate. Ly Los ky worthy 45 de ä 
35 your Face againſt the Oppoſites ' of Ts ESUS, and 
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Honour of his Kingdom. I beſeech your Lord- 
ſhip, 1 now to frame your Love, and to caſt | 
it in no Mould but one, that it may be for Chrift 4 
only; for when your Love is now in the framing, | 
it will take beſt with Chriſt If any other chan 58. | 
ſus get it when it is green and young, Cbriſi will | 
be an uncouth and ſtrange World to you. Pro- 
miſe the Lodging of your Soul firſt to Chrift, and 
ſtand by your firſt Covenant. It is eaſy to maſter 
an Arrow, and to ſet it right ere the String be 
drawn ; but when once it is ſhot, and the Flight 
begun, then ye have no Power at all to command 
it: It were à bleſſed Thing, if your Love could 
now level at Chr:i/?, that fair Face were the Mark 
e ſhot at; for, when your Love is looſed, and in 
its Motion to fetch home an Idol, ye ſhall not then 
have Power to call home the Arrow; and ye ſhall 
hardly give Chi, what ye ſcarcely have yourſelf. 
I ſpeak not this, as if Youth itſelf could fetch Hea - 
ven and Crit: Believe it, m Lord, it is hardly 
credible, what a Neſt of dangerous Temptations 
Youth is; how inconſiderate, fooliſh, proud, vain, .. 
heady, rafh, obne. and careleſs of Gop, this 
Piece of your Life is; ſo that the Devil findeth in 
that Age a garniſhed and ſwept Houſe for himſelf, 
and ſeven Devils worſe than himſelf: For then Af- 
fections are loſty and ſtirring; then the old Man 
hath much Will and little Wit, and Hands, Feet, 
and wanton Eyes, profane Ears, as his Servants, 
and as a Sg Officers at Command, to come 
and go at his Will. And therefore, O what a ſweet 
Couple areYouth and Grace, Chrift and a young Man ! 
This is a Meeting not to be found in every Town. 
None, who n been, a Blink, can bring back to 
our Lordſhip a Report anſwerable to his Worth: 
For Chrift cannot be commended according to his 
Worth: Come and ſee, is the moſt faithful Meſſen- 
ger to ſpeak of Him; little Peſuaſion would prevail 
6 where 


where this were. It is impoſſible, in the ſetting 
out of Chriſt's Love, to paſs over Truth's Line: 
"The Diſcourſes of Angels, would for ever be on the 
nether Side of Truth. The infiniteneſs, the bound- 
leſsneſs of that incomparable Excellency that is in 
Jeſs is a great Word. Gop ſend me, if it were 
ut the Relicks and Leavings of his matchleſs Love; 
and, ſuppoſe I never got another Heaven (provid- 
ing this. bleſſed Fire were ever burning) I could not 
but be happy for ever. O what Glory were it to 
lend your Honour to Chriſt, and to his Feruſalem / 
Ye are one of Zion's born Sons; your Parents 
would venture you upon Chr:iff's Errands: Phere- 
fore I beſeech you by the Mercies of Gop, by the 
Death and Wounds of Joſus, by the Hope of your 
glorious Inheritance, and by the Comfort and Hope 
of the joyful Preſence ye would have when ye arc 
putting your Foot in the dark Grave, take Cou- 
rage for Chris Truth, and the Honour of his 
free Kingdom; for, howbeit ye be a young Flow- 
er, and green before the Sun, ye know not how 
ſoon Death will cauſe you to cat your Bloom, and 
wither Root and Branch and Leaves: And therefore 
write up what ye have to do for Chriſt, and make 
a Treaſure of good Works, and begin in Time. 
It goeth now under the Name of i ſdom, for Men 
to caſt their Cloak over Chrift, and their Profeſſion, 
as if Chriſt were ſtolen Goods, and durſt not be a- 
vouched. But it is true Honour and Glory, to be 
the faſt Friends of the Bridegroom, and to own 
ChrijPs bleeding Head, and his forſaken Cauſe ; 
and to contend legally, and in the Wiſdom of Gon, 
for our ſweet LoRx D JESUS. To his rich Grace 
and ſweet Preſence, and the everlaſting Conſolati- 
on of the Comforter, I recommend your Lord/hip, 
and am Your Lerdſbip's in his fweet Lord Jeſus, 
Aberd, Sept. 7, 1637. | 8. R. 
Vor- XXVIII TE 8 To 
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The Laird GAITOGIRT H. 


Auch honoured Sir, 


Rack, Mercy and Peace be to you. I can 
do no more — thank you in Paper, and 
remember you to him whom I ſerve, for your 
Kindneſs and Care of a Priſoner. I bleſs the 
Loxp, the Cauſe I ſuffer for needeth not to bluſh 
before Kings: Chris white, honeſt and fair 
Truth, needeth neither wax pale for Fear, nor 
bluſh for Shame. I bleſs the Loxp, who hath 
graced you to own Chri/t now, when ſo many are 
afraid to profeſs him. Alas that ſo many in theſe 
Days are cartied with the Times ! as if their Con- 
— rolled upon oiled Wheels, fo do they go any 
Way the Wind bloweth them. Sir, go on to:own 
Chr;/? and his oppreſſed Truth: The End of Suf- 
ferings for the Goſpel is Reſt and Gladneſs: Zighr 
and is ſown for the Mourners in Zion, and thc 
Harveſt (which is of Gop's making for Time and 
Manner) is near: Croſſes have Right to Chrift in 


his Members, till whole -w/{ical Gr be in Hes- 


ven. There will be Rain and Hail, and Storm, in 
the Saints Clouds, till Gop cleanſe with Fire thc 
Works of Creation, and till he burn the Houſe of 
Heaven and Earth, that Mens Sin hath ſubjectec 
- unto Vanity. They are bleſſed who ſuffer and din 
not, for ſuffering is the Badge that Chri/t hath put 
upon his F * Take 2 Way we can to 


Heaven 
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Heaven, the Way is hedged up with Croſſes, there 
is no Way but to break through them; Wit and 


Wiles will not find out a Way about the Croſs of 


C'rift, but we muſt through. One Thing by Ex- 
perience my LoRD hath taught me, that the Wa- 
ters betwixt this and Heaven may all be ridden 


if we be well-hors'd, I mean, if we be in Chri/t; 


and not one ſhall drown by the Way, but ſuch as 
love their own Deſttruction. Oh if we could wait 
on for a Time, and believe in the dark the Salva- 


tion of Gop ! At leaſt we are to believe good of 
Chriſt, till he give us the Slip (which is impoſſible} 
and to take his Word for Caution, that he ſhall fill 
up all the Blanks in his Promiſes, and give what we 


want: But to the Unbeliever Chri/7's Teſtament is 
white, blank, unwritten Paper. orthy and dear 
Sir, ſet your Face to Heaven, receive the Kin 
as a Child : Without this, he that knew the 
ſaid, there is no Entry in. O but Chr will be willi 
to lead a poor Sinner ! O what Love my poor 


hath found in him, in the Houſe of my Pilgrimage! 
Suppoſe -Love in Heaven and Earth were loſt, 1 


dare ſwear it may be found in Chrif., Now the 


very Gon of Peace eftabliſh-you, till the Day of 


the glorious Appearance of Chrift, 
wb ml 2 ad wieh Yours in Jesus,. 
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1 the Way the better, his holy Feet trod it 
defore you. I know ye have fad Hours, when the 
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T © 


D. Lady GAITGIRTH.. 


Much honoured and Chriſtian Lady, 


"Race, Mercy and Peace be to you. I lo 
to — Now it - — 


BSUS did ſweat and pant before he got up that 


ount ; he was at, Father ſave me, it was he who 


XXii. 14, ſaid, / am poured out like Water + 
my Bones are out of Joint, {Ohriſt was as if = 
had broken him upon the Wheel) my Heart is lil. 


a it is melted in the mid of my Bowels. ver. 15, 


My Strength is dricd up I te a Potfherd. I am ure, 


Comforter is hid under a Veil, and when the Seek - 
er miſſeth him whom the Soul loveth : But even 


his Unkindneſs is kind, his Abſence lovely, till 


God ſent Chr:i/t himſelf in his own ſweet Preſence. 
Make his Comforts your own, and be not ftrange 
and ſhamefaced with Chriſt. Free * beſt 
for him, it is his Liking. When your Winter 
Storms are over, the Summer of your Lord ſhall 
come: Your Sadneſs is with Child of Joy, he 
will do you Good in the latter End. Take no 
heavier Lift of your Children than your Loxp 
alloweth ; give them Room beſide your Heart, but 
not in the 77/4 of your Heart, where Chriſt ſhould 


be; 


h with you and your 
Children, I exhort you, not to faint in your Tour- 
ney: The Way is not ſo long to your Home, as 
it was, ye ſhall come ere long to be within your- 
Arm- length of the glorious Crown. Your Lozyd 
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for then they are your Idols: If your Loxp 
2 any of them home before the Storm come 
on, = it well ; the Owner of the Orchard may 
take down two or three Apples off his own Tree 
before Midſummer ; and it would not be ſeemly 
that his Servant, ſhould chide him for it: Let our 
LokD pluck his own Fruit at any Seaſon he pleaſ- 


eth; they are not loſt where our LoxD's beſt Jewels 
lie: They are all free Goods that are there, Death 


can have no Law to arreſt any Thing that is with- 


in the Walls of new Jeruſalem. 


Now the great Shepherd o 1 Sheep, and the very 
Go D of * Hh confirm and eflabliſh you to the Dey 
of the W of Chriſt ur LRD, 


Gat det . Yours an bis "ue Lord Tefer 
4 751637. | 3 8. R. 
(SEXSEESELSELSEESETOS 


1 0 
Jon FLEMMING 


Baillie of LEITER. 


: | Much honoured i an the Loa, . . 
"Race, Mercy and Peace be to you. I am ſtill 


in good Terms with Chri/t : However my 
Lozp's: Wind blow, I have the Advantage of a 
calm and ſunny Side of Chrift. Devils, and Hell, 
2nd Devils Servants, are all blown Blind, in pur- 
fuing the Loxp's little Bride: They Aal be as 4 
KI Night- 
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Night-drtam, who fight cyain/t Mount Zion. Wor- 
thy Sir, I hope ye take to Heart the Worth of your 
Calling. The Port is open for us: As faſt as Time 


weareth out, we flee away: Eternity is at our 


make Chr ſure for themſelves | Salvation is a 


great Errand, I find it hard to feteh Heaven. Oh 


that we could take Pains on our Lamps for the 
Bridegroom's Coming ! The other Side of this 
World will be turned up Incontinent, and up ſhall 
down ; and theſe that ate weeping in Sackcloth, 
ſhall triumph on white Horſes, with Him, whoſe 
Name is The Nerd if Gov. Theſe dying 
Idols, the fair Creatures, that we love better than 
our Creator, will paſs away like Snow-water. The 
God-head, the Godhead, a Communion with Gop 
in Chrift, to be Halvers with Chri/ of the pur- 
chaſed Inheritance in Heaven, ſhould be your Scope 
and Aim. For myſelf, when I lay my Accounts, 
O what weighing is in CH O Love, Love ſur- 


it ſeemeth to deal niggardly with me; I have 
little of it. O that I had Chris Hand, ſubſcribed 
by himſelf, for my Fill of it! What Garland have 
J, or what Crown, if I booked right on Things, 
but Jeſus? Oh there is no room in us, on this Side 
of the Water, for that Love! This narrow Earth, 
and theſe narrow Souls, can hold little of it. Glory 
would enlarge us that we might be able to compre- 


hend it, which yet is incomprehenſible. Grace be 


with you. P N 
2 © Yours in bis ſweet LoD Ju 
33 As one RS 1; 


paing in Jeſus / I have no Fault to that Love, but 
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| Mapan, 


| Rejoice in our Lord Feſus on your Behalf, 40 
it hath pleaſed Him to manifeſt the S of 
his Love in | Chriſt Feſas to your Soul, in the Reve- 
lation. of bis Will and Mind .to you, now, when 
ſo many are ſhut up in Unbelief. O the fweet 
Change you have made, in leaving the black King, 
om of this World and Sin, and coming over to 
our Bridegroom's new Kingdom, to know, and te 
be taken with the Love of the beautiful Son of Gop. 
I beſeech you, Madam, in the Loxp, make now 
ſure Work, and fee that the old Houfe be razed 
from the Foundation, and that the new Building 
of your Soul be of Chriſt's own lay ing; for then 
Wind and Storm ſhall neither looſe it, nor ſhake it 
aſunder. Many now take Chri/f by Gueſs: Be 
furethat it be He, and only He, whom-ye have met 
with, His ſweet Smell, his lovely Voice, his fair 
Face, his ſweet Working i in the Soul, will not lie; 
they will ſoon tell if it be Chri/t indeed: Therefore 
de ſure that ye take Chrift Himſelf, and take Him 
with his Father's Bleſſing. Your Lines are well 
fallen, jt could not have been better, nor ſo. well 
with you, if they had not fallen in theſe n 3 
eaven, or out of Heaven, chere is nothing 

nothing ſo excellent, as Chi i Finch Þ Joy may 

ye have of Him. But take 4 Cross with infer 
129 Ghri/! and his Croſs ate not 8 
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in this Life, howbeit Chriſt and his Croſs part at 
Heaven's Door, for there is no Room for Croſſes in 
Heaven: One Tear, one Sigh, one fad Heart, one 
Fear, one Loſs, or Thought of Trouble, cannot 
find Lodging there; they are but the Marks of our 
Lord Jeſus down in this ſtormy Country, on this 
Side of Sorrow and the Saints are not mar- 
ried together; or, ſuppoſe it were ſo, Heaven ſhalt 
make a Divorce. I find his ſweet Preſence eateth 
out the Bitterneſs of Sorrow and Suffering. T'think 
a ſweet. Thing, that Chri/?.-ſaith of my Croſs, 

LY -mine; and that He divideth theſe Sufferin 
me, and taketh the largeſt Share to Himſelf, 
— that I and my whole Crofs are holly Chriſt's, 
O what a. Portion is Chri/f/ O that the Saints 
would dig deeper in the Treaſures of his Wiſdom 
and Exce 28 Thus, recommending your Lady- 


ſhip, to the will and tender Mercies of our 

| Lozp, I reſt. 
n Wer Ladyſhip's: 
* 51637 


1 
S. R. 


ay 
. 
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MARGARET BALLANTINE. ; 


Auel, 4 


ACE, Mercy and Peace be unto yo: kt is 
more than Time that I ſhould have written 
wo you; but it is yet good Time, if I could help 
your Soul to mend your- Pace, and to- go more 

| ſwiftly 


LU N aw 
ſwiftly to your heavenly Country: For truly ye 
have A 4 make all Hate, 33 che Inch of 
your Day that remaineth will quickly flip away; 
for whether we ſleep or wake, our Glaſs runneth, 
the Tide bideth no Man. Beware of a Beguile in 
the Matter of your Salvation: Wo, wo for ever- 
mare to them that loſe that Prize: For what is be- 
hind, when the Soul is once loſt, but that Sinners 
warm their Clay-houſes at a Fire of their own 
kindling, for a Day or two, which doth rather fuf- 
focate with its Smoke, than warm them, and at 


length lie down in Sorrow, and are cloathed with: 


everlaſting Shame? I would ſeek no ſurther Mea-- 
ſure of Faith to begin with, than to believe ſtedfaſt- 
ly the Doctrine of Gop's Juſtice, his all-devour- 
ing Wrath and everlaſting Burning, where Sinners. 
are burnt Soul and Body in a Lake of Fire and 
Brimſtone: Then they would wiſh no more Goods 
but the thouſandth Part of a Fountain to cool their” 
Tongue; they would then buy Death with endur-" 
ing of Pain and Torment for as many Years as 
Gop hath created Drops of Rain ſince the Crea- 
tion: But there is no Market in buying or 3 
Life or Death there. Alas, the greateſt Part of 
this World run to the Place of Torment rejoicing, 
and dancing, eating, drinking and fleeping. My 
Counſel to vou is, that ye ſtart in Time after 
Grit; for, if ye go quickly, Cbriſt is not far be- 
fore you: Ye hal 


what is fo needful as this, Salvation, - Salvation ?' 


Fy upon this fooliſn World, that would give ſo 


little for Salvation! Oh if there were a free Mar- 
ket of Salvation proclaimed in that Day whew the 
Trumpet of Gop ſhall awake the Dead, how'/many” 
Buyers would be then? Gop- ſend me no more 


Happineſs but that Salvation which the blind World 3 
(to their eternal Wo) letteth flip through their Fin». 


gers by 


4 


| overtake Him. O Lord Goo, 


202 Mr. Rutherfoord's 
| oh Gow ſaith to them, Ia. I. 11. This h 5. 


at my Hand, ye fhall lie down in Sorrow. And 


truly this is as ill made a Bed to lie upon, as one 
could wiſh : For he cannot ſleep ſoundly, nor ref 
quietly, who hath Sorrow for his Pillow, Rouze, 
rouze up therefore your Soul, and aſk how: Chri/ 


and your Soul met together. I am ſure oy ne- 


ver got Chri/t, who were not once ſick at the Heart 
for Him: Too, too many whole Souls think the 
have met with Grin, who had never a wear 
Night for the Want of Him. But, alas, what 
richer are Men, that they dreamed the laſt Night 
they had much Gold, and, when they awoke in 
the Morning, they found it was but a Dream? 
What are all the Sinners in the World, in that 
Day when Heaven and Earth ſhall go up in a 
Flame of Fire, but a Number of beguiled Dream- 
ers? Every one ſhall fay of his Hunting and his 
Conqueſt, Behold, it tua a Dream: Every Man in 
that Day will tell bis Dream. I beſeech you in the 


Lord Jeſus, beware, beware of unſound Work in 


the Matter of your Salvation: Ye may not, ye 
cannot want pril. This Day ſtrike Hands with 
Chrift, that there may be no Happineſs to you but 

Ir, no hunting for any Thing but  Chre/?, no 


at Night (when Death cometh) but Chriſt: 


E know this much of Cbriſt, He is not ill to be 
found, nor lordly of his Love; Wo had been my 
Fart of it for evermore, if Chriſt had made a Dain- 
ty of Himſelf to me: But, Gon be thanked, I 
gave nothing for Chrift; and now, I protoſt be- 

re Men and Chrift cannot be exchang 

, Chrift cannot be ſold, Chrift cannot be weigh- 
find a Balance to weigh Him in? All Lovers, 
bluſh when ye ſtand beſide Chrift ; Wo upon all 
Love, but the Love of Chri/ ;. Shame. for ever- 
n | | | 0 more; 
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more, be upon all Glory. I cry, Death upon all 
Lives, but the Life of Grit. O what is it that 
holdeth us afunder! O that once we could i ng 


fair Meeting! Thus, recommending —_ 
+ , and you's Him for evermore; Treſt. 


wo your" 
Tours in Jeſus, 
Arden, 4 en 1 5 
S. R. 


. 


| 1 
10 HN Kk E NN E D v. 
i | 


Wark) Sin, ele 
(RIES. Mercy as Peace de unto you. 


Vour not writing to me, cannot bind me 
up from remembering you, that at leaſt ye may he 
a Witneſs, to behold in Paper, what is betwixt 
Chrift and mee. I was like a young Orphan, caſt 

out in the open Fields; cake % behoved to 
take me up, and bring me home to his Houſe, 
or I had died in the Fields: And now I think the 
Houſe mine own, and the Maſter of the Houfe 
mine alſo. Chrift enquired not, when He began 
to love me, whether I's was fair, or black, or Sun- 


| burnt? Love taketh what it 1 2 He loved 


me before this Time, I know: His Love is come 


to a fair Bloom, like a young Roſe opened out of 
the green Leaves, and it caſteth a ſtrong and fra- 


grant Smell. I want — Ways of expreſ- 


fing 


: 
1 
7 
b 


N | tr by) 4 n 


1 
Oi I could caſt out Coals, to make a Fire in 


. Ratherfoord's 
's Love: A full Veſſel would have à Vent. 
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many Breaſts! Oh! it is a Pity that there were 
not many impriſoned for Grit, for no other Pur. 
1 5 but to write Songs of the Love of Chriſt. This 

created Tongues in Exer- 


Alas! I can ſpeak nothing of it, but wonder at 
three Things in his Love, Firſt, Freedom. O that 
Lumps of Sin ſhould get ſuch Love for nothing! 
Kanal „The Sweetneſs of his Love. Theſe that 
feel it, may bear Witneſs what it is: It is ſo 
ſweet, that, next to Ch t Himſelf, nothing can 
match it. A Soul could live eternally blefſe 
only on Chrif's Love, and feed upon no other 
Thing. And, Thirahy, What low and Strength 
is in His Love? 1 am perfuaded- it can climb a 
ſteep Hill, and Hell upon its Back; and ſwim 
through Water, and not drown ; and ſing in the 
Fire, and feel no Pain; and triumph in Ro, 
Priſons, Sorrows, Exile, Diſgrace; and laugh and 
rejoice in Death. Oh for a Year's Leaſe of the 
Senſe of his Love without a Cloud! Oh for the 
: Coming of the Oh when will I ce 
che Bri and the Bride meet in the Clouds, 
and kiſs each other! Oh wen will we get our 
Hearts fill of that Love! Oh if it were lawful to 


«complain of the Famine, and Want of that im- 
- mediate Viſion of Gop l! O Time, Time, how 


* Hoſt thou torment the Souls of thoſe that would be 
* ſwallowed up of Chr:/?'s Love, becauſe thou mov- 
"eſt fo lowly ! Oh if He would pity a poor Priſo- 


ner, and blow Love upon me, and give a Priſoner 
"FIRE, or Draught of that ſurpaſſing Sweetnel 


7 = — G Sogn) ) to be a Confirmation, 
Glory be have our Fill of each other 
. Comms hither, O Love of Chr:/?, that! 


bi kiſs thee before I die; What n. 
3 


ve would kee * 
ciſe, and buſy Night and Day, to ſpeak of it, 


4 de+4 dls a. i — \? a 1 
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not give, to have Time, that lieth betwixt 
Ghrifi and me, taken out of the Way, that We 
might once meet? J cannot think but at the firſt 
Sight I ſhall ſee of that moſt lovely Face, Love 
ſhall come out of his two Eyes, and fill me with 
Aſtoniſument. I would but defire to ſtand at the 
outer Side of the Gates of the New- Jeruſalem, and 
look through a Hole of the Door, and ſee Chris 


Face. It is not for nothing that it is ſaid,” Col. i. 


27. Chriſt in you the Hope ef Ghry. | Chrift, poſ- 
ſeſſed by Faith here, is young Heaven and Glory 
in the Bud: If I had that Pawn, I would endure 
Hell rather than give it again. Should not we, 
young Children, long and look for the expiring of 
aur Minority? It were good to be daily begging 
the Bridegroom's Favours, and, if we can do no 
more, ſeek Crumbs of Chriſt's Love, to keep the 
Taſte of Heaven in our Mouth while Sapper-time. 
I know, it is far after Noon, and nigh the Mar- 
riage Supper of the Lamb; the Table is covered 
already. O Well - beloved, run, run faſt? O fair 
Day, when wilt thou dawn! O Shadows, flee * 
away! It is a Pain to wait, but Hope that mak - 
eth nat aſhamed fwallowetk up that Pain. It is 
not Unkindneſs that keepeth Chri/f and us fo 
long aſunder. What can I ſay to Chris Love? 
I think more than I can ſay: To conſider, that 
when my Lord Jeſus may take the Air (if I may 
ſo ſpeak) and go abroad, yet He will keep the 
Priſon with me: But, in all this ſweet Commu- 
nion with Him, what am I to be thanked for? 
Whether I will or not, He will be kind to me, as 
if He had defied my Guiltineſs to make me un- 
kind, Here I die Wich wondering, that Juſtice 
hindereth not Love; for there are none in Hell, 
nor out of Hell, more unworthy of Chri/?”s Love. 
It would ſeem to become me rather to run away 
from his Love, as aſhamed at my own Unwor- 
Vor. XXVIIIL. 9 chineſs. 
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N N 755 I may think Shame 2 take mend 
ve fo y provoked my Lord Feſus :" But, 
— 4s Chri/f 0 will — 1225 content 
to be aſhamed. My Deſire is, that my L 
give me — 2 and deeper Thoughts, to feed 
myſelf with wondering at his Love: I wiſh I could 
weigh it, but I have no Balance for it. When I 
have worn my Tongue to the Stump in praiſing 
Chriſt, I have done nothing to Him; I muſb let 
Him alone, for my , withered Arms will not go 
abaut his high, wi long and broad Love. What 
remaineth then, but that my Debt to the Love of 
Chriſt lie unpaid to all | ? O if this Land 
and Nation would come and ſland beſore his in- 
conceivable and gloxious Perfections, and look in, 
and love, and wonder, and adore! Would to 
Gon, I could bring in many Lovers to Chri/t's 
Houſe !. But this 8 hath ſorſalen the Foun- 
tain of living Waters. Lon n, caſt not Water on 
Statlaxd's Coal, Wo, Wo will be to this Land, 
bens of the Dax.of thehann's fire Anger, 
br RE, mapa with *. 
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| "A | 
yy * B oY D. | 
th very honourable and Chriflian Lady, : 


RACE, Mercy-and Peace be to you. TI re- 
þ "of Cong = am well pleaſed that 
| Thoughts of ay with you, that 
— Purpose ſtill ie, by all — * 
Kingdom of Heaven by Violence; and it is 2. | 
gree'of Watchfulneſs and Thankfulneſs alſo, to 
obſerve Sleepineſs and Unthankfulneſs. he bare 
all Cauſe to complain of falſe Light 
playeth the Thief, and ſtealeth away the 
with tow; 
y is ten times broken. Chrift 
\ only broken Work of us, and, alas ? too 
often wvgainſt che Hair. I have been ſomewhat 
nearer the Bridegroom but when 1 draw nigh, 
and fee my VileneB," for Shame I would be out of 


when it cometh to conſtant walking: 
our 


bis Preſende again; but yet Delire of his Soul-re- 


freſhing Love, putteth me under an Arreſh, - O0 
what am I, am ſlothful a Burden of Sin, to ſtand 
Lon, ſuch 5 high and lJoſt 
alters Eternity! But, fince 
pleaſeth Chriꝶ to condeſcend t * an one 38 
me, let Shame ſacedneſs be laid aſtte,” and Tofe it- 
ſelf in his condeſcending Love. if I were at 
— Lies End of my weak | then ſhould I be 
my Lox 'D, and Lover, ves and 
—. 1 ; ys I Id be Leerlahing ly ſolaced with 
the Sight of his Face, tes Vin the ſur- 
paſing g Sweetneſs of Ys ve: But truly now I 
IR nether Side of my Deſires; and with A 
7225 and panting Heart, I look up to 
Jg. Ecnding afar off =” us, while 9 
2 an 


. Rutherfcord's 
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and Death fhall ſcour and refine the Body of Clay. 
In the mean time, we are bleſſed in ſending Word 
to the Below d, that we love Him; and un then 
there is Joy jn wooing, lying about his Houſe, 
looking Hi at/the Windows, and fending a poor 
Soul's Groans and Wiſhes through a Hole of the 
Door to Jeu, till Gop ſend à glad Meeting: 
And blefled be Gop, that aſter a low Ebb, ard i 
ad a Word, Lord Jeſus, it i long! fuce J. 
+7 bed; that, even then, our Wings are gro 
and the Abſence of Jeſus breedeth new Deſires and 
ings for Him. I know no Man hath a Vel- 
vet Qroſs, but the Croſs is made of that which 
So will have it. Let my Lord Jeſus weave 
;Span-length of Time, with White and Black; 
.and Jet the Roſe be neighboured with the Thorn, 
yet:Hope (chat maketh not aſhamed) hath, writ 
au a Letter of Hope to the Mourners in Zion, that 
it ſhaal not de long fo: When we are over the Wa- 
ter, Ghri/t ſhall ery down Croſſes, and up Hea- 
ven for evermore: In this Hope, I ſleep quietly in 
"Chris: Boſom, till He come, who is not flack; 
and would ſleep ſo; were it not that the Noiſe of 
the Devil, n, Sin's Feet, and the Cries of an 
unbelieving Heart awaken me; but for the preſent 
Ibave nothing whereof I can accuſe Chriſt's Croſs. 
Oh if I coutd pleaſe myſelf in Chri/ ous If-the 
Fruit of your Ladyſhip's Womb be elpers of 
_ Chriſt, ye have good Ground to rejoice in Gov. 
All your Ladyſhip can expect for your Good-will 
to me and my Brother is the Prayers of a'Prifoner 
al eſus; to — recommend your Lr 
3 wand T am, nr; 
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FARace, Mercy and Peace be unto you. Ye 
are not a little obliged to his rich Grace, 
who hath ſeparated you for Himſelf, and for the 
promiſed Inheritance with the Saints in Light, from 
this condemned World. Hold faſt: Chri, contend 
for Him; it is not poſſible to keep Chriſt peaceably, 
having once Him, except the il were 
dead. It muſt be your Reſolution, to ſet your 
Face againſt Satan's Storms. Nature would have 
Heaven come ſleeping to us in our Beds; we 
would all buy Chriſt. ſo we might make the Price 
ourſelves; but Chriſ is worth more Blood and 
Lives than either you or I have to give Him. 
When we ſhall come Home, when our Heads 
ſhall find the Weight of the eternal Crown of Glo- 
ty, and when we ſhall look back to Pains and Suf- 
ferings ; then we ſhall ſee Life, and Sorrow, to be 
leſs than one Step from à Priſon to Glory; and 
that our little Inch of Suffering is not worthy off 
our. firſt Night's. Welcome to Heaven. O thrice 
blinded Souls, 'whoſe Hearts are charmed and be- 
witched with Dreams, Shadows of a miſerable 
Life of Sin. Shame on us, who ſit ſtill fettered 
: © poor F Who J 
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and ſmooth Promiſes May-not the Devil laugh, 
to ſee us give out our Souls, and get in but corru 
arid counterfeit Pleaſures of Sin? O for a "Sight of 
Eternity's Glory, and a little Taſting of the Lamb's 
Marriage-Supper A Drop of the Wine of Conſo- 
| lations, that is up in our Banqueting-Houſe, out 
of Cbriſt's own Hand, would — 5 our Stomacfis 
loath/the ſour Dtink. of a/miſerable Life. A 
far are we bereft of Wit, to run *till our Souls be 
out of Breath, after a Happineſs of our own mak- 
ing 1 0 that we were out of ourſelves, and 
dead to this World; and this World dead and 
cracified'ts us , And when we. ſhould: be. out of 
* of any maſked Lover whatſoever, then 
„ ſhould be our Night-Song and our Morn- 
my: — hy ; then the very Notfe of our Well- 
beloved's Feet when He cometh, and his firſt 
Knock at the Door, ſhould be as the News of 
to Heavens to us. O that our Eyes and our 
Soul's Smelling, ſhould go after a blaſted and 
Sun-burnt Flower, even this fair plaiſtered, out- 
fide: World; and have neither Eye nor Smell for 
the Flower of ee; for the choiceſt,” the faireſt, 
the fweeteſt Roſe that ever Gop planted © let 
ſome of us die to feel the Smell of: Him, and let 
my Part of this rotten World be forfeited and ſold 
fot evermore, J may anchor my totter- 
ing Soul upon know it is ſometimes at 
at this, — — wil thou have fur Chriſt? 
Bar, C Loox, cam Chriſt be ſald? rather, 
May not a poor Pri have Him / fr ry 
Chrift, de be ivy Heaven for -overmors. Alas! 
that I cannot draw Souls and 1 
But T deſire the Coming of his — and that 
2 would: come * 1 —_ 
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Rain upon the new-mown Graſs. mee 
come Grace, Grace be with you. 33G mer 
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Race, 24 Peace be to. ps Ye are 

G truly bleſſed of the Loxd,..-however a ſour 

orld upon you, if ye continue in the 
Faith, grounded and ſettled, and, be not moved 
away from the Hope of the Goſpel. It is _ 
there is a Heaven, and it is not a Night en. 
or a Fancy: It is a Wonder that Men deny 
that there is a Heaven, as they deny — 4 is — 
Way to it but of Min making. You have 
learned: of Chriſt, that there is a Heaven; contend 
ſor it, and contend for Cbriſt; bear well the bard 
Croſs of this Step- Mother World, that Gon will 
not have to be yours. I confeſs, it is hard, and I 
would I were able to eaſe you of your Burthen; 
but, believe me, this; Warld-is but the Droſs, the 
| Refuſe and Scum of Gop's Creation; 2 hard 
2 caſt to the Dogs, whereupon the —.— 

ak their Teeth, than Oy their | 
It i is your Father's Bleſſing, and Gris irch- 


Right, 


M Rutlieridothſ's. 
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Right, thixt our Lonb is 
your Seed alſo mall inherit- the — {if that be 
od for them) for that is promiſed to them; arid 
Go D's Bond is as good, and better, than if Men 
would give every one of them, a Bond for Thou- 
ſands. Eie ye was born, Croffes in Number, 
Meaſure and Weight were written for you, and 
your 'EorD will lead you through them. Make 
Chri/t ſure, and the Bleſſings of the Earth ſhall be 
at Chri/s Back. I fee many Profeſſors, but they 
ate Profeſſors of Glaſs ; a little Knock of Perſetu- 
tion breaks them in Pieces : Therefore make faſt 
Work, ſee that Chr lay the Ground-Stone of 
your Profeſſion; for Wind and Rain will not waſh 
= his Building. His Works ſtand, fpr ever- 
I ſhould twenty Times have periſhed in 

my AMiCtion, if I had not leaned my weak Back, 
and laid my Burthen, upon the Founda- 
tion Stone, the Corner- tone laid in 2 and I 
geſire never to riſe off this Stone. Now, the very 
Gov of Peace confirm and eſtabliſ you unto the 
1 — the bleſſed r of Chri, 
Gon de with a i _ 


{900 : 78: IT l £508 a 
29 ii 5 7 b Fr is 5 7 Tk $3 YY 4 2 : 2 122 5 AR 
Rt 2: (2D: - 11 * tis. e gew, AN 
«gt . 7%.1 « $33 4 5 


« bd 9 
$ I * . 4% 5 N n 4 4 . 2 8 uy s 1 
1 1 25 ws * 4A 18 1 * 2 oF f Me 6 PR F Bac a, 108 | 5 
: 
. . s * 


2 
0 


1. —_ a 12 14% * 2 — 219 de dbu 


f 
] bas ns. Me ee of 01 2vadl 0 
ids Sow 4: bluow: 


„ enn 16 * . 
dn n 5:16 „ em 2rd Burt 
o TT IT TOES. 5. 2200 5 c ban Slade 
1. rann mo: . „ * oy Deo D 
ova 1 % win e of K * E 15 

E * 5. be „„ 


2 


3 


6 1625] et ban e 


1414 4 12 L 100 F 41 31 


DBTTB RS * 


n ny +7 7.8 5 4 


artsestertcg· Gres cc cc: 


TS, 
I * 


« $f, WS 1 d 7 1 . af | 62 SAX 42 * 
N J * 2 0 | | 
77 4 'T * vt | . 


KOHN: e 


7 1 18 ES. 2 8 


| Mich eee 8, i ze B 1 


\RACE, Mercy. and peace boa — — 1 
2 to hear from you, — now removed 
fro lock, and the Priſoner of Chrift at Aber- 
* would not have you think it ſtrange, that 
8 our Journey to Neo · England hath gotten ſuch a 
Daſh : It indeed hath made my nee 5 — 
I know it is no dumb — but a _— 
one, whereby our LoRD ſpeaketh his Mind to 
you, though for the preſent ye do not well under - 
ſtand what he ſaith: However it be, He who fit- 
teth upon the Floods, hath ſhewn you his mar- 
vellous Kindneſs in the great Deeps. I know 
your Loſs is great, and your Hope is gone far 
againſt you; but 1 intreat you, Sir, expound 
aright our Lorp's laying Hindrances in the Way. 


I 2 ms your Heart aimeth at the Foot- - 


ſteps of the Flock, and to dwell beſide Him-whom 
your Soul loveth ; and that it is your Defire to ve · 
main in the Wilderness, where the Woman is 
kept from the Dragon; and this being your De- 
ſire, remember that a poor Priſoner of Chriſt ſaid, 
e ourney is 2 — 

ne all forth a fair Birt 
e . 3 
XXviii.. 16. I hope ye have been aſking what 


Logn.meaneth, and what further = Will 
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at AM. Rutherfoord's 


Will. My dear Brother, let God make of 'you 
what He will, He will end all with Conſolation 
and ſhall make Glory out of your Sufferings ; a 
would you with better Work ? This Water was Fee 
in Way to Heaven, ye behoved to croſs it; ¶ not 
therefore kiſs his wiſe and unerring Provi- Kin- 
denee. Let not the Cenfures of Men whoſe I raiſe 
bur the Outſide of Things (and ſcarce well that) N i- bi 
abate yum rec ing in the Lon: Hawbeit, your Suffe 
Faith, ſeeth but the black Side of Providence, yet WM 7 
it hath a better Side, and Gow ſhall let e it, Feel. 
If our Loxp ride upon a Straw, his Horſe ſhall the-\ 
— — — by —— that love Gov; Alen 
x26, "Shipwreck; Loſſes, Ke. work together for MW 
— Difcgpotnnents, i Tong _ 
Friends, — + areGop's W 
— 8 on Work, to out Good to you, 
out" of every Thing that befalleth you. Let not 
t Lon Dealing ſeem harſh, rough or unfa- 
_ therly, becauſe it is unpleaſant; when the Lon“ 
 bleſtd Will bloweth crofs — Deſires, it is beſt 
in Humility to flvike Sail to Him, and to be wing 
10 be led any Way our Lene th. It s 4 
ung e Dehiat-of yourſelf, es Be a0 H ye Ni 
not 4 Will, bur had ſold it over to Him; and to 
make uſe of his Will for your own; is both true 
Hotiveſs, and your Eaſt und Peace: Ye know 
not what the Loh b is working out of this, but yt 
ſhall know it hereafter. - Now, for myfeFf,” I was 
three'Days before the High-Commiſinn,* and ac 
cuſed of Treaſen preached agsinſt our King: A 
Miniſter being Witness, went well nigh to ſwen 
it. And, 1. They have deprive# me of my Mi: 
| 2. Sitenced me; that J exerciſe no Pa 
dme Miniſterial Function within his Kit gdom, 
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fmd the Miniſters working for my Cominement in 
Caithneſs or Orkney, far from thei; becauſe ſome 
People here refort to me. My Adverfaties know 
not what a Courtier I am. now with my Re 
King. It is but our ſoft and lazy Fleſh tat — 
caſed an ill Report of the Croſs of Chri/t ; fweet 
| is bis Yoke ! Chris Chains are of pure Gold; 
dufferings for Him are perfumed-: I would not give 
my Weeping for the Laughing of alt the fourteen 


Prelates; I would not OP Ya Me Sadneſs oy 
we World's Cu F's 5 ru. arne 
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pied Will bloweth crofs 


Will. My —_ let Gop make of 'you 
what He Will, He will end all with Conſolati 
amd ſhall make Glory out of your Sufferings ; a 
would you with better Work ? This Water was 
Way to Heaven, ye behoved to croſs it; 
r kiſs his with and unerring Provie 
denee. Let not the Cenfures uf Meng who ſee 
but the Outſide of Things A wm ſcarce well that) 
abate rejvicuig in the Lots: Howhbeit, your 
Faith —— — black Side of "me week io 
ithath a better Side, and Gos ſhall let y 
If our Lon p ride upon a Straw, his Horſe 52 
neither ſtumbid nor fall; Nr ws 4noro- bat a 
Pings work together for Good to them that love G 
ergo, "Shipwreck, Loſſes, &. work te for 
whe God of chem that love Gor : Hence I infer, 
_ har Loſſes, Diſappointments, ill Tongues, "Lo 
of Friends, Houſes or „ areGop's Wo 
| r var Seb to 7 


— Dealing ſeem harſh; rough of unfa- 
therly, becauſe/it is unpleaſarit z when the Lory's 
Deſires, it is beft 
pt nn Tim, and to be wil 
— Way our Lens pleaſeth. It is d 
Point of — yourſelf, to 
not 4 Will, bur had ery Rivers Ein; and 
make vfe of bis Will for your own; is both 

_ Holineſs, and your Eaſt and Peace: 
not what the Lok D is working 


in Humility 


out of this, but ye 


ſnall know it hefeafter. Now, for myfeF,”T was 


before the High-Commiſfion, and bo | 


three" 
cuſed of Treaſon preached agsinſt our K in 
Miniſter being Witness, wont well nigh to"ſweer 
"ty: Rant: N. have deptived me of my Mi 
alry. 2 

dime Miniſterial Function within Mis Kingdom 
ew 5 of Rebellion.” 3. Connned | 


in 


that befalleth you. ae 


as if you bad 


Yo know 


$itenced me, that 1 exerciſe nõ Patt 
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Perſon within the Town of Abrraren, where 1 
fmd'the Miniſters working for-my Corinemenitiit 
Caithneſs or Orney, far from — 5 becauſe ſome 
People here reſort to me. My Adverfaties know 
not what a Courtier I am. now with my Re 

King. It is but our ſoft and lazy Fleſh that wig 
raiſed ap ll Report of the Croſs of Chris; tweet 
is his Yoke'! Chris Chains are of pure Gold ; 
Sufferings for Him are perfumed-: I ll oe od give 


Prelates; I would: not e Sadneſs, Py 
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12 24 Aok 
Rus aMevey 
I e from our Lord oy tee 


cloſe} Mouth, 'Sabb 
2 — FEE with Gbr 7 


nary , Nl Days in 
er gettech —— 
een token my oye phe 


my Weeping for the Laughing of all che fourteen 
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a Ne Mer S our 


Rr, Ru 
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a Cloud that I am wron * 
Katt eh all his Ways, but my Gi whinef often over- 


3 Sad Believing. . I have not been. well 

known ; for, 3 hte. 

baker w 5 a ia 3 onhy 

bs hath beca pleaſed to . in Mercy, and 

me in a Fever of for Himſelf, and be- 

81 e hath viſited my Soul and watered it with 

his Comforts: But — J have not what I would, 

ręal and felt Poſſeſſion.; I * 2 err me 

he great Men my Friends, are dried u 

iy, Tim rn of Water : All fay, / 5 

ling for that Man ; bis beſt will be, to be gone 

out of the Kingdom : So I ſee they; tize, of me. 

But, believe me, Fam mos ladly content that 

Chri/t breaketh all my Idols in cM ; it hath put 

a new Edge upon my blunted Love to Chrift; | 

Nee he is jealous of m 2 and will have all to 
himſelf, In a N 


comi upon my Harlot Medes this apoſtate 0 
coming The 162 is coming, when we ſhall wil ( 
for Doves Wings, to fly and hide us: Oh for the 
.DeſolgtÞn/of7ghis/ Land! 3. Tiſee| my Maſter ak 
A Grp Ing alone, as it were, mourning in Sack 
is fainting Friends feat that Jeſus ſhall 
loſe the Field; but He WS the Day, 4. M/ 
Guiltineſs and the Sins of my Youth are come up 
| 3 4 in as deſerving 


ſt me, and 
auſes, of, Gov's uſtice 3 but I pray Gop, for 
Wen them that Room. 
Wa pe, that ah oj 24 
| of the Earth, ſet on igh. Sir, Je 


elp me e me in this, and bow your: 
SEE bleſs his, lame. 1 others to 21d | 
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to make Atheiſts, Papiſts, and Enemies about” 
me, ſay, Gop is with this Priſoner. Let Hell 


and the Powers of Hell (I care not) be let looſe 


29 me to do their worſt, ſo Chriſt, and my 


ather and his Father, be magnified in his Suffer- 


| ings. 6. Chriſt's Love hath pained me; for how- 
beit his Preſence hath ſhamed me, and drowned me 


in Debt, yet He often goeth away when my Love 
to Him is burning; He ſeemeth to look like a 
proud Wooer, who will not look upon a poor 
Match, who is dying of Love. I will not fay 
He is lordly ; but I know He is wiſe in hiding him 
ſelf from a Child and a Fool. Sir, write to me; 


| commend me to your Wife, Mercy be her Por- 


tion, Grace be with you. | 
ih Yours, in his deareſt a 
Auer 1637. R LorD IEs us, 
58 8. R. 
e 
We Tac B Us BIE. 
Are, 


c Race, Mercy, and Peace be to you. Iam 


V glad to hear that Chriſ and ye are one, and 


that ye have made Him your ene Thing; where 
many are painfully toiled in ſeeking many Things, 
and their many Things are nothing. It is only belt 


ye ſet yourſelf apart, as a Thing laid up for Chrift 


0 Vor. XXVIII 4 alone; 
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218 Mr. Rutherfoord's 
alone; He hath been going about you theſe many 
Nars, by Afflictions, to en age you to Himſelf; it 

were a By and a Loſs to = im nay. Verily ! 
could wiſh that I could. ſwim through Hell, and all 
the ill Weather in the World, and Chri/t in my 
Arms; but it is my Evil and Folly, that, except 

Ori come. unſent for, I dare not go to ſeek Him, 
Think well of the Viſitations of your LORD: For 
I find one Thing, I ſaw not well before, that when 
we are under Trials, little Sins raiſe great Cries in 
the Conſcience ; and in Proſperity, Conſcience is a 


Pope, to give Diſpenſations, and let out and in, and 


give Latitude and Elbew-roem to our Heart. O how 
little care we for Pardon. at Chr:i/””s Hand, when we 
make Diſpenſations ! And all is but Bairns Ply, 
*till a Croſs without beget an heavier Croſs within, 
and then we play no longer with our Idols. It is 
good ſtill to be ſevere againſt ourſelves; for we but 
transform Gon's Mercy into an Idol, and an Idol 
that hath a Diſpenſation to give for turning the 
Grace of God into Wantonneſs. O but Chrift hath 
a ſaving Eye! Saivation is in his Eye-lids : When 
He firſt looked on me, I was faved ; it coſt Him 
but a Look, to make Hell quit of me. O, ſree 
Merits, and the dear Blood of Gor ! What a ſafe 
and ſure Way is it, to come out of Hell leaning on 
a Saviour! That Chrift and à Sinner ſhould be one, 
and have Heaven betwixt them, is the Wonder of 
Salvation. What an excellent Smell doth: Cra 
caſt on his lower Garden, where there grow but 
wild Flowers, if we ſpeak by Way of Compariſcn! 
But there is nothing but perfect garden Flowers in 
Heaven. We are all obliged to love Heaven for 
Chriff's Sake; He graceth Heaven and all his Fa- 
ther 's Houſe with his Preſence: He is a Roſe that 
beautifieth all the upper Garden of Gap ; a Leaf 

of that Roſe of Gov, for Smell, is worth a World: 
O chat He would blow, his Smell upon a withercd 


and 
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and dead Soul! Let us then go on to meet Him 
and to be filled with the Sweetneſs of his Love. 
Nothing will hold Him from us; He hath decreed 
to put Time, Sin, Hell, Devils, Men and Death 
out of the Way, and to rid the rough Way be- 
twixt us and Him, that we may enjoy one ano- 
ther. It is wonderful, that He would have the Com- 
pany of Sinners to delight Himſelf with in Heaven : 
And now the Supper is abiding us; Chr:i/t the 
Bridegroom with Deſire is waiting, *till the Bride, 
the Lamb's Wife, be ready for the Marriage. O 
Fools, what do we here? And why fit we till? 
Why ſleep we in the Priſon ? Were it not beſt to 
make us Wings, to fly up to our bleſſed Match, 
and our Fellow Friends? Gop give you to find 


r e Min Food eee 
ving Grace I recommend you. 7 
|  Mberd. 1637. ene e 


i 10 THE 
Right Honourable my Lord Low HDO UN. 


Right Honourable, ee Le 

{ "Raoe, Mercy and Peace be to your Lordſhip. 
l rejoice exceedingly, that I hear your Lord- 
Thip hath a good Mind to Chrif, and his Truth. 
My very dear Lord, go on, in the Strength of the 
LORD, to carry your Honour and worldly Glory td 
the New 2 For this Cauſe your Lordſhip 
received theſe W this is n. 
| 2 +; 
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the Eſtabliſhment of your Houſe, if ye be of theſe 
who are willing in your Place to build Zian's waſte 
Places. Your Lordſhip wanteth not God's and 
Man's Law both : And, ſuppoſe the baſtard Laws 
of Man were againſt you, it is an honeſt Etror, if 
here ye flip againſt a Point of ſtanding va? brad 
what a bleſſed Thing is it, to ſee Nobility, Leatn- 
ing, and Sanctification, all concur in one}. For 
theſe ye owe yourſelf to Chrift and his Kingdom: 
(30D hath bewildered the Wit and the Learning of 
the Scribes and Diſputers of this Time ; they look 
aſquint to the Bible: This World blindfoldeth Mens 
Light, that they are afraid to ſee ſtraight before 
them. Your Lordſhip knoweth, within a little 
While, Policy againſt Truth will bluſh, and the 
Works of Men will burn. How have Men for- 
gotten the Lok p, that they dare go againſt even 
that Truth which once they ä themſelves, 
howbeit their Sermons now be as thin ſown as 
Straw-berries in a Wood? Certainly. the ſafeſt 
Courſe is, for the ſhort Time of this World, to 
ſand for Jeſus He hath faid it, and it is our Part 
to believe it, that, ere it be long, Time ſball be 
mort, and the Heavens ſhall wax old as a Garment. 
Do we not ſee it already an old, thread-bare Gar- 
ment? Doth not cripple and lame Nature tell us, 
that the Lox PD will fold up the old Garment, and 
lay it aſide; and that the Heavens ſhall be folded 
her as a Scroll, and this Peſt-Houſe ſhall be 
burnt with Fire, and ſhall melt with fervent Heat! 
For, at the Loxp's Coming, He will do with this 
Earth, as Men do with 'a Leper-houſe; He will 
burn'the Walls with Fire, and. the Furniſhing of 
the Houſe alſo, 2 Peter iii.. 10, 12. My very dear 
Lord, how ſhall ye rejoice in that Day, to have 
Ghrift, Angels, Heaven, and your own Conſcience 
to {mile upon you? I am perſuaded, one ſick 


CD ggg eee C©=HSD POO cO HW, v0.4.9 tw 


1 


LREOTERS aa 


* through the Terrors of the Almighty, would 
Men (whoſe Conſcience hath ſuch a wide 
Throat) have other Thoughts of Chrift and his 
Worſhip than now they pleaſe themſelves with. 
The Scarcity of Faith in the Earth faith, we are 
— upon the laſt Nick of Time: Bleſſed are thoſe 

their Garments clean againſt the Bride- 


* s Coming. There ſhall be ſpotted Cloaths, 


Ar many defiled Garments, at his laſt Coming; 
and therefore few found worthy to walk with Him 
in white. The Weak and Feeble, theſe that are 
as Signs and Wonders in Iſrael, have choſen the beſt 
Side. Verily, for myſelf, I am fo well pleaſed with 
Chri/t and in Croſs, that I ſhould weep if it ſhould 
come — barteri of Condition with thoſe that are 
at Eaſe in — hold ſtill my Choice, and bleſs 
myſelf in it. J — and 1 — there is Salvation 
in this Way that is every where ſpoken againſt. 
I hope to face Eternity, and to venture even upon 
Death, * perſuaded, that this only, even this, 
is the ſavin "Op for racked Conſciences, and for 
weary and loaden Sinners, to find Eafe and Peace 
for 9 Now, the very Gop of Peace eſta · 
bliſh your Lordſhip in Chrift Jeſus unto the End. 


br mur Lordfbif's in Jeſus, 
_ Hberd. Sept. 10, neee 
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AL EXANDER GOR DON,” * 
- Of Earlftoun, Fro erte x 

Much Foy Sr, | 


Exixo our Lon p hath 18 * to break 

\J the Snare of your Adverſaries, I heartily bleſs 
our Lox D on your Behalf. Our Croſſes for Chr:/ 
are not made of Iron, they are of more gentle 
Metal: It is eaſy for Gop to make a Fool of the 
Devil, the Father of all Fools. I know your Lord 
hath ſomething to do with you, becauſe Satan and 
Malice have ſhot ſore at you; but your Bow abid- 
eth in its Strength: Let Chrift have all the Glory. 
I ſee Crit can borrow a Croſs for ſome Hours, and 
ſet his Servants beſide it, rather than under it, and 
make Glory to Himſelf, and Shame to his Enemies, 
and — to his Children, out of it : But, whe- 
ther Chri/?” buy or borrow Croſſes, He is King of 
Croſſes, and King of Devils, and King over Hell, 
and King over Malice, When He was in the 
Grave, He came out, and 5 the Keys with 
Him; He is Lord-Jaylor. Nay, what ſay 1? He 
js Captain of the Ca — and He hath the Keys of 
Death and Hell: And what are our Troubles 
but little Deaths ? And He, who commandeth 
the great Caſtle, commandeth the little alſo. 2.1 
ſee a hardned Face and two Skins upon our 
Brows, againſt the Winter-hail and ſtormy Wind, 
is meeteſt for a poor Traveller, in a Winter- Jour- 


rey do Heaven. O what Art is it to learn to endure 


Hardneſs, 
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Hardneſs, and to learn to go bare-footed, either 
through the Devil's fiery oals, or his frozen 
Waters! 3. I am perſuaded a Sea Venture with 
Chriſt maketh great Riches: Is not our King Feſus 
his Ship coming home, and ſhall not we get Part 
of the Gold? Alas, we Fools miſcount our Gain, 
when we ſeem Loſers. To you it is given to ſuffer. 
O what Fools are we, to undervalue his Gifts 
If we be faithful, our Tackling ſhall not looſe, nor 
our Maſt break, nor our Sails blow into the Ses. 
The baſtard Croſſes, the baſe- born Crofles of 
Worldlings for evil Doing, muſt be heavy and 
rievous; but our Afflictions are light. 4. I am 
Lows that my Salvation is credited to Chriſſ's Me- 
diation. Chrift oweth no Faith to me; but O 
what Faith and Credit I owe to Him! Let my 
Name fall, and let Chrift's Name ſtand in Honour 
with Men and Angels. 5. I wondered once at Pro- 
vidence, and called white Providence black and un- 
juſt, that I ſhould be ſmothered in a Town where 
no Soul will take Chri/t off my Hand: But Pro- 
vidence hath another Luſtre with Gop, than with 
my blear'd Eyes. I proclaim myſelf a blind Body, 
who know not black and white, in the uncouth 
Courſe of Gop's Providence. Suppoſe Chriſ would 
fet Hell where Heaven is, and Devils up in Glory 
beſide the elect Angels, (which yet cannot be) 1 
would I had a Heart to acquieſce in his Way, with- 
out further Diſpute. . I ſee, infinite Wiſdom is the 
Mother of his | LEY WU and his. Ways paſt find- 
ing out. 6. I cannot learn, but I deſire to learn, 
to bring my Thoughts, Will, and Luſts under 
Chrifi's Feet, that He may trample upon them: 
But, alas, 1 am ſtill upon Cbriſi's wrong Side. 
Grace be with ow 7/7 get ng 26h oO 
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MARION MACKNAUGHT, 


| Deareſt i in our Lonp Jezvs, 
OunT it your Honour, that Chri/t hath be- 
5p you to fine you firſt.” Fear not, faith 
the 42 true and faithful Witneſs. As my 
Maſter liveth, continue in Prayer and in Watch- 
fs and your glorious Deliverance 1s coming; 
is not far off, A Straw for all the Bits of 
os that are riſen againſt us; Ye hall threſh the 
Mountains, and fan them like Chaff, Ifa. xli. If 
Te ſlack your Hands at your Meetings, and your 
7atching to Prayer, then it would ſeem our 
Rock hath ſold us; but be diligent, and be not 
diſcouraged. I charge in Chrift, rejoice, give 
Thanks, believe, be ſtrong in the Lord : T hat 
Burning Buſh in "Galloway all not be burnt to 
Aſhes ; for the Lord is in the Buſh. Be not dif- 
couraged, that Baniſhment is to be procured 2. 
gainſt me: The Earth is the Loxp's; I am filled 
won his Love, and running over. I rejoice to 
ye are in your Journey: Such News as T hear 
of fall y ofa? aith and Love, rejoices my fad Heart. 
„for they ſeek my Hurt; but I give 
If to yonlcel The Bleffing of my Lox, and 

niſfoner of Chri/?”s Bleſſing, be with you. 
227 — greatly beloved Woman, roy nh : 

, fy, if ye faint now, ye Joſe a au 
: cate not 0. Sis Sake, 
= not your Pence, ory He make W a 
Praiſe in che Earth. 


gerd. Yours in Chr bis Lar 
637. | PF 2 = S. R. 
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| Reverend and dearly 8 5 the Lon, | 4 


Race, Mercy and Peace be B Becauſe 
your Words have ſtrengthened many, I was 
| filent, expecting ſome Lines from you in my 
Bonds ; and this is the Cauſe why I wrote not to 
ak But now I am forced to ſpeak. I never be- 
ieved, till now, that there was ſo much to be 
found in Chriſt, on this Side of Death and of Hea- 
ven. O the Raviſhments of heavenly Joy that 
may be had here, in the ſmall Gleanings and 
Comforts that fall from Chri/? / What Fools are 
we, who know not, and conſider not the Weight 
that is in the very Earneſt-penny, and the Firſt- 
Fruits of our hoped-for Harveſt ! O what then 
muſt perſonal Poſi:ſfion be ! I ſee my Priſon hath 
neither Lock nor Door ; I am free in my Bonds, 
and my Chains are made of rotten Straw, they 
ſhall not abide one Pull of Faith. I am ſure they 
in Hell would exchange their Torments with our 
Croſſes, ſuppoſe they ſhould never be delivered, 
| and give twenty thouſand Years Torment to-boot, 
to be in our Bonds for ever; and therefore we 
| wrong Chrift, whodigh, and. fear, and doubt, and 

deſpond in them. Our Sufferings are waſhen in 
Chriſt's Blood, as well as our Souls; for Chri/f's 
Merits bought a Bleſſing to the Croſſes of the Sons 
of Gop : Our Troubles owe us a free Paſſage 
tro them: Devils and Men, and Croſſes are our 

TA > | Debtors; 


Me. GEORGE DUMBAR/ 
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Debtors ; Death and all Storms are our Debtors, 
to blow our poor toſſed Bark over the Water 
Freight-free, and to ſet the Travellers in their 
own known Ground ; and our Sufferings are the 
Ruin of the black Kingdom; but withal, we ſtan! 
with the hundred forty and four thouſand, who are 
with the Lamb upon the Top of Mount Zion: Hr. 
tichriſ and his 2 are down in the Valley, 
we have the Advantage of the Hill; our Tempta- 
tions are always beneath, our Waters are beneath 
our Breath; as dying, and behold tue live, I bleſs 
the Lox, that all our Troubles come through 
Chriffs Fingers, and that He caſteth in ſome 
Ounce-weights of Heaven, and of the Spirit of 
Glory (that reſteth on ſuffering 8 in our 
Cup, in which there is no Taſte of Hell. M 
dear Brother, ye know all theſe better than I; 
fend Water to the Sea, to ſpeak of theſe "Things 
to you; but it eaſeth me to deſire yqu to help me 
To pay Tribute of Praiſe to J. O what Praiſes 
Lowe Him ! I would I were in my free Heritage, 
That I might begin to pay my Debts to 7%. 
intreat for your Prayers and Praiſes: I forget nat 

Ta | 4 


7 Tour Brother and Fellow-Sufferer,, __ 
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Profeſſors of Cuxisr in IRELAND. 


- EARLY beloved in our LorD, and Partakers 
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ſuffer for, this Way that the World reproacheth, 


than is now ſavingly revealed to you. Therefore, 


Eye after the 


where ſpoken againſt. I can with greateſt Aſſur- 
auce (to the Honour of our Loks let it be ſpoken) 


of the heavenly Calling; Grace, Mercy and 
Feace be to you, from Gon our Father, and from 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I always, but moſt of all 
now in my Bonds (moſt ſweet Bonds for  Chri/t 
my LoRD) rejoice to hear of your Faith and Love, 
and to hear that our King, our WelEbeloved, 
our Bridegroom, without tiring, ſtayeth ſtifl to 
woo you as his Wife; and that Perſecutions and 
Mockings of Sinners hath not chaſed away the 
Wooer from the Houſe. My Salvation on it, (if 
ten Heavens were mine) if this Way that I now - 


and no other Way, be not the King's Gate to 
Heaven; and I ſhall never fee Gop's Face if this 
be not the only ſaving Way to Heaven. O that 
ty would take a Priſoner of Chri/s Word ſor it! 
ay, I know you have the greateſt King's Word 
for it, that it ſhall not be your Wiſdom to ſeek” 
another Chriſt, another Way of Worſhiping Him, 


tho* I never ſaw your Faces, let me be pardoned ' 
to write to you, ye faithful Paſtors yet amongſt 
the Flocks, and ye fincere Profeſſors of Chriff's”* 
Truth, or any weak tired Strayers, who caſt an 

Feige if poſſible I could con- 
firm and ſtrengthen you in this good Way, every 


aftert* 
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228 Mr. Rutherfoord's | 
aſſert (though I be but a Child in Chriſt, and the 
meaneſt and leſs than the leaſt of Saints) that we 
do not come nigh to the due Love and Eſtimation 
of that faireſt among the Sons of Men. He is all 
Heaven, and more than all Heaven: And my 
Teftimony of Him is, that ten Lives of black 
Sorrow, ten Deaths, ten Hells of Pain, ten Fur- 
naces of Brimſtone, were all too little for Chrift, 
if our Sufferings could be a Hire to buy Him; and 
therefore faint not in your Sufferings and Hazards 
for Him. I proclaim and cry, Hell, Sorrow, 


and Shame upon all Luſts, upon all By-lovers, 


that would take Chriſt's Room over his Head, in 
this little Inch of Love, of theſe narrow Souls of 
ours. O higheſt, O faireſt, O deareſt Lord Jeſus, 
take thine own from all Baſtard-lovers. O that 
we could ſell all our Part of "Time's Glory, and 
Time's good Things, for a Leaſe of Chriſt for all 
Eternity! O how are we miſled; and mired with 
the Love of Things that are on this Side of Time, 
and on this Side of Death's Water! Where can 
we find a Match to Chriſt, among created Things? 
TI know his Sackcloth and Aſhes are better than 
the Fool's Laughter, which is like the Crackling 
of Thorns under a Pot. But, alas! we do not 
harden our Faces againſt the cold North Storms, 
which blow upon Chris fair Face; we love well 
Summer-Religion, and to be that which Sin hath 
made us, even as thin-ſkinned as if we were made 
of white Paper, and would fain be carried to Hea- 
ven in a covered Chariot, wiſhing ſrom our flearts 
that Chri would give us Surety for nothing but 
a Fair Summer, untill we be Janded at Heaven's 
Gate; How many of us haye been here deceiyed, 
and fainted in the Day of Trial? Amongſt you 
there are ſome of this Stamp. And now I am 
perſuaded, it will be aſked of every one of us, on 
what Terms we keep Chr: We found Chrift 
5 e wich 
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without a wet Foot; and He, and his Goſpel, 
came upon ſmall Charges to our Doors; but now 
we muſt wet our Feet to ſeek Him. O how rare 
a Thing is it to be loyal to Chriſt, when He hath 
a Controverſy with the Shields of the Earth ! I 
wiſh all of you would conſider, that this Trial is 
from Chriſt, it is come upon you unbought (in- 


deed, when we buy a Temptation with our own 


Money, no marvel that we be not eaſily free of 
it, and that Gop be not at our Elbow to take it 
of our Hand) this is Chris ordinaty Houſe- 


fare that He makes Uſe of, to try all the Veſſels 


of his Houſe withal ; and Chri/# now is about to 
bring his Treaſure out before and Moon, and 
and to tell his Money, and, in the telling, to try 
what Weight of Gold, and what Weight of Cop- 
per is in his Houſe. Do not now bow, or yield 
to your Adverſaries an-Hair-breatth : Chri/t and 


his Truth will not divide; and his Truth hath - 


not Latitude, that ye may take ſome of it, and 
leave other ſome of it; nay the Goſpel is like a 
ſmall Hair, that hath no Breadth, and will not 
cleave in two: It is not poſſible to twiſt and com- 
pound a Matter between Chriſ and Antichriſt; 
and therefore you muſt either be for Chriſt, or ye 
muſt be againſt Him. O that this miſled and 
blindfolded World would ſee, that Chriſt doth not 
riſe and fall by Men's Apprehenfſions ! What is 
Chri/t the lighter, that Men do with Him by open 
Proclamation, as Men 'do with clipped and light 
Money? They are now crying down Chrift, and 
| they will have Him lye for a Penny or a Pound, 

for One or for an Hundred, according as the Wind 
bloweth from the Eaſt or from the Weſt; but the 
Lonp hath weighed Him, and balanced Him al- 
ready, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
» Pleaſed, hear ye Him; his Worth and his Wieght 

ſtandeth fill. It is our Part to cry up, up with 
Vol. XXVIII. OV Chriſt, 
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230 Mr. Rutherfoord's 
Chriſt, and down, down with all oreated Glory 
before Him. O that I could heighten Him, and 
heighten his Name, and heighten his Throne. 
I know that Death and Hell, and the World and 
Tortures, hall, all cleave and ſplit in twain, and 
give us free ahary 7 to go thro* ; and we ſhall bring 
all God's good Metal out of the Furnace again, 
and leave behind us but our Droſs, and our Scum. 
We may then before-hand proclaim Chr:/t to be 
victorious: He is crowned King in Mount Zin; 
Gop did put the Crown upon his Head, Pſal. ii. 
and who dare take it off again? Out of Queſtion, 
He hath ſore and R Quarrels againſt his 
Church; and therefore He is called, 1/a. xxxi. 9, 
He whoſe Fire is in Zion, and whoſe Furnace is in 
eruſalem. But, when He hath performed his 
Work on Mount Zion, all Zien's Haters ſhall be 
as the hungry and thirſty Man, that dreams he.is 
Eating a rinking, and behold, when he 2 
waketh, he is faint, and his Soul empty: And 
this Advantage we have alſo, that He will not 
bring beſore Sun and Moon all the Infirmities of 
his Wife; our ſweet Loxp will not come with 
Chiding to the Streets, to let all the World hear 
hat is betwixt Him and us. Iwo ſpecial Things 
ye are to mind; 1. Try and make ſure your Pro- 
ſeſſion, that ye carry not empty Lamps: Alas, 
Security, Security is the Bane, and the Wreck uf 
the moſt Part of the World! Oh, how many 
Profeſſors go with a golden Luſtre before Men, 
and yet are baſtard baſe Metal ! Conſider how 
fair before the Wind ſome. do ply, and yet in ſhort 
Time ſuch are quickly broken upon the. Rocks, 
and never fetch the Harbour, but are ſanded in 
the Bottom of Hell. Oh make your, Heaven ſure, 
and try how .ye. come by Converſion; that it be 
not ſtolen Goods, in a white well-luſtred Profei- 
ſion; a white Skin over old Wounds: A ok 
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under Water not ſeen is dangerous, and that is a 
Leak in the Bottom of an enlightned Conſcience, 
often falling, and ſinning againſt Light. Wo, 
wo is me, that the holy Profeſſion of Chrift is 
made a Stage-Garment by many, to bring Home 
a vain Fame; and Chri/t is made to ſerve Mens 
Ends: This is, as it were, to ſtop an Oven with 
a'Kitig's Robes. Know, 2. Except Men martyr 
and flay the Body of Sin, in ſanctified Self- Deni - 
al, they ſhall never be Chri/”s Martyrs and faith- 
ful Witneſſes. Oh if I could be Maſter of that 
Houſe-Idol, myſelf, my own, mine, my own 
Will, Wit, Credit, and Eaſe ! how blefled were 
]! We need be redeemed from ourſelves, rather 
than from the Devil and the World! Learn to 
put out yourſelves, and to put in Chri/ for your- 
ſelves. T* ſhould make a fweet Bartering, if I 
could ſubſtitute Chriſt in Place of my/elf; to ſay, 
Net I, but Chriſt ; not my Will, but Chriſt's ; not 
my Eaſe, not my. Credit, but Chriſt, Chriſt, Oh, 
if Chi had the full Place of myſelf; that all my 
Aims, Purpoſes, Thoughts, and Deſires, would 
land upon Chriſt, and not upon myſelf ! Let ne- 
ver Dew lye upon my Branches, and let my poor 
Flower wither at the Root, ſo Chriſt were en- 
throned, and his Glory advanced in all the World, 
and eſpecially in theſe three Kingdoms: Bat I 
know He, hath no Need of me; what can I add to 
| Him? But oh that He. would cauſe his high and 
pure Glory to run thro* ſuch, a, foul Channel as I 
am And howbeit / He hath cauſed the Bloſſom to 
fall off my one poor Joy, that was on this Side 
of Heaven, even my Liberty to preach Chriſt to 
his People, yet I am dead to that now, ſo He 
would bew and' carve Glory, Glory for evermore, 
to my royal King, out of my Sufferings. O that 
I had my Fill of his Love! I intreat you earneſtly 
for, the Aid of your Prayers, for I forget not you; 
| | WA: and 


232 Mr. Rutherfoord's 
and 1 ſalute with my Soul the faithful Paſtors, and 
| honourable and worthy Profeſſors in that Land. 
Now the Gor of Peace, that brought again our 
Lord Jeſus from the Dead, the great Shepherd of th: 
Sheep, by the Blood ef the \everlaſting Covenant, 
make you perfett in every good Work, to-do his Will, 
working in that whith is well-pleaſing in Ors Ft 
Grace, Grace be with you. | 


gr hr 

eee . 4 | 
{524 2636, 
| 8. R. 


N — 2 S of 


COON * STCLESS INT 


þ 1 
3 2 En, Reverend and mach lud Brother, 


Dr. ALEXANDER LIGHTON, 
Soda Priſoner Lon pon. , 


. boneured Peiſmierf Hope, 


Gu. Mercy and Peace wo you, Tt ay 
not * Part, whom our LoRD hath 
larged, to 9 your | his Priſoner. When I — 
fider how 16h Night bath been, I. think 
Obri hath 4 nd to put you in Free Graces 
Debt ſo much the deeper. But what if Chri/ 
mind you no Joy but publick oy with enlarged 
and ir Shane Zion ? I think, Sir, ye would 
love it beſt to ſhare and divide your Son KA Joy 
with 'Zidn, us. to. have. * e 72 
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ein Co- partner with your Enlargement. Wor- 


hy Sir, I hope I need not exhort you to go on, 


in hoping for the Salvation of God : There hath 
not been ſo much taken from your Time of Eaſe, . 
as Eternity ſhall add to your Heaven. Ye know, 
when one Day in Heaven hath paid, yea, and 


over-paid - your Blood, Bonds, Sorrow and Suf- 


ferings, that it would trouble Angels Underſtand- 


ing to count that Superplus of Glory, which Eter- 
nity can and will give you. Your Sand-glaſs of 


Sufferings and Loſſes cometh to little, when com- 


pared with the Glory that abideth you on the other 
Side of the Water Le have no Leiſure to rejoice - 
and ſing here, while Time goeth about you, and 
where your Pſalms will be ſhort ; therefore ye 


will think Eternity, and the long Day of Heaven, 
that ſhall be meaſured with no other Sun than the - 


long Life of the ancient of Days, little enough for 


you: If your Span-length of Time be cloudy, xe 


cannot but think your Loxp can no more take 


. your Blood and your . Bands without the Income 
and Recompence of F * ce, than he would 
take the Sufferings of Paul, 


and his other dear 
Servants, that were paid home beyond all Count - 
ing, Rom. viii. 18. 7 was the Potter's Aim, that 
the Clay ſhould praiſe Him; and I hope it ſatisfieth - 
you, that your Clay is for his Glory. Oh who + 


can ſuffer enough for ſuch a Loxp ? And who can 
| lay out in Bank enough of Pain, Shame, Loſſes, 
Torture, to receive im again the free Intereſt of 
eternal Glory? 2 Cor. iv. 17. Oh how advanta- 
geous Bargaining is it with ſuch a rich Lox D! If - 
Jour Hand and Pen had been at Leifure to gain 


Glory in Paper, it had. been but. . 3 
or 


but the bearing of a 9 1 Croſs ſo lon 
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Brother, if ye go to Feen e. 
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Kings of the Earth, is 


ur, the Prince of t 
eaven. Worthy and dear 
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er- Glory and Beauty, and lay fore 2. 
Fal Him your Ounces of fi ering for Him, ye 

All be ſtraltned two Ways. 1, It will be a Pain 
0 make * Compariſon, the Diſpro rtion being 
3 no Underſtanding imaginable : Na 


de 


ay, if An- 
Were ſaß to work, * ſhould never-· number 
Degrees of Difference. 2. It ſhould ſtrengthen 
vou to find a Scale for the Balance to lay that high 
Ad loſty, One, that 45 of Excellency into : If 
"your Mind could fan created Heavens 
2. Time hath had 2 Trees have had 
Leaves, and Clouds have had Drops ſinee the firſt 
Stone of the Creation was laid, they ſhould not 
make half- a Scale to bear and weigh boundleſs 
Excellency. And therefore the ing, whoſe 
"Marks ye are bearing, and whoſe dy e carry 
_ about with you in your Body, is out ws TI Confi- 
Leration, beyond and. above: all our Thoughts. 
For myſelf, I am content to feed upon wondring 
7 nets. at the beholding but the Skirts of his 
5 incomparable. Glory ; and Think, ye could wiſh 
_ for more 2 to give Him than than ye have, ſince ye 
1 pe theſe Ears 4 now have given Him, ſhall 
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ages to 1757 in the Muſick of his glorious 
. 3 Oh! Who can add to Him, Who is All!? 
| - II He would create new Heavens, tholifatid; thou- 
. Aae more gerfect than theſe that now are 
| 1 make a new Creation ten thoufand-thoufand 
5 8 in Perfection beyond that new Creation; 
an again,. ill” for Eternity multiply new Hea- 
vens: They ſhould never be a perfect Reſem- 
blance of that infinite Excellency, Order, Wei = 
Meaſure, Beauty and Sweetneſs that 2 in) 
On how little of him do we ſee On how ſhallow 
are our Thoughts of Him! Oh if I had Pain for 
Him; and Shame and Loſſes for Him, and more 
. Clay. and Spirits for Him; and that I could go 


upon ExrttFwithour Lyve, Beſire, Hope, "Cir 
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Chrift "hath taken away my Love, Deſire and 
Hope to Heaven with Him I know, worthy Sir, 
your Sufferings for Him are your Glory; and 
therefore weary not; his Salvation is near at 
Hand, and 'ſhall- not tarry. eee, — me: His 
War 2 HE TEST 
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The Parſe Ml ch in Ilan. 
Mich Renta reverand aue, 


in our. Loxp, 


0 xcs,| Mercy: and-Peace-bs.to- wad all: . 
no there are many in this Nation, more 
able than I, to ſpeak to the Sufferers for, and 
Witneſles' of Jeſus- Chriſt; yet pardon me to 
ſpeak à little to you, who are called in Queſtion 
for me Goſpel, once committed to yon. Dhopeqe 
are not 1! t, that as Peace was leſt to ya in 
33 1 doſtament, ſo thedther Half ofthe Teſta- 
ment was a Legacy of it's Sufferings,. ohm xvi. 
EU Theſe I hingt hae polen, that i in Me ye. might- 5 
have Peace z inthe Mrid ye ſball haue Trouble. Be- 
cauſe- then ye — of Cory Croſs, . 
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236 NW. Rutherfoord's 
| Lord Feſus ſhall be no Loſer by purging the Dra( 
and Tin out of his Church in ireland; his Wine. 
| preſs is but ſqueezing out the Dregs, the Scum, 
the Froth and Refuſe of that Church. I had once 
the Proof of the honeſt. and honourable Peace of 
that ſlandered Thing the Croſs of oun wr 

But though theſe golden Days that I then had, be 
now in a great Part-gone ; yet I dare ſay, that the 
Ifiue of your Sufferings ſhall be the high Glory of 
the, Prince -of the Kings of the Earth, and the 
changing of the Braſs of the Lorp's Temple 
among you into Gold, and the Iron into Silver, 
and the Wood into Brafs : Your Officers foall jt 
be Peace, and your Exattors Righteouſneſs, Iſai. lx. 
17. Look over the Water, and ſee who is on 
the dry Land waiting for your Landing: Your De- 
liverance is concluded, ſubſcribed and ſealed in 
Heaven; your Goods that are taken from you, 
for Chri/t and his Truth Sake, are but laid in 
Pawn, and not taken away: There is much laid 
up for you in his Store-houſe, whoſe the Earth and 
the Fulneſs thereof is; your Garments are ſpun, 
and your Flocks are feeding in the Fields, you 
Bread is laid up for you, your Gold and Silver i 
at the Bank, and the Intereſt goeth on and grov- 
eth. If two Things were firmly believed; Su 

_ © ferings would have no Weight: If the Fellow 

ſnip of Chri/”s Sufferings were well known, wh: 
would not "gladly take Part with Jeſus! For 
Cbri and we are joint Owners of one and tbe 
ſuame Croſs: And therefore he that knew wel 


re, ,. . Ho A, 


what Sufferings were, as he e/tcemed all Things du B 

- Loſs for Chriſt, and did judge them but Dung, b 7. 

did he alſo judge of them, that he might know 1 

* Fellowſhip o bis Sufferings, Phil. iii. 20; O bon 'H 

_ _- ſweet a Sight is it, to ſee à Croſs betwixt Gr” 'G 

and us; to hear our Redeemer ſay, at every d 1; 

and every Blow, and every Loſs of a _ = 
4 | | 64h "7 


half mine ! So they are called, The Sufferings-of 
Chriſt, and the Reproach' of Chriſt, Col. i. 24. 
Heb. xi. 26. As: when two are Partners: and 
Owners of a Ship, the Half of the Gain, ard 
Half of the Loſs, belongetk to either of the two; 
ſo Chriſt in our Sufferings is half Gainer and half 
Loſer with us: Yea, the heavieſt End of the 


black Tree of the Croſs lieth on your Lon, it 


falleth firſt upon Him, and but reboundeth off Him 
upon you: The Reproaches -4 them that reproached 
thee are fallen upon me, Pfal. Ixix. 9. Your Suffer- 
ings are _ Treaſure, and are greater Riches 
than the Treaſures of Egypt, Heb. xi. 26. And 
if your Croſs come firſt through Chriſt's Fingers, 
ere it come to you, it receiveth a Luſtre from 
Him ; it getteth a Relifh of the King's Spike - 
nard and of Heaven's Perfume; and the Half of 
the Gain, when Chriſt's Ship full of Gold cometh 


Home, ſhall be yours: It is an Augmentation of 


your Treaſure to be rich in gufferi to he in La- 
23. And to have the Suffering: ; Chriſt abound- 
He 


ing in you, 2 Cor. i. 5. is a Part of: Heaven's Flock. 
Vour Goods are not loſt-which! they have plucked 


from you, for your Lok D hath them in keeping: 
He ſhall te fed with the Heritage of Jacob uur Fu- 
ther, for the Mouth of the Loxp hath: ſpoken it, 
Hai. Iviti. 14. Till Thall be on the half Floor of 
the higheſt Palace, and get a Draught of Glory 


out of Ghrift's Hand; above and beyond Fime and 
beyond Death, I will never (it is like) ſee fairer 


Days, than I ſaw under that bleſſed Lree of my 


Lory's Croſs. O ſweet for evermore, to ſee a 


Roſe from Heaven growing in as ill Ground as 


Hell; and to ſee Cbriſt's Love, Peace, Faith, 


Goodneſs, 


3-ſuffering and Patience, growing 


like the Flowers of God's Garden, out of ſuch 
tony and curſed, Ground as the Hatred of the 
233 TY | 


Prelates, _ 


bours abundant, in Stripes aboue Meaſure, 2 Cor. xi. 


ak 
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Prelates, and Antichrift's bloody Hand and Heart! I 
Is not here Art and Wiſdom ? Is not here Heaven I che 
indented in Hell (if I may ſay fo) like a Jewel ſet BA 
with Skill in a Ring with the Enamel of Chri/'; MW 
Croſs. And who would not think Him worthy 
ſuffering for? What is burning quick? What is be 
Drinking of our Heart's Blood? and what is 2 Lc 
Draught of melted Lead for his Glory, leſs thana WW ** 
Draught of cold Water to a thirſty Man, if the MW © 
right Price and due Value were put on that wor- 
thy Prince Jeſus ? Oh who can weigh Him! Ten by 
thouſand thouſand Heavens would not be one fil © 
Scale of the Balance to lay Him in. Oh black of 
—_— in Compariſon of Him! Oh dim and al 


mn 


Sun, in r of that fair Sun of Righteouſ- 1 
neſs! Oh worthleſs Heaven of Heavens, when B 
they ſtand beſide my worthy, and high, and ex- © 
cellent Well-beloved ! Oh weak and inſirmClay- th 
Kings ! On ſoft and feeble Mountains of Braſs, W © 
and weak created Strength, in r of our fl 
mighty and ſtrong Lox D of Armies I Oh fooliſh 1 
-Wifdom of Men and Angels, when it is laid in 10 
the Balance beſide that ſpotleſs ſubſtantial Wiſdom H 
of the Father! If Heaven and Earth, and ten f 
thouſand Heavens, even round about theſe Hea- f 
vens that now are, were all in one Garden of Pa- 
radiſe decked with all the faireſt Roſes, Flowers 3 
and Trees that can come forth from the Axt of ie *. 
Almighty; vet ſet but our one Flower, that 1 
| groweth out of the Root of Feſſe,' beſide that Or- 
-chard-of Pleaſure; one Look of Him, one View, (W | 
one Tafte, one Smell of his Godhead, would in- R 
6 finitely exceed the Smell, Cslour; Beauty and . 
Lovelineſs of that Paradiſe. O to be with Child W * 
of his Love ] and to be ſuffocated (if that could be) f 
with the Smell of his Sweetneſs, were à ſweet 4 
Fill and lovely Pain] Oh lefs of the Creatures, 
and. more of Thee. ] Oh open the. Paſſage * 2 


* 
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Well of Love and Glory on us, dry Pits and wi- 
thered Trees! Oh that Jewel and Flower of Hea- 
ven | If our Beloved were not miſtaken by us, 
and unknown to'us, he would have-no Scarcity of 
Woers ; He would make Heaven and Earth both 
ſ:e. that they cannot quench his Love; for his 
Love is a Sea: Oh to be a thouſand Fathom deep 
in this Sea of Love ! He, He, Himſelf is more 
excellent than Heaven: For Heaven, as it com- 
eth into the Souls and Spirits of the glorified, is 
but a Creature; and He-is more than a Creature. 
Oh what a Life were it, to ſit beſides this Well 
of Love, and drink and ſing, and ſing and drink; 
and then to have Deſires and Faculties extended 
out many thouſand Fathoms in Length and 
Breadth, to take in Seas and Rivers of Love I 
earneſtly deſire to recommend this Love to you, 
that this Love may cauſe you to keep his Com- 


mandments, and to keep clean Fingers, and make 
clean, Feet, that ye may walk as the redeemed of 


the LoRD. Wo, wo be to them that put on his 
Name, and ſhame this Love of Chri/t, with a 
looſe and profane Life: Their Feet, Tongue and 
Hands, and Eyes, give a ſhameleſs Lie to the 


holy Goſpel which t ey profeſs : I beſeech you in 
7 | 


the Lokp, keep Chrift and walk with Him; let 


not his FairneS be ſpotted by godleſs Living. Oh 


who can find in their Heart to ſin againſt Love 
And ſuch a Love, as the gloriſied in 1 ſhall 
delight to live into, and drink of for ever; for 
they are evermore drinking in Love, and the Cup 
is al at their Head, and yet without Joathing; for 
they ſtill. drink, and {till defire to drink for ever 
and eyer, Let not me, a Stranger to you, who 
never ſaw your Face in the Fleſh, be thought bold 
in Writing to you; for the Hope I have of a glo- 


rious Church in that Land, and the Love of Chriſs, 
conſtraineth me. I know, the worthy Servants 


of 


„ — 8 «Vas Mw * — 2 N ; 
ROO TINS edn: ME VIE ne 50 : "oY ; 4 
9 ＋ Q) 2 MY I * . 3 FE . 2 * we n 77 ons” * e 1 e Tt + "0 Y 
b 1 . * A err 3 O 4 


240 Nu. Rutherfoord's 

of Criſt, who once laboured among you, ceaſe 
not to vrĩte to you alſo. Let me intreat you for 
your Prayers for myſelf, the Flock, and Miniſtry, 
and my Fear of a Tra nſportation ſrom this Place 
of the Lok D's Vineyard. Now the very Gop of 


Peace ſanctify you throughout. * en 
you all. 


Wer Brither ond "TOON 25 
ts th Kingdom and Patio of Jeſus Chak, 


. Amwoth, 1639. 3 
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To 


Me. HEN * STEWART 
bis Wife, and two Daughters, all Pri. 
 foners of CHRIST at Duplin. 


 Trah bonoured aid dearly beloved, 


RACE, Mercy and Peace be. to you from 

' Gop our Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
Think it not ſtrange, Beloved in our Lord Feſus, 
that Satan can command Keys of Priſons, and 
Bolts, and Chains; this is a Piece of the Devil's 
Princedom that He hath over the World: Under- 
ſtand our Loxp well in this; be not jealous of his 
Love, though He make Devils and Men his Under- 
Servants to ſcour the Ruſt off your Faith, and 
"purge 955 from your Droſs. And let me chaty: 
"you, Prifoners of Hope, to open your . 


— 
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and to look out by Faith; behold Heaven's Poſt, 
that ſpeedy and ſwift Salvation of Gop, that is 
coming to you. It is a broad River that Faith 
will not look over; it is a broad Sea, that they of 
a lively Hope cannot behold the other Shore of: 
Look over the Water, your Anchor is fixed with - 
in the Vail; the one End of the Cable is about the 
Priſoner of Chri/t, and the other is entered within 
the Vail, whither the Forerunner is entered for you, 
Heb. vi. 19, 20, It can go ſtraight through the 


Fire of the Wrath of Men, Devils, Lofles, Tor- 


tures, Death, and not a Thread of it to be ſinged; 
Men and Devils have no Teeth to bite it in two. 
Hold faſt *till He come: Your Croſs is of the Co- 
lour of Heaven and Chri/t; and that Dye can abide 
the foul Weather, and neither be ſtained nor caſt 
the Colour: When your lovely Jeſus had no bet- 
ter than the Thief's Doom, it is no Wonder that 
your Proceſs be lawleſs; for He was taken, buf- 
feted, whipped, ſpit upon, before He was con- 
victed of any Fault. Oh ſuch a Pair of Sufferers 
as Feſus, and a Piece of guilty Clay, under one 


Yoke! Oh how lovely is the Croſs with ſuch a 


Second! I believe that your Priſon is enacted in 
Gonr's Court, not to keep you *till your Hope 
breathe out its laſt; your Croſs is under Law to 
reſtore you ſafe to your Brethren and Siſters in Chriſi: 
Take Heaven and Chri/'s Bond for a fair Door out 
of your Suffering. It were good to be armed before- 


hand for Death, or bodily Tortures for Chriſt; and 


think what a Crown of Honour it is, that Gop 
hath given you Pieces of living Clay, to be tortur- 
ed Witneſſes for ſaving Truth; and that ye are fo 
happy, as to have ſome Blood to give out for that 
Royal Lox , who hath cauſed you to avouch Him- 
ſelf before Men. Do not wonder to ſee blinded 
Men threaten you with Death and Burial, and to 
raze out Truth's Name: But where will they make 
Vor, XXVII. W a Grave 
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23 Grave for the Goſpel: and the Lord's Bride, 
Earth and Hell ſhall be but little Bounds for their 
Burial; lay all the Clay and Rubbiſh of the whole 
Earth above our Lon ns ſe, yet it will not co- 
ver her, nor hold her down, the ſhall live and not 
die, ſhe ſhall behold the Salvation of Gop. O0 
what Glory is it, to ſuffer for the Lord's Glory 
Nay, though his Seryants had a Body to burn for 
ever for this Goſpel, fo that %s his Glory did 
but _ out of theſe Flames, and out of that burn- 
O what a ſweet Fire! What if the 
A2 0 of's the — were Muſic ians to ſing his 
Praiſes, and the Highneſs of -that Prince of Ages; 
5 — what Love is it in Him, that He will have ſuch 
Muſicians as we are, to tune that Pſalm of his ever- 
laſting Praiſes in Heaven. Oh what ſhining and burn- 
ing Flames of Love are thoſe, that will divide his 
Share of Life, of Heaven and Glory with you A 
Part of his Throne, one Draught of his Wine, 
(his Wine of Glory and Life, that comes from 
under the Throne of Gop and the Lamb) and 
one Apple of the Tree of Life, will more than make 
up all the Expences of Clay lent out for Heaven, We 
have ſhort, narrow and creeping Thoughts of Joju 
and do but ſhape Chi, in our Conceptions, accord- 
ing to ſome created Portraiture!” O ls, lend 
r Help to make Songs of our Faire Standard- 
— mongſt ten thouſand! O Heavens, O Hea- 
ven of Heavens, O glorified Tenants, and trium- 
= g Houtholders with the Lamb, put in new 
Palms of the Excellency of our Bridegroom, and 
help us to ſet Him on high! O Indwellers of 
Earth and Heaven, Sea and Air, and O all ye cre- 
- ated Beings. within the Boſom of this great World, 
come help to ſet on high the Praiſes af aur Lory! 
O Fairneſs of Creatures, bluſh! before his uncreat- 
ed Beauty! O created Strength be amazed before 
0 O 8 
in 
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think Shame of thyſelf before this unparalleled Love 
of Heaven! O Angel of Wiſdom, hide thyſelf 
before our LoRD, whoſe Underſtanding patleth 
finding out! O Sun, in thy ſhining Beauty, put 
on a Web of Darkneſs, and cover thyſelf before 
thy bright Maſter and Maker! Oh who can add 
Glory, by doing or ſuffering, to this Lover! We 
can but bring our Drop to this Sea, and our Candle, 
dim and dark as it is, to this clear Sun of Heaven 
and Earth! We have Cauſe to drink ten Deaths, 
to ſwim through ten Seas, to be at that Land of 
of Praiſes, where we ſhall fee that Wonder, and en- 
joy this Jewel of Heaven's Jewels! O Death, do 
thy utmoſt againſt us! O Torments, O Malice of 
Men and Devils, waſte thy Strength on the Wit- 
neſſes of our Lox Þ's Teſtament? O Devils, bring 

Hell to help you, in tormenting the Followers of 

the Lamb! We will defy you to make us too ſoon 
happy, and to waft us too ſoon over the Water, to 
the Land where the noble Piant, the Plant of Ra- 
notun, groweth. O cruel Time, that ſuſpends our 
deareſt Enjoyments, when we ſhall: be bathed Soul _ 
and Body, in the Depths of this Love! - O Time, 
run faſt! O Motions, mend your Pace! O Well 
beloved, be like a g Roe upon the Mountains 4 
Separation! Hatten-our defired Meeting ; Love 
ſick to hear tell of To-morrow : And what then can 
come wrong to you, O honourable Witneſſes of 
his Truth? Men have no more of you to work 
upon, but fome few Inches of fick Clay: Your 
Spirits are above their Courts; your Souls, your 
Love to Chri/t, your Faith cannot be ſummoned, 
nor . ſentenced; nor accuſed, nor condemned, by 
Pope, Deputy, Ruler or Tyrant; your Faith is 
a free Lord, and cannot be a Captive: All the Ma- 
| lice of Hell and Earth can but hurt the Scabbard of 
a Believer; and Death at the worſt can get but a 
-Clay-Pawn in keeping, 'till your Lox take che 
N | W 2 King's 
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King's Keys, and open your Graves. Therefore 
let a Poſt-way be laid betwixt your Priſon and 
Heaven, and go up and viſit your Treaſure. En- 
Joy your Beloved, and dwell upon his Love, till 


Eternity come in Time's Room, and poſleſs you of 


your eternal Happineſs. Keep your Love to Chr, 
lay up your Faith in Heaven's Keeping, and fol- 
low the Houſe of the Martyrs, that witneſſed a fair 
Confeſſion before Pontius Pilate ; your Cauſe and 
his is all one. The Oppoſers of his Cauſe are like 
drunken Judges, who in their Cups would make 
Laws that the Sun ſhould not riſe and ſhine on the 
Earth; and ſend their Officers and Purſuivants, to 
charge the Sun and Moon to give no more Light 
to the World; and would enact in their Court- 
Books, that the Sea after once ebbing ſhould never 
Row again: But would not the Sun, and Moon, 
and Sea break theſe Acts, and keep their Creator's 
Directions? The Devil, the great Fool, and the 
Father of theſe Under-Fools, is more malicious 
than wiſe, that ſets the Spirits in Earth on Work, 
to contend with Heaven's Wiſdom, and to give 
Mandates and Summons to our Sun, our t Star 
of Heaven, JEsus, not to ſhine, in the Beauty of 
his Goſpel, to the choſen. and bought ones. O 
thou fair Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſe and ſpine in thy 
Strength, whether Earth or Hell will or nat! O vic- 
-Jorious ueror, ride proſperouſly upon Truth; 
firetch out thy Sceptre as far as the Sun ſhines, and 
the Moon waxeth and weaneth! Put on thy glitter- 
ing Crown, O thou Maker of Kings, and make but 
one Step of the whale Earth, and travel in the Great- 
neſs of thy Strength, //a. Ixiii. 1, 2. and let thy Ap- 
parel be red, and all died with the Blood of thy" Ene- 
mies: Thou art righteous Heir to the Kingdoms of the 
#Forld. Laugh ye at the Brain-fick Worms, that 
dare ſay in good earneſt, This Man ſball net reign 
over us; as though they were caſting the Dice for 
. | 1 W Cbriſt's 4 
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Cbriff's Crown, who of them ſhould have it. I 
know, ye believe the Coming of Chriſt's Kingdom; 
believe under a Cloud, and wait for Him, when 
there is no Moon-light nor Star-light: Let Faith 
live and breathe, and lay hold on the ſure Salvation 
of God, when Clouds and Darkneſs are about you. 
Take heed of unbelieving Hearts, which can father 
Lies upon Chr:/? ; beware of, Doth his Promiſe fail 
euer more? Pſal. Ixxvii. 8. for it was a Man 
and not Gop that ſaid it, who dreamed that a Pro- 
miſe of Gop could fail. O ſweet Word of Faith, 
Job. xiii. ver. 15. Though He flay me, yet will I 
truft in Him! PFaith's Eyes can fee through a 
Gloom of Gop, and under it read Gop's Thoughts 
of Love and Peace. Hold faſt Chrift in the Dark; 
ſurely ye ſhall ſee the Salvation of Gop. I profeſs, 
it ſhould beſeem Men of great Parts, rather than 
me, to write to you; but I love your Cauſe, and 
muſt intreat the Help of your Prayers, in this my 
weighty Charge here, for the Univerſity and Pul- 
pit, and that ye would intreat your Acquain- 
tance alſo to help me. Grace be with you all. 
Amen. Your Brother and Companion , 

in the Patience and Kingdom 

Jesus Cnxrer, 


Wy 
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Mues bireared and dear Fri, 
(yt Mercy and Peace be to you. The 
8 neceſſary Impediments of my Calling have 
hitherto kept me from making a Return to your 
| , T 
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Letter, the Heads whereof I ſhall now briefly an- 
ſwer; 1 approve your going to the Fountain, when 
Een Ciſtern is dry: Ye commend his free 

ove; and it is well done: Oh if I could help you, 
and if I could gather an Earth-full and an Heaven - 
full of Tongues, to raiſe a Song of Praiſes to: Him, 
betwixt the Faſt and Weſt-End, and furtheſt Points 
of the broad Heaven! Come, come, dear Friend, 
and be. paincd, that the King's Wine-Cellar of 


free Love, and his Banqueting-houſe, ſhould be ſo 


abundant, fo overflowing, and your ſhallow Veſſel 
fo little, to take in ſome Part of that Love: But 


ſince it cannot come in you, for Want of Room, 
enter yourſelf in this Sea of Love, and breathe un- 


der theſe Waters, and die of Love, and live as one 
dead and drowned of this Love. Your Troubles 
are many and great, yet not an Qunce-weight be- 
yond the Meaſure of infinite Wiſdom, nor beyond 
the Meaſure of Grace that He is to beſtow ;.- for our 
Loxp never yet brake the Back of his Child. O 
what Bonds hath our Chirurgeon of broken Spirits, 
to bind up all his lame and bruiſed-ones with! Caſt 
* disjointed Spirit in his Lap, and lay your 

urden upon One, who is ſo willing to take your 
Cares and your Fears off you, and to exchange 


your Crofles, and to give you new for old, and 


Gold for Iron, even to give you Garments of 
Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. Wait on 'till 


He return with Salvation, and cauſe you to rejoice 
in the latter End. It is not much to complain; but 


rather believe than complain, and fit in the Duſt, 
and cloſe your Mouth, till He make your Light 
2 again: For your Afflictions are not eternal, 
ime will end them, and ſo ſhall ye at length fee 
the Loro's Salvation; his Love n 
is ſil] working for you; his Salvation ſhall not 
nor linger; and Suffering for Him is the no- 


* 


bleft Croſs that is out of Heaven: Your Lox ay 
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che Choice of ten thouſand other Croſſes to exer- 
ciſe you with; but his Wiſdom and his Love choſe 
out this for you, beſide them all; and take it as a 
choice one, and make uſe of it, ſo as ye look to 
this World as your Step-mother, in your borrow- 
ed Priſon; for it is a Love-look to Heaven, and 
the other Side of the Water, that Gop ſeeketh : 
And this is the Fruit, the Flower, and Bloom grow- 
ing out of your Croſs, that ye be a' dead Man t6 
Time, to Clay, to Gold, to Country, to Friends, 
Wife, and Children, and all Pieces of created No- 
things; for in them there is not a Seat nor a Bottom 
for our Love. O what Room is for your Love (if 
it were as broad as the Sca) up in Heaven and in 
Gop! And what what would not Chriſt give for 
our Love? Gop gave fo much for your Soul; and 
bleſſed are ye if ye have a Love for Him, and can 
call in your Soul's Love from all Idols, and can 
make a Gop of Gop, a Gop of Chrift, and draw a 
Line betwixt your Heart and Him. If your Delive- 
rance come not, Cbriſſ's Love muſt ſtand as Surety 
for your Deliverance, till your Lox o ſend it in 
his bleſſed Time; for Chr:/? hath many Salvations, 
if we could ſee them: And I would think it better-. 
born Comfort and Joy, that cometh from the Faith 
of Deliverance, and the Faith of his Love, than 
that which cometh from Deliverance itſelf. Ir is 
not much Matter, if ye find Eaſe to your aflifted” 
Soul, what be the Means, either of your own witfh-' 
ing, or of Gop's chuſing; the latter I am ſure is 
beſt, and the Comfort ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt. Let 
the Lon abſolutely have the Ordering of your 
Troubles, and put tbem off you, by recommending: - 
your Furnace to Him, who hath Skill to melt his 

own Metal, and knoweth well what to do with his 

Furnace; let your Heart be willing that Gop's 

Fire have your Tin, aud Braſs, and Droſs. Now 
take Chr in with you under your Yoke, _— 
r* F 7 ; - l | "MJ 
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Patience have ber gef mort: The Lots is f. 


ng. up to do you Good in thelatter End: See Him 

ing and haſting towards you, Help me with 

our Prayers for this People, this College, and my 
pwn poor Soul. Grace be with you, % 


5 


St. Andrews, | Yours in Chriſt le, 
Feb. 13, 1640. 
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RACE, Mercy and Peace be to you. 1 wiſh 

I could ſpeak or write what might do Good 

to your Ladyſhip ; eſpecially now when ye cannot 
but have deep Thoughts of the Ways of the Lokp, 
in taking away, with a ſudden 10 wonderful 
Stroke, your e and Friends. It is true, 
ou Brethren ſaw not many Summers; but adore. 
the Soyereignty of the great Potter, who maketh 
and marreth his Clay-Veſſels, when and how it 
pleaſeth Him. The 2 garden is abſolutely his 
own, and all that groweth in it: The Flowers are 
his own: If ſome be but Summer-Apples, He may 
luck them down before others. O what Wiſdom 

| 4, to believe, and not to diſpute; to ſubject the 
hts to his Court, and not to repine at any. 

Act op his Juſtice ! He hath done it, all Fleſh be 
ſdent. It. is impoſſible to be ſubmiſſive and religi- 


aully | patient ye ſtay your Thoughts among the 


confuſed Nelnag of ſecond” Cauſes; as, Oh che 


Place 


8 R. 


Sa 
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Place ! Oh the Time! Oh, if this had been, this 
had.not followed ! Oh the linking of this Accident 


with this Time and Place ! Look up to the Maſter- 
Motion and the firſt Wheel; ſee and read the De- 
cree of Heaven and the Creator of Men, who 
breweth Death to his Children, and the Manner of 
it: And they ſee, who have Eyes to ſee thro' one Side 
of a Mountain to the other, who can take up his 
Ways; Ho unſearchable are his Fudgments, and 
his Ways peſt finding out ! His Providence halteth 
not, but goeth even; yet were they not the greateſt 
Sinners, upon whom the Tower of Siloam fell. 
Was not Time's Leaſe expired, and the Sand of 
Heaven's Sand-Glaſs ſet by our Loxp run out? 
Is not he an unjuſt Debtor, who payeth due Debt 


with Chiding. Yet, Madam, live upon the Faith 


of his Love, whoſe Arrows are pointed with Love 
to his own, and who knoweth how to take you 
and yours out of the Roll and Book of the Dead. 
As I would not wiſh, neither do I believe your 
Ladyſhip doth deſpiſe ; ſo neither faint. Read and 
ſpell aright all the Words and Syllables in the Viſi- 
tation, and miſcal neither Letter nor Syllable in it. 


What is Wrath to others, is Mercy to you and 


your Houſe. It is Faith's Work to challenge Loy- 
ing · kindneſs out of all the rougheſt Strokes of Gop. 
Do that for the Lo p, which ye will do for Time; 
Time will calm your Heart at that which Gop hath 
done, and let our Lord have it now. What Love 


ye did bear to Friends now dead, ſeeing they ſtand 


now in no Need of it, let it fall as a juſt Legacy to 
Chrift. O how ſweet, to put out many . * 
vers, and to put in Crit It is much for our half- 
lain Affections to part with that which we believe 
we have Right to: But the Servant's Will ſhould 
be our will 3 and he is the beſt Servant, who re- 
taineth leaſt of his own Will, and moſt of his 
Strokes upon his ſecret Ones come _ 


. 2560 . Rutherfoord's 
the ſoft and heavenly Hand of the Mediator, and 
his Rods are ſtee in that River of Love, that 
cometh from the Gop-Man's Heart of our loving 
and redeeming Jeſus. Time's Thread is ſhort, 
and ye are upon the Entry of Heaven's Harveſt, and 
brit, the Field of Heaven's Glory, is white and 
:ripe-like, the Loſſes that I write of to your Lord- 
r are but Summer-Showers, that will only wet 
your Garments for an Hour or os and the Sun 
of - then New Jeruſalem ſhall quic ay dry the wet 
tally ſeeing Rains or Affliction cannot 

— hs ns 09a ge of Gop. Day-lig ht is 2 when 
; and this 
Him, whom 
dare- — leave howbeit He ſhould flay you, 
I cloſe with a doubled Mercy. Ir is Time for 
Faith to hold faſt as much of -Chyif as ever ye had, 
and to cleave cloſer to Him; ſeeing Ch loveth 
— believed in, and truſted to. The eo gl of 
g Strength upon one that is mighty to fave, is 
more than — can think. That — of Service 
-of, believing in a ſmiting Redeemer, is a precious 
Part of ce. what Glory to Him, to 
lay the Burden of our Heaven upon Him, that pur- 


ſuch a Morni -Darkneſs is upon 
Trial of your Chriſtian Mind towar 
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Toving Sifter, | 2 . in ond 


""Racr, Mercy and Peace be to you. If ye have 
any Thing better than the Huſband of your 
Youth, ye are Jeſus Cbriſt's Debtor for it; pay not 
then your Debts with grudging. Sorrow may dimi- 


niſh the ſweet Fruit of Righteouſneſs; but Quiet» 


neſs, Silence, Submiſſion, and Faith, put a Crown 
upon your ſad Loſſes. | Ye know whoſe Voice the 
Voice of a crying Rod is, Micub vi. 9. The Name 
and Majeſty of the LoxD is written on the Rod : 
read and be inſtructed. Let Chri/t have the Room 
of the Huſband : He hath now no need of you, or 
of your Love; for he enjoyeth as much of the 
Love of Chriſt, as his Heart can be capable of. I 
confeſs, it is a deur- bought Experience, to teach 
you to undervalue the Creature; yet it is not too 
dear, if Chrift think it ſo. I know, that your 
Thoughts againſt his going thither, the Way and 
Manner of his Death, the Inſtruments, the Place, 
the Time, will not eaſe your Spirits, except ye xiſe 
higher than ſecond Cauſes, and be filent becauſe 
the LoxÞD hath done it; if we meaſure the Goings 
of the Almighty and his Ways, the Bottom where- 
of we ſee not, we quite miſtake GoD. O how lit- 
tle a Portion of Gop ſee we ! He is far above our 
narrow Thoughts ; He ruled the World in Wiſdom, 
before we, Creatures of Yeſterday, were born, and 
mall rule it, when we ſhall be lodging beſide the 

Pe Worms 
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Worms and Corruption. Only learn heavenly 
Wiſdom, Self-denial, and Mortification by this ſad 
Loſs. 1 know that it is not for nothing (except ye 
deny Gop to be wiſe in all he doth) that ye have 
loſt one in Earth: There hath been too little of 
your Heart in Heaven, and therefore the Jealouly 
of Cbriſt hath done this; it is a Mercy that He con- 
tendeth with you and all your Loveis. I-ſhould 
deſire no greater Favour for myſelf, than that Cr;} 
took ſuch Bonds upon himſelf ;. ſuch an one! 
have, and ſuch a Soul I cannot live in Heayen 
without, John x: 16. And believe it, it is incom- 
prehenfible Love, that Cbrift faith, I enjoy th: 
Glory of my Father, and the Crown of Heaven far 4. 
bove Men and Angels, I muſt uſe all Means, tho ni. 
ver ſo violent, to have the Company of ſuch an one fir 
ever. If with the Eyes of Wiſdom, as a Child of 
Wiſdom, ye juſtify your Mother, the Wiſdom d 
_ Gop (whoſe Child ye are) ye ſhall kiſs and embrace 
this Loſs, and ſee much of Chrift in it. Believe 
and ſubmit, and refer the Event of the Trial, to 
your heavenly Father, who numbereth all yau 
Hairs : And put Chriſt in his own Room in your 
Love; it may be He hath either been out of Hi 
own Place, or in a Place of Love inferior to His 
Worth. Repair Chrift in all His Wrongs done to 
Him, and love Him for a Huſband ; and He, that i; 
a Huſband to the Widow, ſhall be that to you, 
which He hath taken from you. Grace be with 


Your ſympthizing Brother, 
1645. RAY X. 
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ROAR e eee 
BARBARA HAMILTON, 
Loving Sifter, A 1 271 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you. I have 
heard with Grief, that Netocaſtle hath taken 
one more, in a bloody Account, even your Son- 
in-law, and my Friend; but I hope ye have learned 
that much of Chri/?, as not to look to Wheels rol- 
led round about on Earth: Earthen Veſſels are not 
to diſpute with their Former; Pieces of ſinning Clay 
may, by reaſoning and contending with the Potter, 
mar the Work of him, who has his Fire in Zion, 
and his Furnace in Feruſalem z as Bullocks wreſtling 
in the Furrow, make their Yoke more heavy: In 
Quietneſs and Reſt ye ſhall be ſaved: If Men do a- 
ny Thing, we may aſk both, who did it? And, 
what is ; And why ? When Gop hath done 
any Thing, we are to enquire who hath done it ? 
and to know that this cometh from the Lok, 
who is wonderful in Counſel ; but we are not to 
aſk what or why? If it be from the Lon (as cer- 
tainly there is no Evil in the City without him, 
Amos iii. 6.) it is enough; the faireſt Face of His 
ſpotleſs Way is but coming, and ye are to believe 
his Works as well as his Word. Violent Death 
is a Sharer with Chrift in his Death, which was 
violent : It maketh not much what Way we go 
to Heaven; the happy Home is all, where the 
Roughneſs of the Way ſhall be forgotten. He 


ls Hone Home to a Friend's Houſe, and made 
OL, XXVIII. X wel- 
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welcome, and the Race is ended: Time is re- 
compenſed with Eternity. God's Order is in 
Wiſdom, the Huſband goes Home before the Wife, 
and the Throng of the Market ſhall be over before 
it be long, and another Generation where we now 
are; and at 4 an empty Houſe, and not one 
of Mankind be upon the Earth; within the 
ſixth Part of an wa ga after, the Earth and the 


N Works that are therein wiltbe burnt up with Fire: 


We cannot teach the Almighty Knowledge; when 
He was directing the Bullet againſt his Servant, to 


fetch out the Soul, no wiſe Man could cry to Gon, 


« Wrong; wrong, Lonp, for he is thine own.” 
There is no Miſt over his Eyes, who is wonderful 
in Counſel ; if Zian be, builded with your Son- 
in-law's Blood, the Lok p (deep in Counſel) can 
glew together the Stones of Zion with Blood, and 
Ay hee Blood which is precious in his Eyes. 

hath fewer. Labourers in his Vineyard " 
file d; but ſome more Witneſſes for his Cauſe. 
What is Chr: %s Gain, is: not your. Loſs ;. let not 
* and wile Will, be your un- 
believing Sorrow... , Though: I. Blu judge I had 
had Intereſt in 8 e becauſe he 
r pes I had of 
his ſucceſsful laboutimg in the Miniſtry.: I know 
he now praiſeth the Grace that he nbd} to preach. 
Give Glory. therefore to Chrift, as he now. doth, 


_ and, ſay, Thy Will be done.“ The. e 


ation wry eh, W 
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Race, Mercy webe you. If Death, 
which is before you and us all, were any 
= T maß but a friendly Diſſolution, it would 
ſeem 2 hard Voyage, to —— ſuch a dark 
Trance, ſo thorny a Valley, as is the Wages of 
Sin: But Lam conſident, the Way ye know, tho 
2 Foot never trod in that black Shadow; the 
of Life is Gain to you: If Chrift Feſus be the 
Lodging, at the End of your Journey, there is no 
Fear, ye goto a Friend; and fince ye have had 
Communion-with Him in "this Life,'and He hath a 
Pledge df yours, even the largeſt Share of your | 
Heart, ye may look Death in the Face with Joy. 
If the & hs in Megs; the Reemnaavr of yu 
cannat be kept the Priſoner of the fecond Death: 
But tho” He * the fame Ol riſt in the other Life; 
Je found Him to be here; yet He is ſo far, in his 
xcellency, Beauty, Sweetneſs, and Beams of Ma- 
zeſty, above what He appeared here, when He is 
ſeen as He is, that He ſhall appear a new Criſt; 
and the Ointment of his Name out on 
mall appear to have more of Gos, and a 


vou, 
tronger Smell of Heaven, of Eternity, of a God - 


Head, of Majeſty and Glory there than here: As 
"Water at che n Apples in the Orchard, and 


| Selide the Tree, have 2 their native Sweet- 


X 2 neſs 
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neſs, Taſte, and Beauty, than when tranſported to 
us ſome hundred miles. I mean not that Chr it 
can loſe any of his Sweetneſs in the carrying, or 
that He in bis Godhead can be changed to the work, 
betwixt the little Spot of the Earth ye are in, and 
the Right-hand of the Father, far above all 
vens ; but the Change will be in 5 when yo 
on” have new Senſes, and the Soul ſhall be a mon 
N nd. more capacious Veſſel, to take in more 
; and when Means: the Charice the Goſ- 
pel, that He is now carried in, and Ordinayces 
that convey Him, ſhall be removed. Sure ye can- 
+ not now be ſaid to fee Him Face to Face, or to 
drink of the Wine of the higheſt Fountain, or to 
take in Seas of freſh Love. Immediately without 
Veſſels, or Meſſengers, at the Fountain! itſelf, as 
ye ſhall do a few Days hence, when ye ſhall be fo 
near as to be with Chr it. Te would (no doubt) 
beſtow a Day's Journey, yea, many Days Jour- 
ney on Earth, to go up to Heaven, and fetch 
down any Thing of Criſt; how much more may 
ye be willing to make a Journe * 9 in Per- 
ſon to Heaven, (it is no loſt ined 
Eternity) to enjoy the full Godhead? He is not 
there, as he is here with us, in a Drop of Grace 
and 'Sweetneſs ; but in his Marriage-Robe of Glo- 
ry, richer, more coſtly, more precious, than a 
million of Worlds. h the Well is deep! Ye 
ſhall then think that Preachers on. Earth, did but 
-mar his Praiſes, when they ſpoke of Him. Alas | 
we but make Chri black, and leſs lovely, in 
making ſuch dry, and cold, and low Expreſſions 
of his tranſcendent Super- excellency. Go and 
ſee, and we deſire to go with you. If in * 
Journey, ye tread on a Serpent in 
thereby w your Heel, as Jeſus Chrift 1 Ja bo 
has e ac ec Re ound tall yo be 
E f 1 2 * . known 
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knowts at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. Death is 


but a Step over Time and Sin to Chrift, who knew 
and felt the worſt of Death; for Death's Teeth 
hurt Him: We know Death hath no Teeth now, 
no Jaws, for they are broken ; it is a free Pri- 
ſon, Citizens pay nothing for the Grave; the Goa» 
ler, Who had the Power of Death, is deſtroyed 2 
Praiſe and Glory be to the Firſt-begotten of the 
Dead. The worſt that may be, is, that you leave 
behind you Children, Huſband, and the Church of 


| Gop in Miſeries; but ye cannot get them to Hea- 


ven with you for the preſent ; ye ſhall not miſs 
them, and Chrif cannot miſcount one of the poor- 


eſt of His Lambs. Ye ſhall ſee them again in the 
Day that the Son ſhall render up the Kingdom to 


his Father. The Evening of every poor Hireling 
is coming; the Church of Chri/?'s Sun in this Life 
is declining low: Nat a Soul of the Militant Com- 
ny will be here within a few Generations; our 
and will ſend for them all. It is a rich Mer- 
cy, we are not married to Time longer than.the 
Courſe be finiſhed. Ye may rejoice, that ye g 
not to Heaven till ye knew that Jeſus is there be- 
fore you, then when ye come thither,. at your firſt 
Entry, ye may find the Smell of his Myrrh, Aloes,. 


and Caſha. And this firſt Salutation of His will. 


make you find it is no- uncomfortable Thing to- 
die. Go and enjoy your Gain; live on Ghriff's 
Love while ye are here, and all the Way. As. 
for the Church ye leave behind you, the Govern-- 


ment is upon Chri/fs Shoulders, and He will: 

2 for the Blood of his Saints: The Baſh hath 
en burning above a thouſand Y ears; and we ne- 

ver yet ſaw the Aſhes: of this Fire : Yet a little. 


While, and the Viſion ſhall not tarry; it ſhall 
Speak and not Lie. I am more afraid.of my Du- 
ty, than of the Head of Chri/f's Government: He 
* 8 X 3 cannot 
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cannot fail to bring Judgment to Victory. O chat 
we could wait for our hidden Life! O that Chris 
would remove the Covering, draw aſide the Cur- 
tain: of Time, and rend the Heavens and come 
down ! Oh that the Night were gone, that the Day 
would break, and He that feedeth among theLillies 


would cry to his heavenly. Trumpeters, « Make 


ready, let us go down and fold together the four 
Corners of the World!“ His Grace be with you. 
Now, if I have found Favour with you, and if ye 
judge me faithful, my laſt Suit to you is, that ye 
would leave me a ay and that is, that my 
Name may be at the very laſt in-your Prayers ; as 
1 defire alfo. it may be in the Prayers of thoſe of 
= Chriſtian Acquaintance. with whom ye have 
intimate. 1 1 | 


Yaur Brother in hit ewn Lorp. sus, 


ee, : 4] #1 
Jan. 9, 1646. _ | To, . 
| 'T O..T HE | 


VISCOUNTESS' of KENMURE. 
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i Mapan, | Ii T 
Race, Mercy and Peace be unto you. I 

_ IF know ye are near many Comforters, and 
-” that A airy Comforter: is near alſo ; yet, be- 
cauſe I found your Ladyſhip comfortable to. myſelf 


in my fad Days, it is my Part, (howbeit I can do 
little, Gop knoweth) to ſpeak to you in Jour 
„  ©d 1i* 
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Wilderneſs- Lot. I know, dear and noble Lady, 
this Loſs of your dear Child came upon you, one 
Part of it after another; ye was looking for it, 
and now the Almighty bath brought on you that 
which ye feared; your Lokp e you lawful 
Warning: And I hope for His Sake, who brew- 
ed this Cup in Heaven, G5 will gladly drink, and 
ſalute and welcome the Croſs. I am ſure, it is 
not your Lox 's Mind to feed you with Judgment 
and Wormwood. I know your Cup is ſugared 
with Mercy; and that the withering of the Bloom, 
the Flower of worldly Joys, is for no other End 
but to buy out the Reverſion of your Heart and 
Love. Madam, ſubſcribe to the Almighty's Will; 
put your Hand to the Pen, and let the Crofs of 
your Lord JEsUs have your ſubmiſſive and re- 
ſolute AMEN. If ye aſk and try whoſe this 
Croſs is? I dare fay, it is not all your own, the 
beſt half of it is Chris. J/a. Ixiii. 9. In all 
their Mflictions He was afflictrd : Chriſt bore the 
firſt Stroke of this Croſs, it rebounded off Him 
| upon you. And I believe, for my Part, He 
? mindeth to diſtil Heaven out of this Loſs, and all 
others the like; for Wiſdom deviſed it, and Love 
laid it on, and Chri/t owneth it as his own, and 
putteth your Shoulder only beneath a Piece of it. 
Take it with Joy as no baſtard Croſs, but as a 
Viſitation of Gopwell- born; and ſpend the reſt of 

your appointed Time, till your Change come, in 
the Work of Believing ; and let Faith, that never 
yet made a Lie to you, fpeak for Gopꝰ Part of it, 
He will not, He doth not make you a Sea or a N bal, 
that He keepeth- yon in Ward, Job vii. 12 It ma 
de, ye think not many of the Children of Gov i 
ſuch a hard Caſe as yourfelf ; but what would ye 
think of ſome, who would exchange Afflictions, 
and give you to the Boot? But n | 
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be your own alone, and-Ghrj/?'s together. I con- 
fes it ſeemed ſtrange to me, that your Lon ſhould 
have done that, which ſeemeth to daſtre all your 
A Hhagmark by whine 
Alm ty's eignty ; b on our 
Right-hand, and on our Leſt-hand, and we ſee 
Him not: We ſee but Pieces of the broken Links 
of the Chain of His Providence, and He :copgeth 
the Wheels of his own Providence, that we ſee not. 
O letthe Former work His own Clay in what Frame 
He pleaſcth ! Shall any teach the Almighty Know- 
ledge ? If He purſue dry Stubble, who dare fay, 
4 What doſt Thou?” Do not wonder to ſee the 
Judge of the World weave in one Web, your 
Mercies and the Judgments of the Houſe of Ken- 
mire : He can make one Web of Contraries. But 
my weak Advice were for you, dear and worthy 
Lady, to fee how far Mortification goeth on, and 
what Scum the Lok p's Fire caſteth out of you. I 
know, ye ſee your Knottineſs, ſince our Loy 


* 


heweth plaineth you; and the glancing of the 
Furnace is to let you ſee what Froth is in Nature, 
that muſt be boiled out, and taken off in the Fire 

of your Trials. I do not fay, heavier Afiitions 

propheſy heavier Guiltineſs ; a Croſs is often but 

a falſe Prophet in this Kind: But I am ſure,” our 

Lon would have the Tin, and the Baſtard-metal 
zn you removed ; leſt the Loxp ſay, The Ba. 
dots are burnt, the Lead is conſumed in the Fire, 
She Founder melteth in vain, Jer-vi. 29. And 1 ſhal 
Light, 2s not to practiſe this ſo neceſſary a Duty, 
$0 concur: with him in this bleſſed Deſign. It is 3 
Cbriftian. Art, to comfort yourſelf in the-Lozp ; 
40 ſay, „I wag obliged te render back this Child 
ta the Giver; and if I have had four Years Loan 
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the LoxD hath kept Condition with me. Ma: 
dam, I would I could divide Sofrow with yous 
for your Eaſe; but I am but a Beholder, it is 
eaſy to me to ſpeak : The Gos of Comfort ſpeak 
to you, and: allure you with his Love. My Re- 
moval from my Flock is ſo heavy to me, that it 
maketh my Life a Burden to me; I had never ſuch 
a Longing for Death: The Lord help and hold 
up fad Clay. Grace be with you. 
T1. v15uimth 20+ 1 own bas blo We 
1, 1049. at all Obedience in Chriſt, 
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Mifireſs CRAIG, upon the Death of her 
Son, who was drowned in a River. 


OU have fo learned Chris, that now in the 
Furnace, what is Droſs, and what ſhining 
Faith, muſt come forth. I heard of the Re- 
moval of your Son: Since it is according to the ſpot- 
lefs and holy Will of the LoxD, where, and be- 
fore what Witneſſes, and in what Manner, whe- 


ther by a Fever, the Mother being at the Bed-ſide, 
or ſome other Way in a far Country, your ſafeſt will 
be, to be ſilent, and command the Heart to utter 


ws repining and fretting Thoughts of yy Dos 


— 8 8 
* L : 
— % 1 
# oy - A 


<< 1 4228 — 4 1 
6k! a * 


E 


F d AAA ˙ mw A ²⁰ Roe", 


262 V.. Rutherfootd'3 


ard of Diſpute, the precious Vouth is perfected 
and gloriſied. 2. Had the Youth lain pained beſide 
a witneſfing Mother, it had been Pain and Grief 
lengthened. out to you in many Portions, and every 
257 10 — have been 2 h: Now his 
ajeſty hath, in ene 1 br to your 

Ears che News, and hath not divided the Grief in 
many. 3. It was not'Yelterday's*Thaugkt, or the 
other Year's Statute, but a Counſel of the Lorp 
of old; and, Who can teach the Almighty Know- 
ledge? 4. There is no Way of guieting the Mind, 
id of ſiſeneing the Hears of a Mother, but godly 
Submiſſion : The readieſt Way for Peace and Cor. 
ſolatiom to Clay-veſſels, is, that it is a Stroke of 
the Potter and Former of all Things; I know your 
Light, and I hope your Heart alfo will yield : It i 


nipotent LorD; let the Pull go with Him, for He 

is ſtrong; and ſay, Thy Hill be done in Earth, « 

it is in Heaven. F. His holy Method and Order is 

to. be adored: Sometime the Huſband before the 

er and ſometime the Son before the Mother; 
ath-the only wiſe Gon ordered: And when be 

is ſent oe Baths not loſt, in 27 hi 1 give 

Thanks, 6. Meditate not too much on the Circum- 

ſtances; the Mother was not Witnefs to the la 
Sight, cannot get Leave to im «the! Son, nor to 
wWCeep over his Grave, and he Was in a ſtrange 
Tand: There is a Hke. Nearneſs to Heaven, out & 
Ale Countries, of. the Eatth. . It. is Art ad ti 
i- of Faith, to asd what the Lou p writes up 
1e Craſa; oſten We miſcall Words and. Seutenes 
.of ithe Croſs, and either put Nonſenſe on his Roch 
or burden his Majeſty with Slanders and Miſtakes 
hen He minis for us Thaughts of Naaee and Lo 
eue m/ to dotus Gao anche latuet Cud. 8. W 

90121 1 


89 — rr F A uo: 7c... oa__ 


LET TBARS fs 


a bad Way of wilful 2 of a Sm 
and not digeſting it, or laying it out emory 
without _ ViQoriouſnels of Faith the Lox 
who forbids fainting, forbids alſo deſpiſing: But is 
is eaſter to SERA tan to ſuffer; the only wiſe 
Loan furniſh Patience. Geace de with you... N 


4 m in the Lono. 


. 1 * 
May 4, 1660. 


8. K. 


i T.0 | 
| | je oft one Stink. oh 
Dear Nele gn g 50 lags 71 


we ſtumble not a lit- 
tle at. 5 Hd-as of holy Providence: Some earthly 
Men flouriſhing as a Duel, © By and the People 
of Gap counted as heep for the Slaughter,, 
killed all the Day long; and yet doth Word 
22 ſe, agd, Works . 1 Him, 

ſe Ways are equal, an tleſs. | 
for me, w "Ii think of, Gops Diſpenſations, fl. 
might juſtly have brought to 8 he Market · Croſs, and 
to the Light, my ay: 8 which 


would have been no ſmall Reproach to the. hol 


N of 9 but in Mercy; N 
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theſe, and carved out more honourable Cauſts vf 
Suffering, of which we are unworthy. And now, 
dear Brother, much depends upon the Manner 
of Suffering, eſpecially, that his precious Truths be 
_ owned with all heavenly Boldneſs ; and a Reaſon 
of our Hope given in Meekneſs and Fear; and the 
royal Crown of our LoxD JESUS CHRIST, the 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth, avouched : Yet 
there are a few Names in the Land, that have not 
defiled their Garments ; and a holy Seed, on whom 
the LorD will have Mercy, like the four or five 
Olive-Branches upon the Top of the ſhaken Olive- 
Tree, and their Eye ſhall be toward the Loxp 
their Maker. Think it not ſtrange, that Men de- 
viſe againſt you ; whether it be to Exile, the Earth 
is the Lord's; or perpetual Impriſonment, the 
Lord is your Light and Liberty; or a violent and 
publick » for the Kingdom of Heaven con- 
ſiſts in a fair Company of glorified Martyrs and 
Witneſſes, of whom Jeſus Chrift is the chief Wit-. 
neſs, who for that Cauſe was born, and came into 
the World, Happy are ye, if you give Teſtimony 
to the World of your prefecing THe Chri/t to all 
Powers; and the Lokp will make the Innocency 
of his deſpiſed Witneſſes in this Land to ſhine to 
After-penerations, and will take the Man-child up 
to Gop and to his Throne, and prepare a hidden 
Place in the Wilderneſs for the Mother, and cauſe 
the Earth to help the Woman. Be not terrified ; 
fret not: Forgive your Enemies: Bleſs and curſe 
not; for, bog + both 8 ſhould be ſilent, 
heavy is 2 — and Indignation from the 
LoxD, that is abiding the unfaithful Watchmen 
of the Church of Scutland. The Souls under the 
Altar are crying for Juſtice, and there is an Anſwer 
returned already: The Lord's Salvation will not 


tarry: Caſt the Burden of Wife and Children bs 


1 
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the Lox D CHRIST, He cares for you and them: 
Your Blood is precious in his Sight. The ever- 
laſting Conſolations of the Loxp bear you up, and 
give you Hope: For your Salvation ( if not Delive- 


e is concluded. 


| | Your own Brather, 
Ft. 3 


Feb. 15. 1661. 
S.R. 
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quaints Timothy with the iran 
ſue in Aſter- l how Men, 
* Strictneſa, would Wy — - 


270 The Happy Aſcetic: Or 
like an indulgent Father permitted to | is Crea- 
tures; and under Pretence of doin oing, more than 


Gob hath commanded; ſet up che Kingdom of 
e and Marrs, 0 det to he World, ws 

r over to the World, that 
they are more are with bein idle Fancies, 
and Inventions, than the Will of WN bleſſed 
for evermore. 72 wn 


Whoever they 1 be he aims at, they are not 
Men, FRAU. ay of Mortification, with a pious 
Intent bdue their Luſts, voluntarily abſtain 
from either; for ſuch Spiritual Exerciſes many 
good Men, and excellent Servants of Gop, did 
always uſe. That Dazieh, and his Companions, 
St. Matthew, and St. James, abſtained altogether 
from Fiſh and Fleſh, and all Things that had 
Life, is aſſerted by 7ofc /pbus, Clemens Alezandrinus, 
and Sr. Auſtin; and Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory fpeaks 
of e, Ohympias, and divers others, that liv- 
ed altogether upon Herbs and Fruits of the Earth: 

Some, becauſe they thought it wholſomer ; and 
others, becauſe they look'd upon it as a Means to 
promote Seriouſneſs and Heavenly-mindedneſs; 
which makes St. Chryſaſlome commend thoſe that 
could do ſo. But theſe Chaiſtians, that were thus 
temperate, neither condemned thoſe that eat Fleſh, 
nor preſcribed theſe Rules, as neceſſary to others; 
much leſs had they any Abhorreney from Fleſh 
or Marriage, as Things unlawful. Thoſe, the 
Apoſtle reproves here, were Men that both com- 
manded ſuch Abſtinence, and declared . 
Fleſh, and Marrying AC. and 
—— 2 * v1 _— . 


In the Dochinal Part, whidb begins-atithie Ert 
Verde, he conſiders Trmothy as à Chriſtian and 2 
n and * preſcribes 2 


e Be. Exerciſe.” 271 


to be obſerved by him in that double Capacity. 
The Church in thoſe Days was already infeſted 
by ravenous Wolves, Men whom the Devil ſent 
into the World to oppoſe the Deſign of Chriſtia+ 
nity, and to keep deluded Mortals in Sin and Er- 
ror. Theſe falſe Prophets, _ by a more 
cunning Maſter, invented various Ways to under - 
mine the new Proſelytes of Chriſtianity. Some- 
times they boaſted of their Learning and Wiſdom, 
and fought to render the Wiſdom of the Croſs 
contemptible: Sometimes they made the World 
believe, that they knew great Myſteries, which 
the true Apoſtles were e of; and particu- 
larly Simon Magus's Diſciples would tell ſtrange 
Stories of the Cauſe of Good and Evil, of the Bat- 
tle of Angels, and of the Creation of the World, 
which the Apoſtle, ven. 7. calls Profane, and old 
lives Fables; and therefore doth charge Timothy 
to deſpiſe them, and mind nobler Things, ſuch 
as terided to the Advancement of Gob's Glory, 
the Church's Good, and his on Joy in the Day 
of our LoxD JEsus, whereof Spiritual Exerciſes, 
in the Ways of Godlineſs, are chief: Therefore, 
faith he, exerciſe thyſelf rather unto Godlineſs. 


Hh 2 ts” . >; * as 5 


Brronxx I enter upon any Particulars of this 
Exerciſe, I muſt endeavour to convince my Re- 
der, that this Exhortation concerns all Chriſtians, 
and not Miniſters only: Frue, it is addreſſed to 
Timothy a Clergyman, but not as a Biſhop, but as 
a Chriſtian; and the Apoſtle charges this Duty 
upon him, not becauſe he was an Evangeliſt, but 
becauſe he had embraced the Chriſtian Faith, and 
been baptized. in the Name of the Lon D Jtsvs'; 
and this is evident from hence, becauſe what is 
here ſpoken to Timathy, is in other Places of Scrip · 
ture enjoined to Chriſtians in general, Phil. iv. 8. 
2 Pet. i. 5, 6. 2 Pet. ii. 11. Colo iii. 12, 13, -> 
SW 4 IS, C. 


4.40 mr 14, 28, &c. And 
as good a Plea, That Contentedneſt, 
— Sin, and loving Gon, and 
. he Holy Scriptures, Merkneſs, Patience, 

a live Haba, are not Virtues: belonging to 
Lay«men, becauſe they are recommended to Ti. 
methy in theſe two Epiſtles, as to e this 
"_— Imports no en Nn nr 24 iy 


1 ohn. A conſider, chad theſe Excuſes will 
be accepted in the laſt Day! If Holineſs be a 
Miniſter's Duty only, what makes you repent on 
your Death - beds, that you have not minded it 
more? What makes you ſend for us to cloath 
you with the Garments of Righteouſneſs, when 
your Souls are to another World? What 
makes the A write ſo many Epiſtles: to their 
\Hearers ? And what makes them fill their Epiſtles 
with ſo many pathetical Exhortations to this? 
Nay, What do you come to Church for? Is it 
nly to hear us talk; Is. it only to divert your- 
res? Is it only to paſs away the Eime? Is it 
nt to learn your Work? Is it not 3g LEnaw the 
Taſk God requires at your Hands it mot 2 
be acquainted with the Will of Gon, that 
— Andif; n 45 
Ei — emn yourſelves, you, acknow- 
this iſe is your Duty, as much as ours. 
Tbere is never a Fan of you all that ſhall dare 
to plead in che great Day, that ye were not Per- 
ons concern'd in this ark, that it was | * 
Nur Sphere; Gop will bear Witnetz, an 
| s will bear Witneſs, wile: or tl 
the Goſpel. will bear Witneſs, and your own 
Conſcience will bear Witmeſs; nay,” the Devils 
- themſelves will bear Witneſs, that _— told, 
aſſur d, and convinc's, that it was to you that the 
Melflage of Grace and Pardon was ſent, as we! 
dS 21 Ep a8 
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as to us; and that you lay under the fame Obli- 
pro to fulfill the Condition, upon which that 
ardon is offered, that we do. ene 


Wo of you deſires not to be ſaved? Hath any | 
of you a Mind to be damn'd ? Dares any of: you 
refuſe the everlaſting Mercy of Gon? Do not 


ou. all declare, that, you would fam. inherit the 
Ki om which fades not away? But ſhew us 


one Seripture, one Place in the Bible, one Tittle 


in the Word of Gop, that favours your Plea, or 
allows you a different Way to eternal Happineſs; 
than is appointed to the Preachers of the Goſpel; 
and if Gop be reſolved, that all that enter into 
his Joy, ſhall improve their Falents, and walk in 
the ſame Way; all theſe. Pretences muſt vaniſh 
into Smoke, and can be nothing elſe but Snares of 
the Devil, to catch your Souls, and to deprive 
them of that Bleſſing which would make them 
equal to Angels, and what is more, Partakers of 


* 


the Divine Wr 


So then, what the Apoſtle faith here to T7me- 
thy, he falth.unto all, Ererciſ⸗ xe unto Godli- 
neſs : AI muſt- intreat you to look upon this 
Exhortation, as ſpoken to every one of you-in 
particular, and to: refle& on he 


he Importance of 
it, with as much Seriouſneſs, as if St. Paul did 


at his Time, from the Manſions of Glory, by 
CA 


a ne- Commiſſion from Almighty” Gon, 
every one by your Names, Thou Thomas, Fohn, 
Daniel, Peter, Aune, Elizabeth, Mary, Exerciſe 
thyſelf unto Gedlineſs. Fancy you fee the glorious 
Apoſtle. ſtanding in the Clouds of Heaven, and 
beſpeaking you from the Mouth of Him, who is 
reſolved, that not every one that faith to Him, 
Lorp,. Lonp, but thoſe that do his Will, ſhall 
nter into the Kingdom. of Heaven. * 
** | 8 ; ear 
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hear him cry in your Ears, Oh mortal Men, 
whom Gon ſo loved, that He gate his only be- 
_ Son, to the Eüd, that Kit that believe in 
im ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life, 
whort the Son of Gop is willing to deliver from 
Sin and Slavery, and the Bondage of the Devil, 
for. whom He ſuffered Agonies, Wounds, Tor- 
ments, Shame, Reproaches, and an ignominious 
Death, to purchaſe endleſs Glory for you | Every 
Wound of his calls for this Exerciſe; every Tear 
He ſhed, is to melt you into à holy: Willingnefs 
to ĩt ; his Love challenges it; the Pains He took 
for yo u require it; you: cannot own Him for your 
without it; He cannot ſave you from 

vous Sins without it; If his Love be not worth 
this Exerciſe," it i& worth nothing. - O: deluded 
_ Sinners Will you flight this Mercy? Will you 
_ trample on the Blood 1 bis 
Agonies, or wp ts r deſerve no ſuch Exerciſe? 
Mercy be your Damnation; let not this Conde- 
ſcention be a Witneſs againſt you: You know 


unt "What you reſuſt, when you refuſe this Exer- 
ciſe. — love yourſelves, as you tender your 
eternal Welfare, as you; would not be counted 


Haters of Gon, Deſpiſers of his Love, Apoſtates 
Tom: all Senſe of Gratitude; as you look for Fa · 
vour in the laſt Day, as you hope to ſee the Face 
Gon in Glory, as you deſire to find Mercy of 
the Lamb, that takes away the Sins of the World: 
—— that is Holy and. ferious, by the Fears of 
s Miniſters, and what is dearer-to you, your 
ewr Intereſt ;-and by alt the Promiſes and Threat - 
dings of the Goſpel, I intreat you, Baercifſe your - 
felves unte Godling. Could you but Jook into 
this Henven, ant behold the vaſt Armies of blefſed 
Souls in this Celeſtial Choir, here you would find 
none, but ſuck 28 did formerty, when n 
2:58 | apply 


uchat 


"The Beſt Exerciſe. 275 
apply Wen to this Spiritual Exerciſe; this is 


the Place of Recompence: He that was a: Stran· 


to theſe Exerciſes on Earth, can expect no 
in os 7 Sigg in Godlineſs ap · 
s, inzits Bea « expect the 
White Robe, OR Royal Garb, the Sainte of this 
place do wear; as you hope for Abrabam's Bo- 
ſom, be ow the once godly Lazarus lies, O 
delay not, neglect not to exerciſe yourſelves unts 
Godlineſs: And what theſe 3 — 
nent e 20. 2424 vi ap "6 
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| ane, Luke 
22 . 17 The v vi. 18. By P 
raps] aan; . autſelves to that: 
taping, do Mat Diſpoſition and Temper, + which 
0 put us upon Praying, wherever we ara, 
ye! we are in, and whatever ur 
are doing, not with our Lips, yet in aur 
ob mc Underſtanding : An Exereiſe of that 
que , alin ing Frame is one of 

he e \PiVars and Supporters of à Chriſtian 
. Toth 


e Hand ſtill, or 3 
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St. Sphran gives this cxcel- 
ent Hula Wiidther you-work, or are going to 
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Journey; whether you eat, or drink; whether you 
are going to ſleep, or are waking, take Heed you 
do not ſorget to pray; whether you are at Church, 
or at Home, or in the Field; whether you are 
at a Feaſt, or otherwiſe engaged, ſtil} pray, and 


. ĩ ˙—di) fk .» a s + + NN. Wwe 4,108 
Tus are the Prayers which Tertullian calls, 
Prayers without a Retinue of Words. Fiery De- 
ſtes of the Heart, and Wiſhes of 'importunate 
Supplications, which are ſhot up to Heaven, 
wound a Way off, fly with great Swiftneſ,, 
keep the Enemy from coming too near, and ſome- 
times at one Stroke enervate- his Temptations, 
when he approaches; for ſeeing the Preſence of 
Go in theſe Ejaculations, he is ftruck with Hor- 
ror, and departs. *  « E773 LF 446 R 


. ien 
Ab this Rule I ermeſtly entredt ybu to thin 
of, and put in Practice. ore any honeſt At- 
tempt, or Enterprize, ſay in thy Mind, Loni 
eſtabliſh thou the Work of our Hands upon us; 
or if it may not tend to thy Glory, let it not ſuc· f 
ceed according to my Deſires.” thy Deſign be I 
8 

t 


Honeſt and lawful, why ſhouldeſt thou be lotb 
to recommend thy Endeavours to the Conduct o 
Providence Try it, and thou wilt. find wn g 
Comfort it will yield in the End. When that 7 
heareſt the Clock ſtrike, let thy Mind immedi f 
ately mount up to Heaven, and ſay, « Lozy, f tr 
reach us to number our Days, that we may app +. 
our Hearts unto Wiſdom:“ When thou art del m 
| ing thyſelf, << Cloath my Soul with Salvation, ai m 
deck me with white Raiments,' that the Shame a m. 

my Nakednefs ma not apyear-”" When waſbi ... 
thy Hands and Face, 4 Bathe my Soul in de 4 


Blood of Fefus, and waſh my Heart from all I gi. 
| quity.“ . hen Walking, O Lonn, cauſe 4 


(1 


do Thou make all his Bed in his 
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to walk in the Way of thy Teſtimonies, and 
let me not wander from thy Commandments.“ 
When in Company, O when will that joyful 
Day come, that my Soul ſhall be gathered to the 


innumerable Company of Angels, to the general 


Aſſembly, and Church of the Firſt-born, which 
are written in Heaven, and to the Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect.“ When Writing, „ Lord, 
put Thy Laws in my Heart, and write them upon 
my Mind.” When Reading, O make me to 
underſtand the Way of 3 fo ſhall I 
talk of Thy wondrous Works.” When Riſing, 
« Olet me awake unto Righteouſneſs, and ariſe 
from the Dead, that Chriſi may give me Light.“ 
When Lying down, O cauſe me to lie down in 


the green Paſtures of Thy Mercy, lead me beſide 


the ſtill Waters of Thy Comforts.” When 
kindling a Fire, „O ſhed Abroad Thy Love in 
my Heart, and raiſe ſuch Flames within, as may 
burn up all my Droſs.“ When lighting a Can- 
dle, „O give me the Spirit of Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding, and enlighten mine Eyes, that I may 
ſee what is the Hope of Thy Calling.” When 
Eating or Drinking, O let it be my Meat, and 
Drink to do Thy Will - feed me with the Bread 
which came down from Heaven, and give me 
to drink of that Water, whereof whoever drinks, 


ſhall never thirſt again.“ When Riding out,“ O 


Thou that rideſt upon the Wings of the Wind, 
ſhew Thyſelf, conquer m Serre and 
trample all my Sins under Thy Feet,” When 
taking the Air, Come, Holy Spirit, blow upon 
my Garden, that the Spices may flow out; make 
my Mind calm, ſerene, and quiet ; breathe upon 
me, and revive me with the Light of Thy Coun- 
tenance,” When viſiting a ſick Neighbour, <* O 

Sickneſs, and 


give me Grace to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to him, 
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and cauſe all Thy Goodneſs to paſs before him"? 
When beholding Trees and Plants, and Flowers, 
*Loxp, how wonderſul are all Thy. Works 
in Wiſdom haſt Thou made them all, the Earth is 
full of Thy Riches., O make me as a Tree 
a the Rivers of Water, which may bring 
orth its Fruit in due Seaſon.” When going to 
ak to a Great Man, Oper awe me with 
Thy Preſence, Lob, that I may not compi 
with any Evil, but may fear Thee more. than 
Men.” When going by, Water «O -ſatisfy.my 
Soul with the Fatneſs of thy Houſe, and - make 
me to drink of the River of thy Pleaſures.” 


When Buying or Selling, ** Lox enable me to 


keep a Conſcience void of Offence towards Gon 
and towards Man.” When-ſtanding in thy Shop, 
e How amiable are thy 1 eras. Lon of 
Hoſts ] O let bie ever love the Habitation of thy 
Houſe, and the Place where thine Honour dwel- 
leth.” When hearing thy . Neighbour curſe or 
wear, O Lon, lay not this Sin to his Charge; 
Father, forgive him, ſor he knows not what be 
doth.” Then hearing anz Good of thy Friend 
or Acquaintance, „ O let him grow in Grace, 
and go on from Virtue to Virtue, and make him 
Fora in evety good Word or Work.” When 
| Jeeing any one that is Blind, or Lame, or Dumb, 
„ O Lok, make theſe diſtreſſed. Creatures a- 
mends Tor theſe Deſects; make the Eye of their 
Faith quicker, their inward Man ſtronger, and 
their Hope more lively, and viſit them more po- 
werfully with thy Salvation.“ When lookin 

upon a Dunghill, O make me to know myſell, 
and diſcover to me my falſe, deceitful Heart, and 
the Odiouſneſs, and Loathfulneſs of my Sins, 
chat I may hate them. with a perſect. Hatred.” 
When beholding the Sun, 0 Thau Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, riſe upon me with Healing under 
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2 Wings, and warm my Soul with thy radiant 


eams, that I love thee better than Father and 
Mother, better than all that is dear to me here be- 
low.” When looking upon a Houſe, O my 
Gop, make me in Love with that City, which 
bath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 1s 
Gop : O when ſhall this Earthly Houſe of my 
Tabernacle be diffoived, and I received into that 
Building of Gop, the Houfe, not made wittkt 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens” When ſeeing 
other Men laugh at any Sin, ©* Loxp, let Rivers 
of Tears run down my Eyes, becauſe Men do not 
keep. thy Law - O give me that Tenderneſs of 
Heart, that T may be concern'd. at other: Mens 
Sins, as well as mine own.” When behold: 

any Children, O Eokp, out of the Mouth of 
Babes and Sucklings do thou prepare Praiſes unto 
thyſelf ; let theſe Children grow up as the Lillies, 
an ſpread their Branches as the Cedars of Lela- 
non. When going to viſit. a Friend, Bonn, 
make him thy Friend; and that he may be ſo, en- 
courage and aſſiſt him to do whatfoever Thou com. 
mandeſt him.“ When reproved, Loxb, let 
this Reproof be as an excellent Oil to me; give 
me Grace to take it in good Part; Jet my. Soul 
thrive by it; let it heal my Wounds, and make 
me thankful for this Opportunity. Whent re- 
ceiving _ Injury, or ill Language, O 7 
give me Grace to follow thy Example, and to 


tread in thy Steps, who being reviled, didſt not 


revilg, again; and when Thou Waſt threatned 
ſuffered{t it, committing Thyſelf to Him, that 
judges, righteouſly,” hen ' ſeeing, it now, 
«© Purge me = Hyſſop, and 1 ſhall” be clean; 
waſh me, and 1 ſhall' be whiter than Snow.“ 
When ſeeing it Rain, „O viſit me with the for- 
mo and latter Rain of 1 8 my 
leart tich with thy Showers, that I may bring 
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280 The Happy Aſcetic: Or, 
forth. the Fruits of the Spirit.” When deſpiſed 
for Righteouſneſs Sake, O let me eſteem the 
Reproach of Chri/t greater Riches than all the 
Treaſures of the World.” When it Thundereth, 
« OLorp, the Power of thy Thunder who can 
underſtand | Let the World take Notice of the 
Voice of Gop, and the Inhabitants of the Earth 
leara Righteouſneſs. | i 


Sins, if ever you would learn to converſe with 


God, or to have your Converſation in Heaven: 
If ever.you would get a Fore-taſte of the Joys to 
come :. If ever you would make Religion -your 
Buſineſs z If ever you would conquer the Lufts 
cf the Fleſh: If ever you would extinguiſh vain 
and evil Thoughts : If ever you would arrive to a 
ſound Mind, and that inward Spiritual Worſhip, 


of God, without which Chrift ſays, None can 


fleaſe Him If ever you would learn to conquer 


Temptations : If ever you would have your Souls 


become ſtrong and vigerous in the Ways of Gop: 
This is the Way, even this Praying without ceaſ- 
ing. This is the beſt Antidote againſt Sin, the 
beſt Medicine to cure all ſpiritual Diſeaſes : And 
it doth nat hinder you in the Works of your Cal - 
ling, but rather furthers and ſanctifies them. 


Te PRAYER. 


O Gor Gracious and Merciful ] who give Power 
to the Mal, and Strength to the Feble; who 


tnaweſt the Backwardneſs of my Heart, und the Un- 
willingneſs of my Soul to ſpiritual Duties ; who, un. 
derfland:/t all my Wants, and art acquainted with all 
my Weakneſſis, behold how loth my Soul is to have her 
Converſation in Heaven, and what E xcuſes my Fleſh 
makes to hinder my Mind from frequent Addreſſes Fu 
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thy Mercy Seat. I entreat ther to appl; thy healing 
Hand to my ſickly Soul, and to fill b 
Deſires. O give me a praying Spirit, and let m So 
fellow hard after Thee Teach me to male a ſpiri- 
tral Uſe of every Thing, and inſtrust me to fee the. 
Creator in the Creature. LorD, free my Spirit from 
the Bondage of: the Fleſh, that it may mount up cheer-+ 
fully to thy Throne. Direit my Mind to look up in all 
my Actions, and let me take Notice of the Operations. 
of thy Hand in all Occurrences, Let thy good Spirit 
elp my Infirmittes; and when. I know not what to ſay, 
ſuggeſt unto me how to fill my Mouth toi h Arguments. 
Acquaint me with the Art e Extracting Good out of. 
every Thing, O that- I had that y ci Temper, 
which might incline me to think of GoD, whenever I 
behold the Works of Creation and Providence. O let 
no Company be « ſo pleaſing to me as Thine ! Make 
me embrace all Opportunities to reflect on thy Perfecti- 
ons and Bxcellenctes. Thou 5 bath commanded and 
promi ſed ſpiritual Wiſdom : O bej on me that 
excel, 10 U , that — . ale. thee in 
this World, and arrive at laſi to that Glory which 
Thou haſt promiſed to them that overcome, and con- 
thn faithful unto Death, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


* 


The SECOND ENT ERCISE. 


Every Morning, toben tue haue paid our Homage ty 

Gop, by Prayer and Thankſgiving, let us ſolemn» 
by reſolve to tie ourſelves to certain Rules living 
Y that Day. M7 $52 3 5 ny n N 42 Ez 


N Exerciſe recommended to us, Pal. xvii. 
3, 4.—Ixxvi 11—lvii. 7, 8.—cxix. 101, 106. 
this Purpoſe, Pliny ſaith of the Chriſtians in 
CR n 4@'3. 1 Tra- 
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Trajan's Time, that they uſed to bind themſelves 


dy an Oath in the Morning, before they went to 
their Buſineſs, not to fin, not to cheat, not to lie, 


not to ſteal, not to keep any Thing unjuſtly from 


their Neighbours: And this Exerciſe was obſerved 
many hundred Years before that Time by David, 
P/al. v. 3. where our Tranſlation renders it, In the 


Aorning will I direct my Prayer unto thee, and will 


look up : But the Original runs thus: In the Morn- 
ing I ds order, or diſpoſe myſelf to Thee, or towards 
| Thee, as a Man from a high Tower watches and ob- 
ferves the Motion of the Enemy. Not but our Tranſ- 
Jation reaches David's Senſe well enough, but it 
doth not ſo fully expreſs it as it might have done. 
He had, in the foregoing Words, ſpoken of his 
Prayer in the Morning; and behold, what he pre- 
ſently ſubjoins to that Duty! When I have done 
this, I then refolve how to order my Converſation 
that Day, and how I may pleaſe Gop; and con- 
ſider how I may beſt watch againſt thoſe Corrup- 
tions which do moſt eaſily befet me. The Truth 
is, Mcn running abroad abruptly, without any 
previous Conſideration of what they mean to do 
for their Souls that Day, muſt needs continue 
Strangers to that ſpiritual Life our Profeſſion obliges 
us to; for this makes them ruſh into Sin, as the 
HFHorſe ruſhes into the Battle, having no Bridle to 
reſtrain, no Curb to keep them in Order, no ſo- 

lemn Reſolutions upon their Souls, to check and 
govern them: Therefore, before I venture upon 
any worldly Buſineſs, let me ſolemnly reſolve, in 
the Preſence of Almighty Gop, This Day I ſe- 
riouſly intend thus and thus to behave. myſelf, by 
the Aſſiſtance of Almighty Gop; I reſolve, if 
Neighbour ſhould be very angry or inſolent with 
me, to anſwer him with Meekneſs and Gentle⸗ 
neſs: If I meet with Succeſs in my Buſineſs, 23 
{ſoon as I come home, I wil enter into my _ 
if 
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ber, and praiſe the great Giver of every good Thing. 
If I am tempted to go into Company, and have 
Reaſon to ſuſpe& they will draw me into Sin, I 
will refuſe to go, though they revile and abuſe me 
never ſo much; or if 1 go into any Company, L 
will ſpeak but little, or endeavour to divert any 
vain Diſcourſe to better Subjects. If my Servants, 


or my Children, do Things undecent or unlawful,. 


I will reprove them with Tenderneſs and Compaſ- 
ſion. If I am aſked a Queſtion, which I know not 
how to anſwer readily, without telling a Lie, I am, 
reſolyed either to be {as or to take Time to con- 
ſider of an Anſwer, that I may not be ſurprized into 
an Untruth.” “ | 


IF I reſolve thus, before I, ſet-about any of my 
ſecular Affairs, I ſet up a Kind of Remembrance- 
Office in my Soul, and conſtitute a Monitor in 
my Conſcience, that will put me in mind of my 
Obligations, and pull me back when my Appetite 
would puſh me on to Sin. i 


Warn People venture out, without puttin 


on this Armour of Gop, this Shield of Faith, an 


this Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs; no Wonder if 


hey expoſe themſelves to the fiery Darts of the 
Devil, and to the Inſolence of that roaring Lion, 
which walks about ſeeking whom he may deyour ; 
ſuch a Soul lies open to his Incurſions, and havin 


no Hedge to fence it, The Boar out of the Wood doth 
' waſie them, and the wild Beaſt o the Field devours 
e 


them, Pſal. Ixxx. 13. Such Reſolutions in the 
Morning, are a Wall about the Soul, and the Devil 
cannot eaſily climb it. Such Reſolutions ſhew, 
that we do not take up Religion out of Cuſtom, 


but upon ſerious Deliberation, and Perſuaſion, that 
tis is the one Thing needful ; a Temper, without 
which, Gop rejects our Service, and hides his 


Face 
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Face from our Aena Devotions, and gives 
them no other Welcome, dow oy 9 n dener 
tired ere 


Why ſhould you not — to do ſomething 

Sop, or for your- Souls, every Day? How come 
ſpiritual — to — — ſo little Care? 
hy of ye be flovenly and careleſs in this Par- 
ticular? eta not your Soul more than your-Trade, 
and your eternal Welfare more. than a Livelihood 
on Earth? Why of all 1 muſt your Souls 
and your. Gop be . was more 


ned for his G * foe his Sheep and 


Oxen; Shall an Idolater mind his Ido] more, than 
you we great GoD of Heaven and Earth? - You 


How ſhould you conquer, when you do not ftrive 
How© ſhould you ſtrive, if you enter into no holy 
Purpoſes, to arm yourſelves againſt the Sins of the 
Day? ? Are Corruptions blown away with a Breath? 
Or Lufts that are deeply rooted, expelled with 
and Wiſhes ? Did you ever know Cedars 
falk with the Touch of a Hand? Or. did ever ChiÞ 
dren with a Switch, ſtrike a ſturdy Oak out of its 
Place? Will your Sins leave you when you do 
not think of * them ?: Do you think the Devil — 
ues your Souls as little as yourſelves ? Or do 
fancy that ſtrong Man will leave his Habitation, 
except you come againſt him with Swords and Axes? 
Ganft thou 'draw Leviathan with a Hook, or his 
| Tingie with a Cord, which than lere det? GCanſt 


ubon put q Hool inte bi 'Noſe, or bore his Faw the 


evith a Thorn? Mili thou play with him as with a 
a arg IE bim + bee thy en 


Sts, you p putpoſs in a 9 to o diſpatch 
ſuch and ſueh of your worldly Affairs that Day's 


— 2 you. cannot conquer your Corruptions _ 
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W1TH what Face can you confeſs your Sins at 
Night, when your Conſciences tell you, you did, 
nothing to prevent them; that you left your= 
ſelves naked, and expoſed to the Aſſault of Temp- 
tations, and would take nothing to preſerve you 
from the Infection? What do you confeſs your 
Sins for, but to be better? And if to be better, 
how is it poſſible you ſhould be ſo, without you, 
5. your Souls, by ſuch holy Purpoſes the next 
ay? Do you make no more than a Formality 
of it? Do you think Gop will be put off with 
Shadows, and the Almighty impoſed upon with 
counterfeit Devotion? — you lived ſo long 
under the Goſpel, and have learned Clri/t no bet- 
ter? Have you converſed with Miniſters ſo long, 
and are no better Scholars? The Devil himſelf 
cannot but ſmile, to ſee how ridiculouſly you go to 
Work, to ſee you content yourſelyes with the bare 
Confeſſion, and take no Care to tear. the pernici+ 
ous Weeds from your Hearts: If therefore you | 
would not make a Jeſt of Religion ; if you weuld 
not turn your Duties into Rudiculez for God's 
Sake enter into Proteſtations againſt your Sins 
every Morning, leſt you increaſe your Guilt, and 
add Sin unto Sin. | | 


o | 
O THOU who dwelleft in the Heavens, and yet 
humbl:ft Thyſelf to beheld the Ways of the Obil. 


dren of Men ! T hou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed lo re- 
veal thy Will to me, and given me 7 $a walk 


o 


Rules, which if a Man follows, he ball live for ever. 
Homu fuweet are Thy Teſtimonies They enlighten the 
E 725 and give Under/landing to the Simple. Heu 
glorious is that Soul in Thy Sight, that males thy Mi 
a Lenthern to her Feet, and a Light. unto her D aths l 

ORD, 
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Eon D, in theſe pliafant Paths I defire ta tua; there 
is nothing lthe them. They end in Peace." J read of 
thyſe whe have found it ſo, Thy Spirit inflamed their 
Sa. They vert red their Lives to attain unto it. 
Oithe > O the — of Mind, O tbe in- 
teard 7 by walking in the Paths of 
ror al ky fe, fhould not I 147 % of this Tree 7 
Lie, as weil as they, and live ! Thi, O Lord, 1 
"Often think of, and ſee great Lyvelin 5 in all tbr: 
Bit my Will is weak, my Reſolutions faint : Then [ 
Reſolve, Jeet with Waves and Bilivws, that daſh 
2 Re ſolutions. O Ther, whoſe Power is infinite, o- 
y Stere-houſe, and furniſh me with IVeapons te 
. F againſt all Aſaulis from the IV/or'd, and 
Dev: 1 O ftrengthen theſe feeble Knees - Hold up 
theſe Wezry Hands. 1 aefrre to follotu Ther; let Thy 
Beret r me 1, and cauſe me te run. Touch 
#71] with Thy de tre, that it may bow ts Thy Com: 
mae, e T P arr in rey — 70 
me Courage! to ur poje, and to fulfill my 
Ber my Wilt told Fart back like a 7 3 
home 9 2 with Ty Bulgin. Endow me with Power 
from on gh; 7. Thee” hrep 7 d ny; 
re. TN wires: 
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— any Meditation can be effectual, or * 
to the Soul, if Men do not thin it worth beſfow- 
ing ſo much Time at leaſt upon it. And there it 
ſuch great Variety of ſpiritual Objects, that every 
Day we may pitch upon a Theme, and with the 
Day, change the Subject vf our Contemplation. 


ON $unday, we may let our Hearts dwell on th 
' everlaſting, Kingdom of Heaven, and the 

Ty of the World to come; who they are, that ſhall 
enjoy it, on what Terms that Crown may be pur+ 
chaſcd: The Tranſcendency of that Felicity, above 
all chat the World can call rich, and beautiful, and 
glorious: How. pleaſant that Life will be, free ſrem 
8 and Thirſt, and Oold and Nakedneſs 3 
from all poſſibility of Sin, and Danger; ſrom Death 
and Sorrow, and Sadneſs; from Anxiety, Corrupti- 
on, Perturbation; from Changes, and Sickneſs, 
and Weakneſs, and Infirmities; from. Fear, and 
Storms, and Tempeſts, from the Aſſaults ofthe World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil: How full of Love, and 
Delight, it will be: How ſweetly the weary Soul 
will reſt in the Boſom of everlaſting Mercy 3 how 
glorious a Sight the new Feruſalem will be; how 
reviving a Spectacle, to behold the i 
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of Angels, ſhining in Robes of Light : The noble 
Army of Martyrs, the goodly Fellowſhip of Patri- 
archs, and Prephets; and what is more, Chri/t, as 
Man, glorified with his Father's Glory, ſhining 
like the Sun in his Meridian Luſtre, and calling to 
his Triumphant Church, Behold, thou art Jour my 
Love, Thou hoſt raviſhed my Heart ! Ii bo js ſbe 
that looks foe as the Morning, fair as the. Moon, 
dear -as the Sun, and terrible as an Army with Ban- 
ners? Thy Lips, Oh my Spouſe, drop as the Honey- 
comb; Floney and Milk are under Thy Tongue; and 
tes Smell of Thy Tongue, is like the Smell of Lebanon. 


As Mediation and Prayer are never ſo uſeful, as 
when they ſhine in Conjunction; ſo this, as well 
as the following Meditations, being ſeconded with 
holy Aſpirations, will have more Effect upon the 
Soul. Of theſe Aſpirations I ſhall give ſome Pat- 
| : | 


FY Gop ! Thou moſt ſweet, Thou moſt lovely 
H Object! How little do thoſe glorified Saints, 
that enjoy Thee in the other World, regard our 
little Pleaſures and Satisfactions here! O that my 
Soul were with thoſe Spirits of Men made perfect I ſee 
nothing in this Valley of Tears worth deſiring. The 
Beatitude to come, is that I long for. What are the 
Glories of this World, to that Glory, which ere long 
ſhall be revealed in us! The magnificence of Tri- 
umiphs, the Pomp of Princes, the Curioſity of Pa- 
laces, the beauty of the Sun, the brightneſs of the 
Moon, the gliſtering of the Stars, the variety of 
Flowers, the fragrancy of Herbs, what are all theſe 
to the Joys at thy Right-hand ! One Day in Thy 
Courts, is ſweeter than a thouſand here. There [ 
all behold the Perfection of Thy Eſſence, the in- 
knity of Thy Nature, the immenſity of Thy Gran- 
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Jeur, the Etetnity of Thy Duration, the greatneſs 
of Thy Majeſty, the ſtability of Thy Throne, the 
vaſt "Extent of Thy Wiſdom, the Abyſs of Thy 


Judgments, the Sweets of Thy Bounty, the Tender- 


neſs of Thy Mercy, the ſeverity of Thy Juſtice, the 
Latitude of Thy Power, the Charms of "Thy Beau- 


ty, and the Luſtre of SAT Glory ! O what a ra 
viſhing Sight will this be! And ſhall I be afraid 


encountering with Enemies, that would keep ne 


from ſeeing theſe wonderful Objects? "Theſe Ene- 
mies are already conquered. The Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah hath already weakened their Strength 


which makes my Victory more eaſy; therefore I 
will not deſpair. O Thou, who halt promiſed, 


that when the Poor and Needy want Water, "Thou 
the Gon of Iſrael wilt hear them: Hear me from 
Thy holy Heaven, and encourage my Soul to force 


her Way through all Difficulties. ive me nay 


Apprehenſions of that State. For. want of tho 


lively Apprehenſions I work not, I move not, I 


preſs not forward, I act not like a Perſon that is In 


good Earneſt, my Endeavours are dull, and m 
Attempts feeble ; O write that Bliſs upon my Mine 


engrave it on my Soul ; let the Beams of it warm 


my Spirit, that no Labour for Heaven may ſeem 


hard, no Commandment . grievous, no Exerciſe 
troubleſome, noInduſtry tedious, no Pains too great, 


no Journey too long, that I may not murmur, that 
1 may not complain of Difficulties, . that I may not 


be weary, that I may not faint in my Mind: It is 


not only a glorious Garment, not only a mag- 


nificent Houſe, not only a ſtately Palace that is 


. promiſed me, but Glory itſelf. What if I muſt 
curb my Paſſions. and break through my ſinful 
Inclinations? What if I muſt withdraw mine 


Affections from the Creature, and mortify my 


Body? What if I muſt ſubmit my Will to Thy 
Will, and pardon the greateſt Injuries ? What if 


Vol. XXVIII | Aa I muſt 
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1 muſt give Law to my Tengen, preſcribe Li- 
mits to my Thoughts, put a Reſtraint upon my 
fooliſh Deſires. Is not the promiſed Recompence 
Encouragement enough? O my Gop ! Thou art 
my Shield and exceeding great | Sammy and ſhall 
I be afraid to ſee thee ? Shall I tremble at the 
Work Thou ſetteſt me? Will not Thy Wages 
be 2 my Labour? How ſhort; will 
be my Taſk, and how long my Reſt ! How few 
will be the Days I am to work in, and how 
durable my Repoſe ! O ſhine powerfully upon my 
Soul, that I may be inſatiable. in my Deſires, and 
long to ſee Thee, who art Light itſelf, and in 
Thy Light may ſet Light, through 7% Chri/t 
/ o : | Pe 


« OMosrh py, moſt bleſſed, and moſt glorious 
7 Gop ! How can I reflect on the reſt of this 

Day without ſummoning my Thoughts to ſurvey 
the nobler Reſt, whereof this preſent is but an 
Emblem ! I have gone this Day with the Multitude 
to the Houſe of God ; but what is this to the Com- 
pany I ſhall ere long meet in Heaven, if I imitate 
them here? Happy Society ! where is no Chaff a- 
mong the Corn, no Tares among the Wheat, no 
_Thiſtles among the Roſes ! Where all are Children 
of Gop, all are Kings, all are Saints, all arc full 
of Grace and Glory, all are wiſe, all courteous, all 
"affable, all adorned with celeſtial Qualitics! If I 
take ſuch Pleaſure in the Converſation of a wiſe 
Man here, what Delight ſhall I take in the Com- 

pany of the holieſt Souls, that want nothing, that 
"abound in Knowledge, in Wiſdom, and in Sanc- 
_ tity ! How do admire Men of great Abilities here! 

In what Admiration then will my Soul be, when 
it ſhall converſe with Perſons deckt with the Lig 
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of Goy's Glory! Who know all Things without 
Reading, underſtand the greateſt Myſteries without 
Studying, comprehend the abſtruſeſt Things with- 
out Labour : Whoſe Memory never decays, who 
know without Error, apprehend without Doubting, 
underſtand with Aſſurance, and perceive with the 
greateſt Evidence ; who can reſolve all Difficulties, 
anſwer all Queſtions, and think and ſpeak nothing 
but Truth; whoſe Minds know no Darkneſs, whoſe” 
Underſtandings are free from Clouds, whofe Know- 
ledge is eternal ! How can they but know the deep 
Things of Gon, when Gop is the Glaſs in which 
they behold all Myſteries! O my Gop, make me 
in Love with that Place, where I ſhall love Thee 
perfectly, where I ſhall be eternally united to Thee, 
where cannot but love Thee, cannot but embrace 
Thee, and cannot but be, raviſhed with Thee for 
ever. If they which running in a Race, ſtrive for 
the Maſtery, are temperate in all Things, ſhall 
not I be ſo? If they mortify themſelves to gain a 
corruptible Crown, ſhall not I do fo to gain an in- 
corruptible ? What Pains do ungodly Sinners take + 
to get to Hell, and ſhall not I be at ſome to get to 
Heaven? O Lox, let it never be ſaid of me, that 
I valued* Thy Heaven leſs than other Men do the 
Devit's' Kingdom! Thou offereſt me the Honour.” 
to reign with” Thee for ever, and in Order there- ; 
unto * requireſt nothing of me, but to reign o- 
ver myſelf on this Side Heaven! Thou bid'ſt me 
rule my Luſts, and ſhall 1 indulge them? Thou 
bid'ſt me curb my vain Deſires, and ſhall I che- 
riſh them in my Boſom ? Thou bid'ſt me triumph _ 
over my Fleſh, and ſhall I ſet it on the Throne? 
Thou bid'ſt me ſubdue my worldly Inclinations, 
and ſhall I give them Entertainment? How great 
are the Glories thou intendeſt me ! and ſhall T. 
deprive myſelf of them out of Love to Slavery 
and Bondage? O give me Courage to command 
5 Aa 2 myſelf! 
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myſelf! 


with Thee for ever, through 7 
Lob.“ Amen. b 


N Monday we may refle&t on the laſt Jud 


oſpel of our Loxp ſus Chriſi: How the King 


of Heaven will then fit upon the Throne of his 
- lory, and before Him will be gathered all Nati-, 


ons, and how He will ſeparate them one from ano- 


ther, as a; Shepherd divides his Sheep from the 


Goats; how He will ſet the Sheep on his Right- 


them on his Right-hand,, Come - ye. bleſſed of N 
her, inberit the. Kingdom prepared for. "hee 


hand, and the Goats on the Left ; and 75 to 
ay, 


the Foundation of the Warld ; but to them on the Left, 
Depart frem Me ye curſed, into e 
prepared for the. Devil and his Angels : 
rent Men's, Apprehenſions of Gap's Mercy and, 
Tuſlce will be-then, from woot OY are now; 
V hat Amazement the careleſs World. i be in 
then; how thoſe Men that ſpend their Days in 
Jalliry, and. brutiſh, Pleaſures now, will then be 
forced. into Deſpair, and be ready, to tear them - 
ſelyes, and call to Rocks and Mountains, Fall on ut, 
and hide us from the Face of Him, that futeth on the 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb: How. all 
Things then will look with another Face: Ho 
humble ſelf-denying Chriſtian, that is now the 
off-ſcouring of the World, will then be exalted a- 
bove all Heavens, and ſeated. in the ſame Throne 
with the Son of Gon ; and how all thoſe mighty 
Nathings,, that laugh now, at. the Religious 8 ul, 
| PR | Wal 


| My Lon p, teach me fo to rule my out- 
ward and toward. Man, that I may rule at laft 
tua, Chrif our. 


ent, 
bow the Lord Jeſus, for all the bene Delay” 
ſhall be ere long revealed from Heaven, with his 
mighty Angels in flaming Fire, to take Vengeance 
on them that know not Gop, and obey not the 
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will tremble in that Day, like an Aſpen-Leaf, and” 
wiſh that they had conſidered the Things which be- 
longed to their everlaſting Peace. Fein ee 


AND this Meditation may be watered with ſuch | 
Breathings as follow. | | 


N 


f 1 12 


3 
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& Au IGHTY Judge of the World, before whom 
all Mankind muſt ere long appear! Righteous” 
art Thou in all thy Ways, and Holy in all thy 
Works. If the Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be faved, 
where ſhall I a poor Sinner appear ? I that have fo” 
long, ſo frequently neglected my Duty, delayed 
my Repentance, undervalued Thy Mercies, deſpiſ- 
Thy Patience, and abuſed the Riches of Thy 
Grace ! O Lord ! how watchful ſhould I be over. 
myſelf, if the Terrors of the Great Dy of Account 
appeared to me in lively Characters! O dreadful 
Day ! when I a poor Wretch muſt ſtand before 
Thy Tribunal, and ſee myſelf ſurrounded with Le-. 
zjons of Angels, all expecting to hear what my 
Sentence will be ! This Day I have frequently. 
in my Mouth; but O that my Soul were fright- 
ed more with the Conſideration of it! I ſhould. 
not then lead fo eaſy and fo ſoft a Life; I ſhould. 
then ſpend more Time in Weeping and Praying ;_ 
I ſhould then be afraid of defiling my Soul with 
the leaſt Spot of Sin. Loxs JESU! look upon 
me, and let me feel thy Power in my Soul. Come, 
Loxp ! repreſent this Day to my Mind in all its. 
Terrors and Circumſtances, that I may make haſte 
to enter into Thy Reſt. The Judge is at the 
Door, let me bring Preſents to Him that 
ought to be feared; and ſince no Gift is ſo plea- 
ling to Thee, as a Heart entirely devoted to Thy 
T - A a 3 Service; 
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Service; © perſu 


Part, which may never be taken away 


Thz. Merits Sake. Auen, 


*. > Bros Omniſcient, Omnipotent, and Om- 
>. nipreſent Being, who haſt appointed a Day 
2 33 # 8 . . 7 

Wa chou. wilt udge the Secrets of Mens 


arts, and all their Words and Actions, and, De- 


fires by thy Goſpel. I believe, this Day will come, 
a Day when pure Hearts will be eſteemed more 
than. eloquent Speeches, and a good Conſcience will 


80 farther than Purcs ef Geld. Thou, Logo, 


giveſd me frequent Warnings of the Approaches of 
this, Day ! My Conſcience puts me in Mind of it. 
The Sickneſſes and Calamities Thou ſendeſt upon 
me, tell me of it: O my Gop, who art not tired 


With the Prayers of Thy. Servants, nor diſpleaſed 


with the Importunities of Thy Children. It is the 


into a Senſe of this Day, that to Day while I hear 
Thy. Voice I may not harden my Heart. I have 


layed my ſerious Care of Happineſs too long ! 


that mine Eyes were Fountains of Tears to weep. 
for this Neglect! I am. ſenſible I myſt not trifle a- 


ny longer. I muſt not defer. a Concern of that Im- 
partance to another Day. O my Gop, let me ad- 
mire Fhy Patience, that I have lived, unto this Hour, 
ahd accept of my Sacrifice, of the Remainder of my 
Days, which lh Thee, with 
Eaith and Love in Chr i? Feſus. O let this future 
Judgment overrawe my careleſs Sou}, when I peak, 
when. I think, when I follow my lawful Calling, 
WS, tn Company whey Lap alone, with. 


alk, 


> — 


Ce; me, O aſſiſt me to mind the 
dne Thing. negeſlary, and to chuſe ye better 

| yer be taken away, from: me, 
for Thy Name Sake, for Thy Mercies Sake, for 
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aden Kb I ſtand, and * deen fear 
wi u dge. "who. hath P o Wer to deſtroy both Soul, 
and Body in Hell, that both my Soul and Body may, 
be — from Damnatign, through Jeſus Chr; a 
our LoR D.“ _ 


ON N Tieſto, we may take, G68 Ae 7 
cies and Providences, into ſeriqus Coplidera-. 
tion, What Preſervations, What Deli jverances we 


53 


have met with, what Cate Gop hath taken of us 


from Time to Tine; how He hath been with us, 
when we have gone through the \ ater, and hen 
we have paſſed through the Fi ire, hath command- 
ed the Flames not to kindle upon, us; how, ready 
He hath been to aſſiſt us in the hery Furnace, how. 
miraculouſly He hath appeared in our Reſcue, when 
the Fig- Tree hath not hoſſomed, when there hath. 
been 15 Fruit in the Vine, and when the Labour. 
of the Olive hath failed, and when all Creature=. 
comforts have failed, bow often He, hath been our 
Strength, our Portion, our Refuge, and our Hi- 
ding-place ; how beneficial ſuch a 'Proyideucy hath. 
been to us; what Good we have, got b x fych an 
Affliction; ;. how excellent the Deſi ns of Gop are. 
in the.Troubles He ſend; upon us; how much ſafer 
an afflicted Condition ie, than a ptoſperous; how 
kind He, hath been, i in cauſing us. to be born in a 
Chriſtian Country ; wi. in a Religion free 
from groſs Errors. a Mercy his Word, 
his Goſpel, and all, . 145 * Revelations 
are : What Aſſiſtances, what Comfons Whak, 
Checks of Conſcience, what, Motions 85 
Spirit we hav found, and.how, Gor hath. id 1 


more for us, e We able $ Ws 5 
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Evxx this 1 I turn to. eier 
Nouriſhment, if Pt, with ſuch een as 
chele. e e 


101 Lonp! how wonderful are al 8 Works, 
in Wiſdom haſt Thou made them ally the | 
Earth is full of thy Riches ! What a Monument am 
I of thy Mercy]! How kind haſt Thou been to this 
miferable Creature ! How am I bound to magni 
thy Goodneſs ! How 8 19 vaſt, how dif- 
fulive is it ! not confined to a Day, nor 2 705 
to a Place, not limited to an Hour From my 
Cradle unto this Moment I have been, and taſted: 
how gracious Thou art. Thou haſt carried me on 
thy ings, as the 85 le doth her Young ; through 
the various Stages of my Life, what Miracles of 
Providences Shs 2 Eye beheld ! How hath thy 
Providence been at work for me, while I have been 
aſleep, while I have been thinking, and contriving 
ſomething elſe, even how to derogate from thy 
Glory ! Truly, 2 thy 2 and Patience 
ought to be m g in the Houſe of my Pilgri- 
— 4 This Puste have Reaſon to boaſt of, to ſpeak 
25 to meditate of Day and Night; by that I ſub- 
ſiſt, by that I am ſupported, fed, maintained, and 
«ed from the Hands of the Devil. O let thy 
Mercy melt my Heart ! O let Mercy prevail with. 
me to give up myſelf to Thee ! Let Mercy and 
Goodneſs conſtrain me to love Thee ! Give me that 
generous Temper, that noble Spirit, that thy Good-: 
neſs may do more with me, than Threatnings, and. 
Hell, and everlaſting Torments. Let thy Love 
oblige me to run in the Way of thy Coley” 
ments : Let theſe be greater Motives with” me to do 
Will, than all the Terrors of the burning Lake. I 
Ot let thy Love be of that Force in my Soul, that 
[ may 
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I pay nat be able, to ręſiſt ita Motions, but by. the, 
Strength of that, may hope, believe, endure, deny 
myſelf, love and * Thee to the End of W] 


Days, through 74s Chriffour Logo. Annen. 
LO | | II. 1 F 1 . 41 0 


„ ($Rt AT Governor and Diſpoſer of the Warld. 

_— who haſt promiſed to them that love Thee, ſa. 
to order all Things, that, they ſhall all conſpire. to 
the Good Thou haſt ended: and doſt intend... 
me, by the various Diſpenſations mine Ryes hae 
ſeen. The various ſpiritual and tempora Bleſings 
that have been conferred upon me, what havę the 
been, but Motives to be enamour'd with the belt 
of Beings, Thou knoweſt, if ! depart from Thee, 
or love any Thing better than Thee, I run away. 
from mine own Hoon; therefore;ſa many To- 
kens and Expreſſions of thy Loye are ſent; ta me to. 
unite my Heart to Thee, to preſerve. me in . 
Fear, and to uphold my Goings in thy Paths. " 
wiſe, O gracious, O bountiful Maſter, kinder to 
me than I am to myſelf! Let me find the God, 
Thou deſigneſt for me in thy numberleſs Bleflings ;.. 
let my, Heart grow ſtronger under thy Fayours,, 
warmer in thy Sun-ſhine, more fervent under theſe; 
Beams. The very Afflictions Thou ſendeſt me are 
intended for my Good, I have found. it, I have 


ſeen it, I have known it 2 E have 
learned that Repentance, Humility, Submiſhon,. 


and Fear of ſinning by Afflictions, which I ſhould, 
never have learned by Proſperity ; when I have 
thought I had great Wrong done me by the Con- 
_ tempt, Reproach, Trouble others have thrown... 
upon me, Thou haſt let me ſee, that this was to, 
make me reflect on the Aﬀronts, and Indignities, 
I have put upon Thee my beſt Friend. O let me 
C | 8 ; never 
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never miſtruſt thy Providence. Whatever befalls 


me, let me believe I ſhall fee the Goodneſs of the 
Lakin in the Land of the Living, and let me not 


be difappointed of my * through Fefas cd 
our LoRD. Amen.” 


= a Revd 
ON Hay, we may take a view of our 
Bl. Loy the Hour of our Departure dur of 
this World: How certain Death is, how frail: our | 
Lives, how foon this Frame may be diflolved ; "14 | 
how eaſy a Thing diſpatches us, how the Ap- | 
proaches of Death Ave made the ſtouteſt Sinner ä 
tremble, how dreadful it will be to thoſe, Who | 
have ſer their Heart upon the Riches. and Pleaſures | 
of this World, how wife a Thing it is to prepare . 
ſor it, before the evil Days come, how joyful it 
will be, if it find us prepared for the Stroke, and 1 
fitted for that Life, we muſt enter into, when: we 
quit this, how welcome Death is to a holy Soul, 
how cheerfully x pious Man can ſay, Lonb, now. : 
letteft Thou thy Servant di part in Peace; how upon ] 
our Death there depends Eternity, how fooliſh it f 
is to ſight Grace, and Mercy, till Death A. us ! 
to wilh for it, how Death will marr our Be , ] 
deface our Glory, and hy all our Grandeur in the” Tr 
Duft, how Death is the Birth: Day of a fincere'Be- d 
liever, brings him into a new World, a World of 0 
. and endleſs Satisfactions, and is to him an P 
Entrance into Paradife, a Door into the Garden of u 
Eden, where no Good ſhall ve abſent, * no W : 
t 


preſent. : 


Ap even theſe Thoughts will be monk 5 al 
_ if the pious TORTS which Ps, be ad- | 1 
1 | | © 


* 
2 * 
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I. O 


I. 


«c O Tuo, in whoſe Hand is the Power of Life 
and Death, who art immortal, inviſible, bleſ- 
' fed for evermore! Before the Mountains were 


brought re, e the Earth, and the World 


were made, Thou art Gop, from Everlaſting to 
Everlaſting Thou art He. I am a frail, dyin 
Creature; and though I carry an immortal Sou 
about me, yet the Veſſel, in which that glorious 
Gueſt abides, will ſoon decay, and turn to Duſt, 
and how ſoon, I know not; AR: thy Wiſdom 
in concealing the Day and Hour of my Death from 
me; I am ſenſible, it is done to haſten my Repen- 
tance, to keep me from adding Sin to Sin, to re- 
ſtrain me from the Vanities of this World, to 
make me think of a better, and to ſecure that hap- 
py Life which ſhall be after Death! And O that 
my Death might be ever before me ! How great 
are the Things that depend upon it! Two great 
Eternities, whereof one of them will certainly 
fall to my Share. O let my Death be my daily 


Meditation, that I may prevent my everlaſting 


Death! What a miſerable Creature ſhould I be, if 
my Soul ſhould leave this Body, to go into a more 
diſmal Priſon, from whence there is no returning 
O make me wiſe, O let me underſtand what Pre- 
paration is neceſſary for that Hour; teach me to 
undervalue the World, and to mind the Things 
which are above, that when I come to die, I may 
die with Joy, and cheerfully reſign my Soul into 
the Hands of my Creator. Let Luſt, and Pride, 
and Envy, and Anger die in me, before I die, 
that they may not endanger my Soul after Death. 
Let me converſe with Death more, that I may die 
to Sin more, and live more to Him that died for 


me. 
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me. Let the Thoughts of Death mortiſy in me 
whatever is offenſive to” thy Holineſs. In all my 
Actions let me remember my latter End, that my 
Death may be my Gain, and my Departure out 
"of the World an Entrance into a better, through 
Ions Chrift our LoD. Amen.“ EE 


II. 


4 O My Gov, to whom belong the Ives of Life 


| and Death! Naked camel from my Mother's 
Womb, naked ſhall I return thither. What is my 
"Life but a Vapour, which appears for a While, and 
then vaniſhes away! What ſhould make me ena- 
"moured with this Life? At the beſt it is a War- 
fare; within are Tumults, without are Fightings; 
I am in a continual State of War here with Cove- 
© touineſs, with Paſſion, with Pride, with Ambition, 
with carnal Luſts, with Allurements of the World, 
wich "Suggeſtions of the Devil; when one Sin is 
beaten away, another riſes; when I think I have 
 \mortified one Corruprion, another ſtafts up; the 
(Difcontents and Vexations, the Troubles, and the 
\Difappointments I meet with are innumerable; 
and can I delight to dwell in fuch a Valley df 
Tears, ſurrounded with fo many Snares, encom- 
- paſſed with ſo many Dangers? Should not this 
make me deſirous to be gone: O my Gov, make 
me willing to leave "this World! Take away 
from me the Fear of Death. Why ſhould I fear, 
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ben my great Maſter hath overcome this King 


of Terrors? I will follow my Redeemer, I will 
conform to his Example, I will tread in his Steps; 
his is my Reſolution, this the firm Purpoſe of my 
Soul! And why ſhould I doubt of his aſſiſting me 
Why ſhould not I be confident, that my Death 
will be 2 Paffage from Mortality to Immortality, 
from Corruption to Incorruption, from * 
on 
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how by his Death we live, by his Stripes we are 


proaches we are advanced to Glory, and by his 
OL Curſe for, us, we eſcape the Curſe of 


im, to prefer Him before the Wold, and to fol- 
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R AT Saviour of the World, who waſt wound- 


ed for my Tranſgtefſions, and bruiſed for my 


Sins! Thou art that immaculate Lamb, which for 


Sinners, Enemies, and Condemned. Creatures, gaveſt 
thy Hack io the Srniten and ſuffered thyſelf de 
deaten, Erowned with Thorns, mocked, derided, 
and Inhumanly abuſed : A 'Lave fitter to be ad- 
mited in Silencłkꝭ than praiſed? with imperfect Ex- 


preſſioos I How freely didit Thou! part With thy 


t to ſave my Life, and to procure my Safety ! 
Never Was Blood ſpilt upon ſuch an Account; or 


* rfüne wat, Bload which, drives \ away Devils, 


invites ts, *cleanſcs: Sula, purifies the Taber- 
P nacle, w | 


10 be ſpricked at the Heart with the Thavghts of 


„ty Fafen? Wha, can be ſo arrogant, or proud, 
was bot to be humbled with the Sight ? O let thy 


Croſs have that Effect upon me, that I may cru- 


3 „ with all its Luſts and Paſſions ] Let 
e BOW ot ar s n a , thy 
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yond Im 
ever did, more than my deareſt Friends ever did, 
more than mortal Man can do. O chain my Heart 
f * thine, and let nothin og ſeparate me from thy 
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| Good! to them that hate me. Let thy Patience 


under Reproaches oblige me to be ſilent under Ca- 
limnies. Bet thy Love to my Soul wound 
Heatt, that I may! long ſor Thee, breathe 
Thee, as'tniy greateſt Comfort, think of nothin 
ſu much as of Thee, value nothing ſo much s 
Thee, delight in nbthitig ſo much as in Thee, for 
Thou haſt done for me beyond Expectation, be- 
agination; more than Father and Mother 


Gra but be Thou mineJandlet' me be Thine, and 


with Thee for ever. Amen. 
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- erful*was thy Death! How victorious thy Croſs ! 
Ho potent were thy'Aponies! How effectual thy 


Sufferings f Thy Ctofs is my Conqueſt. ArthatDe- 
vils tremble, 155 they that af not afraid of ſplendid 


Palaces, are afraid of the Tree oh which thy ſacred 


Body was ſtretched out- How ſhall. Sin: — an 
longer in my Body, after ſuch Compaſſion ] Shall 


not I bluſh — 9 ſuch Mercy to offend xhat Friend, 


who died for me Shall T'reward Evit for Good, 


or dare to act againſt Thee any more, who: haſt 


- conquered | my? greateſt Enemies for me? They 
would: have fwallow'd me up quick, when they 

mY 1 at) 65 but Thou 
cameſt td my Reſcue, antl wouldeſt not let me 
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Sin, and the Devil, and the World, are hot con- 
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quexable, for Thou haft made them ſo. They have 
loi cheir Power, and a poor Chriſtian can make 
cen Devils ſſee away. O let the World be ſor- 
ever.cruciked: to me, and me unto the World. Let 
de not be afraid. of Afflictioa, when, my Lon 
and, Maſter hath endured, ſo. much for me. I hope 
do ſhare incthe Glories of thy Crown, O let me not 


ho art a Guide to the Blind, a Way to the er- 


_ ring Soul, a Staff to the Lache, | a Comforter to the 
Poor, a, Harbour to the tolled with Tempeſts, a 
S e e de ed, d de pe 
Fooliſb, the Glory of Marzyrs, the Joy of Angels, 
die Foundation of the Church, the Phyſician of 
the Sick, Meat to the Hungry, Drink to the 
Thirſty, Cloachs to the Naked, be Thou all this 
to me, and let thy Croſs ſupply all my Wants, and 
in this let me glory and rejoyce Day and Night, that 
being CTUCINEC with Thee here, I may be glorified 
with Thee hereafter... Aus. 
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thargy. Ihe fooliſh Virgins, Matth. xxv. neg- 
lected theſe Meditations, and that made them ſlum- 


ber and ſleep: Such daily Meditations keep the 


Soul in Readineſs to obey her great Maſter's Call, 
in caſe He ſhould ſummon her to Judgment: [Theſe 
feed and ſtrengthen her as much as Meat and Drink 
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ſterous Sea 8 is World z and will - 700 np no 
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no marvel if 'your Deeds be evil. It is 

your Souls 8 Caſe, as it ds with your 

* your nge cannot ſee; fo 
here; keep out fach ations-as theſe, and you 
will nor: perceive the 'Fhings of GO. Nec 
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Na vx complain of want of Fervency ſor the 
future, while you are loth to let in ſuch Medita- 
tions into your Minds. 8 does not come 
from nothing, it mult have ſome Root, ſome Foun- 
dation, fome Pewel;fome Action to give it Liſe and 
Being and Meditation is this Root, and this Foun- 
dation: This is it that muſt warm you: This is it 
nraft fill yourSoatvwithyvutlowed Flames! Keep out 
this, and you keep out the Sun; ſhut the Window 
againſt theſe Beams, and you will freeze, and ſhake 
with cold: This muſt make the Ways of Gop 


enſy to you: This muſt make them pleaſant, 
ſweet, 4 amiable: This gives them Charms, or 
| rather thſeovers them: This ſtrews this Way with 
Pearls, which" make the Soul enlamoured with it, 
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may be there * » 0 ſpiritualiaæs my AﬀeBRions, that 
— may: delight tobe where, Thou art. Let ſpirituai 
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Did I love them, Laſboul think of. theme I ere they 
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with, thy Baumen Let me batte vain, Thoughts, 1 but? 
thy Law let me love, O let ine net grudge the; Fines 
=_ I ſpend in Meditation. Aſſure me, that this is 


Bolin to my Soul, and that 2. theſe Means the Lines 
all to mn in lach 2 and fall have a 
goodly Heritage. The Kale of thy Teftimo- 
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